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All Praise 1s due to Allah, we praise Him, seek His aid
and His Forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the
evils of our souls and the evils of our actions.
Whomsoever Allah guides there is none to misguide
and whomsoever Allah misguides there is none to
guide. I bear witness that there is none worthy of
worship except Allah, alone, without any partners and
I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and
messenger.
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“O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be
feared, and die not except in a state of Islam (as
Muslims) with complete submission to Allah.” Al-

Quran (3:102)
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created
you from a single person (Adam),and from him
(Adam) He created his wife, and from them both He
created many men and women and fear Allah through
Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not
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cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah
is Ever an All-Watcher over you.” Al-Quran (4:1)9
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“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear
Him, and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you
to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your
sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger,
he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he

will be saved from the Hell-fire and made to enter
Paradise).” Al-Quran (33:70-71)

To proceed, verily the best speech is the Book of Allah
and the best of guidance 1s the guidance of
Muhammad (Z%). And the worst of affairs are the

newly invented matters, every newly-invented matter
1s an innovation, every innovation is misguidance and
all misguidance is in the Hellfire.

Muslims believe hadith to be an authority and
explanation of the Quran. The task of preserving
hadith was taken by Allah himself by means of the
Sahabah, the Tabieen and then from generation to
generation through wunique discipline of hadith
sciences. The Sahabah understood that the Prophet

(88) was the final messenger sent for mankind and
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that the task of preserving his teachings would fall
upon their shoulders. Prophet (%) instructed them to
spread his teachings to those who were absent. They
used to give great concern to sitting with the Prophet

(%) to hear ahadith from him as much as possible.
They would tell each other what they had learnt from
the Prophet (g8). The Prophet (g%) also warned them
in strong words about narrating anything from him
which is not authentic. At the same time, Prophet (&)
had also warned, that it 1s a major sin to hide

knowledge, whenever it is asked for. Prophet (&%) did
not restrict himself to giving sermons, he (&) also

guided the Sahabah practically. Whenever they learnt
anything from the Prophet (£%) they spared no effort
to bring it into practice. A Large number of the
Sahabah wrote down ahadith and compiled Sahifas
(booklets) after hearing them from the Prophet (£2). A

number of young companions devoted themselves to
attaining knowledge and then passed it down to the
following generations. Zabicen followed the example of
Sahabah in preserving ahadith, for example, Urwah bin

Zubair (nephew of Aisha), Nafi Mawla of Abdullah
bin Umar and Thabit bin Aslam al-Bunani spent forty
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years with Anas bin Malik. Also, Amra bint
Abdirrahman grew up with Aisha learning ahadith.
Like the Sahabah, the ‘labieen also collected and
compiled ahadith in booklets which were incorporated
in books by the next generation and most of those that
survive today are in that form as part of other larger
books like Musnad Ahmad, Saheeh al-Bukhart, Saheeh
Muslim, four Sunan and so on. Scholars of fadith from
the time of the Tabicen developed the science of al-Farh
wa Tadeel. This is the science of examining the
narrations of different narrators to make a
determination about their trustworthiness and thus

authenticity of their narrations.

In India, South-East Asia, and Middle East , I had
interactions and academic discussions with many
people who were influenced by the ideas of the
modernists and fadith doubters. Five years ago, I had a
passionate discussion with elderly relative of mine on
the topic of Hadith. He was heavily influenced by the
ideas of modernists and thus rejected any Hadith that
he felt was not in accordance with his ideas. In fact he
argued that ahadith are just oral tales and it has no
authority. He endorsed the claim put forth by
Ghamidi, Fazalur Rahman and others that Sunnah 1s

different from Hadith, and Sunnah 1s an authority but
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the Hadith is not.  After extensive discussions on
validity of his claims, he uttered, ' You have put me
into confusion'. Consequently, I decided to write a
book addressing the arguments that were encapsulated
in his mind. In following years, I met more people
who had similar ideas which led to the fruition of this
book. I have gathered detailed proofs on status and
preservation of fadith and answered the doubts of
modernists on the Hadith and its sciences.

O Allah, I seek refuge in You lest I misguide others ,
or I am misguided by others , lest I cause others to err
or I am caused to err , lest I abuse others or be
abused.
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In the context of understanding textual sources “Rilab
and Sunnah”, Kitab means the Qur'an, Sunnah means
the hadith. In this sense, sunnah is strictly synonymous
with fadith and there is no dispute among scholars
about 1it, rather 1its agreed upon by unanimous

agreement of muslims.

*Sunnah is the way of messenger of Allah and the

only source of knowing sunnah are the authentic

ahadith.

Hadith:

Hadith linguistically means a news, conversation, a
tale, a story or a report,” whether historical or
legendary, true or false, relating to the present or the

past.

Allah says in Quran 79:15
seiesa Eans JET
Has there come to you the story of Miusa
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Allah says in Quran 4:140

4
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“Then sit not with them, until they engage in a talk
other than that.”

In legislative definition, Hadith is defined as:

(11

a saylng, action or tacit approval ascribed to the
Prophet” as mentioned by Shaykhul Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah in Maymoo al-Fatawaa (18/10).

Sunnah:

Its mentioned in Leesan al-Arab 13/225, Ta’reefat of
Jarjaani page 108:

Sunnah linguistically means “way”, “practice" or

"example”

Word ‘sunnah’ is used linguistically in Quran in

different places.

4

Allah said:
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That has been Allah's Way with those who have
passed away of (the Prophets of) old (Quran 33:38)
288 1sha o5 Ll 05 U o 5486 g o) 13588 Sl U
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Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease (from
disbelief) their past will be forgiven. But if they return
(thereto), then the examples of those (punished)

before them have already preceded (as a warning).

(Quran 8:38)

In legislative definition, Sunnah 1is defined as
“Statements, actions or tacit approvals of Prophet”.

This definition 13 mentioned in number of books like
Minhagj of Baydaawi page 96, As-Sunnah qabl ad “Tadween
of Ijaaj Khateeb page 16-18, Al-Ihkaam of Ibn Hazm
(2/6), Fath al-Mugheeth (1/13) etc.

To make it clearer example of each category is
provided below.

Example of statement of Messenger of Allah (%) is

the hadith reported by Imam Abu Dawood in his Sunan
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no. 4782 with an authentic chain that Messenger of

Allah (8&) said:
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When one of you becomes angry while standing, he

should sit down. If the anger leaves him, well and

good; otherwise he should lie down.
Example of action of Messenger of Allah (&%) is the
hadith reported in Sunan Abu Dawood no.272 with an

authentic chain of narration
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Ikrimah reported on the authority of one of the wives
of the Prophet (£%) saying: When the Prophet (&%)
wanted to do something (i.e. kissing, embracing) with
(his) menstruating wife, he would put a garment on

her private part.
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Example of silent approval is the hadith reported in

Sunan Abu Dawood no.1267 with an authentic chain:
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Narrated Qays ibn Amr: The Messenger of Allah (g3)
saw a person praying after the congregational prayer

at dawn was over. The Messenger of Allah (%) said:

There are two rak'ahs of the dawn prayer (i.e. the
prescribed rak'ahs). The man replied: I did not pray the
two rak'ahs before the dawn prayer. Hence I offered
them now. The Messenger of Allah (£%) kept silent.

Other explanations of Sunnah by scholars of Islam
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* Scholars also used term ‘Sunnah’ to refer to the
principles and foundations of the correct ageedah
(Islamic belief), since the Salafus-Saalih (pious
predecessors) would apply this term to matters of
ageedah as can be seen from their books and writings
like Usool As- Sunnah of Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, As-
Sunnah of al-Athram, As-Sunnah of al-Khallal (d.311H)

etc.

* The term ‘Sunnah’ was employed in the context to
differentiate people upon truth (correct ageedah and
manha) of the Salafus-Saalih) from that which was

innovated by the deviant and misguided sects.

Eg: It is related by al-Laalikaa‘ee in Sharh Usoolul-
Itigaad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-jamaa’ah (no. 30):

Imam Ayyoob as-Sakhtiyaanee rafumahullaah — said,
“From the success of a youth, or a non-Arab is that
Allah guides him to a Scholar of the Sunnah.

In this context, Sunnah is the opposite of bid‘ah

(innovation)

*The Jurists of Islam (Fugaha) use the word “Sunnah”

when explaining the ruling on doing a specific action
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as being mustahabb (recommended); they do not use the

word “hadith” in this context.

*When the scholars speak of reports and whether they
are authentic or weak, they only use the word “hadith™;
they do not use the word “Sunnah.” So they say “This
1s a da‘eef (weak) hadith”; they do not say ““T'his 1s a da ‘eef
Sunnah”, because of them the Sunnah is that which is
proven in the ahadith. So Sunnah is ahadith established

with authentic chain of narrations.
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Sunnah and Hadith : Definition according to False
Prophet and some modernists and its refutation

Many modernists and false prophet Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad Qadiani! differentiate Sunnah and Hadith
with the sole intention to reject authentic ahadith and
ahadith whose authenticity 1s agreed upon by Muslims

stating that “Hadith 1s not sunnah, and we are bound

I He claimed to have been divinely appointed as the promised Messiah and Mahdi, in the
likeness of Jesus. He was defeated in many debates by Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari (who
wrote more than 33 books exposing Ahmadiyyah sect). The Shaykh debated with him and
refuted his arguments, revealing his ulterior motives , Kufr and the deviation of his way. In Figh
Mirza Ghulam followed hanafi madhab as he said in his “Malfoozaat” volume 5 page 124: “My
Madhab is that the Hanafi figh must be acted upon”. On 15th April 1908 False Prophet Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad Qadian challenged Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari for Mubahala and wrote a
pamphlet entitled “Final decision regarding Thanaullah”™ as present in the collection of pamphlets
published by Mirza Ghulam “Majmoo’ah Ishtiharaat” volume 2, page 705-706. Pamphlet no.285.
He said in it addressing Shaykh Thanaullah: “If T am Aadhab (arch-liar) as you address in most
of your articles then I will perish in your life because I know that the life of Aadhab is not long
and he perishes and fails during the lifetime of his worst enemies, and it is correct that he
perishes, so that he does not destroy servants of Allah, and if I am not Kadhab, and a promised
Messiah honoured with Allah’s message,then by Allah’s grace, I am hopeful that according to
way of Allah, you will not escape the punishment (for denying me).... This is my invocation to
Allah and I invoke my Lord, Al-Baseer, Al-Qadeer, Al-Aleem,Al-Khabeer, who knows
intentions of heart, that if this claim of being the promised Messiah is purely a lie from myself
and that I am corrupt and Kadhab in your eyes, O my Malik, I supplicate with humility to
destroy me in the lifespan of Thanaullah and make him and his party happy with my death”

One month 10 days later on 26 May 1908 Mirza Ghulam passed away. And Shaykh

Thanaullah lived 40 more years after this Mubahala.Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari
rahimahullah recited these poetic lines after his death.

Sy € e LIS L3 L)
LS o s L5 S5 e 03
He wrote that the liar would die before.
He was steadfast in lying, so died early.

(Tadhkirah Abil Wafaa page 96 ). For more information see: “Qadiyaniat: an analytical survey” by
Ehsan Elahi Zaheer
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to accept sunnah not Hadith”. Thus they have defined

Sunnabh in peculiar way without any precedence.

False Prophet Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani said as
reported in collection of his books and articles entitled

“Roohami Khazaayn™ vol.19 page 61:

“Don’t be deceived that Sunnah and hadith are same

thing as fadith was compiled 100-150 years later”

Orientalists like Ignaz Goldziher and his followers also
defined Sunnah as the normative conduct of the
community. Fazlur Rahman Malik followed same path
of Goldziher in defining Sunnah.

Fazlur Rahman Malik? said in his book “Islamic
Methodology in Haistory™ page 1: “According to the view
dominant among more recent Western scholars,
Sunnah denotes the actual practice which, through
being long established over successive generations,

gains the status of normativeness and becomes

2 Fazlur Rahman is a philosopher belonging to rationalist school of thought. He
studied Arabic at Punjab University, and went on to Oxford University, where he
wrote a dissertation on Ibn Sina. Afterwards, he began a teaching career, first at
Durham University, where he taught Persian and Islamic philosophy, and then at
McGill University, where he taught Islamic studies until 1961. He rejected many
authentic hadith. He accepted the conclusion of Goldziher that hadith, by and large
are not historical. He died in Chicago, Illinois July 26, 1988 at the University of
Chicago Medical Center. In his memory, the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at
the University of Chicago named its common area after him, due to his many years
of service at the Center and at the University of Chicago at large.
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“Sunnah”.” and in later pages he tries to justify this

definition.

Similarly Amin Islahi3 and his followers gave unique
definition to Sunnah in order to reject many authentic
and established ahadith which 1s against their intellect

or reasoning.

Amin Islahi says in his book “Fundamentals of hadith
interpretation”  (Mubaadi  Tadabbur-e-Hadith) in first
chapter “Difference Between Hadith and Sunnah”
page 15:

“Generally people take hadith and sunnah as
synonymous terms. This is not a correct impression for
there 1s a great difference between these two terms.
Hadith and Sunnah occupy distinct status and different
station in the religious knowledge. Taking them as
synonyms complicates our perception of the religious
knowledge. With a view to understanding ahadith this

3 Amin Ahsan Islahi (1904-1997) is famous for his Urdu exegeses of
Quran, Tadabbur-e-Qur’an—an exegesis that he based on Hamiduddin
Farahi's (1863—-1930) idea of thematic and structural coherence in the
Qur’an. He rejected many authentic ahadith based on intellect. Infact he said
in his book “Mubadi Tadabbur hadith” page 74: “All ahadith which are against
intellect will be rejected”. Scholar of fadith Shaykh Muhammad Ismail
Gunranwala rahimahullah said about him: “His views are not only against
methodology of Ahlul-hadith, rather they are contrary to views of all Ac’mma
(scholars) of hadith and germs of modern I’tizaal (veferring to Mu’tazilah) is
hidden in him. (Muhaddith magazine vol.33 article 8)
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difference between the two terms is extremely

important to understand”

He defines hadith in same page as “T'he term hadith 1s
used to denote a saying, act or tacit approval, validly

or invalidly, ascribed to the Prophet”

He says in page 19: under heading “Nature and Scope
of the Sunnah”:  “The Sunnah relates only to the
practical aspects of human life. It deals only with the
religious practices. Muslim beliefs, history and
occasion of revelation of the Quranic verses do not

form the Sunnah.”

On page 22 he further explains Sunnah under heading
“The Sunnah 1s not based on Ahadith: “The Sunnah is
not based on ahadith which can either be true or false.
The Sunnah, on the contrary, i3 based on the
perpetual practice of the Ummah. All the Muslim
generations, from the Prophet to us, have followed it
without a break. Historicity of the Qur’an is
established by its generality-to- generality transmission
as the word of mouth. The Book has been first
transferred from the Prophet to the generation of his
Companions who passed it on to the next generation
with consensus. This process of continuous

transmission of the Qur’an has continued in each
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generation of the Muslim Ummah till it has reached us.
The Sunnah too has been transmitted through
generality-to-generality by practical adherence of the
entire generation in each successive layer. We have, for
example, not adopted Prayer and fqj because we have
learnt from some individual narrators (ahad) that the
Prophet practiced and taught these worship rituals.
We have, on the contrary, followed these practices
because the Prophet performed and instituted them in
the generation of the Companions . The successors to
the Companions learnt these from the Companions
and the coming generation learnt from the successors,

so on and so forth, till these reached us.”

Page 24 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



Similarly his student Javed Ghamidi* followed him in
this innovation (Bid’ah) by differentiating Sunnah and
Haduth.

He defines ‘Hadith® in his book “Islam —A

Comprehensive Introduction” under chapter
“Principles of Understanding the Hadith” : “Ahadith

4 Javed Ahmad Ghamidi (born 1952) is a Pakistani educationist, who
extended the work of his tutor, Amin Ahsan Islahi, He rejects all ahadith
that opposes his intellect. Ghamidi is the founder of Al-Mawrid Institute of
Islamic Sciences and its sister organisation Danish Sara. He became a
member of Council of Islamic Ideology on 28 January 2006 for a couple of
years, a constitutional body responsible for giving legal advice on Islamic
issues to Pakistan Government and the Parliament. Ghamidi had appeared
on several TV Channels and appears regularly on dedicated programs.
Some of his belief are:

1) He rejects 7 Quraat of Quran which is agreed upon by unanimous
agreement of Muslims. He said in his book “Meezan” pages 25-26:
“There is only one Quraat of Quran, rest all are fitna and creation of non-
arabs.

2) He said in his book Meezan page 10: “Sunnah is limited to only 27 acts.”

3) He said in his monthly Al-Ishraaqg May 2005 pages 35-46: “Women can
lead men in prayer”.By this he opposes consensus of Muslim scholars.

4) He said in Qanoot Ibadaat page 119 : “ There is no Nisaab for Zakah”
thus opposing consensus of Muslims.

5) He believes like Qadianis that Prophet Eesa has died as mentioned in his
book Meezan page 21.

6) Yau,Majy and Dajjal refers to western nations (Ishraaq January 1996 page
61)
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(plural of Hadith) are narratives which record the

words, deeds and tacit approvals of the Prophet
Muhammad”

He explains ‘Sunnah’ in same book 1in “Principles of
Determining the Sunnah” under heading “The
Second Principle”: “The Sunnah entirely relates to
practical affairs of life. Belief, ideology, history,
occasions of revelation (sha’n al-nuzul) and other

similar things do not fall in its sphere”

He further explains “Sunnah” under “seventh
principle” : “the source of the Sunnah is the consensus
of the Ummah, just as the source of the Qur’an is the
consensus of the Ummah. Just as the Qur’an has been
transmitted to the Ummah by the consensus and verbal
perpetuation of the Companions of the Prophet, the
Sunnah is transmitted to the Ummah by the their

consensus and their practical perpetuation.”

Islahi in page 13 of his book “Fundamentals of fZadith
interpretation” states: “I have not introduced a single
new thing in these. All these principles have been
taken from the primary and the most reliable works by

the great scholars of the science of hadith criticism”
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I say: Hadith and Sunnah are synonyms and authentic
hadith 1s the only source of knowing sunnah.

Islahi or Ghamidi could not provide single scholar of
hadith in support of this newly invented distinction
between Sunnah and Hadith. Nor did they give
reference to any great work by reliable scholars of the
science of hadith criticism such as Ibn ul Madeeni, Al-
Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, Ahmad bin Hanbal,
Abu Haatim ar-Razee, Abu Zurah ar-Razee, Ad-
Daraqutnee etc. Its is astonishing that he could not
even quote later ones from scholars of hadith like
Dhahabi, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn Abdul Haadi, Ibn Hajr

etc!!

They have also claimed that ahadith pertaining to
beliefs, ahadith explaining occasion of revelation of the
Quranic verses are not sunnah!! There 1s no one from
scholars of fadith who made this distinction. These
people have no precedence in this. In fact its against

consensus of muslhims.

There is a consensus of Ahlus-Sunnah that the only

source of sunnah are authentic narrations.
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1) Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal® (164-241H) said in in
page 2 of his famous treatise “Usool us-Sunnah” where
he has mentioned fundamental beliefs of Aklus-Sunnah

based on unanimous agreement of Muslims.
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5 Abu Abdillah Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal ash-Shaybani born in 164 A.H.
Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Syar Alam an-Nubala (11/177) and
said: ““Iruly an Imam, The true Shaykhul Islam..” Imam Ibn Hibban said in ath-Thiqaat
(8718): “He was Haafidh, exquisite, pious, Fageeh. He strictly adhered observing acts
of worship in seclusion and persevering in continous act of worship. Allah helped
the Ummah of Muhammad (£%) through him. This is (true) by (the fact) that he

remained firm in times of trial, and devoted himself to Allah, and got ready to be
martyred. He was beaten by stones. Allah saved him from Aufr, and made him a
person worth following. He was such a shelter that people used to find shelter under
him.” Imam Abu Haatim said as reported in Al-Jarh wa Tadeel (1/308):“When you
see a man loving Ahmad bin Hanbal, then know that this man is a man of Sunnah.”
Muhanna bin Yahya said as reported in Hilyatul Awliya (9/165) with an authentic
chain: “I have not seen anyone who is embodied with all goodness than Ahmad bin
Hanbal; and I have seen Sufyan bin Uyaynah, Wakee, Abdur Razzaaq, Baqiyyah
bin al-Waleed, Damrah bin Rabeeah, and many other Scholars; but I have not seen
anyone similar to Ahmad bin Hanbal in his knowledge, his Figh, his Juhd and his

piety.”

Scholar of hadith Abul Hasan Idrees said as reported in Hilyatul Awliya (9/171) with
an authentic chain: I have seen our Scholars like Haytham bin Kharijah, Musab az-
Zubayri, Yahya bin Ma’een, Abu Bakr bin Abee Shaybah, Uthmaan bin Abee
Shaybah, Abdul Ala bin Hammad al-Narsi, Muhammad bin Abdul Malik bin Abi
ash-Shawarib, Ali bin al-Madeeni, Ubaydullah bin Umar al-Qawareeri, Abu
Khaythamah Zuhayr bin Harb, Abu Mamar al-Qatee’ee, Muhammad bin Jafar al-
Warkaani, Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ayyoob Saahib al- Maghaazi, Muhammad bin
Bakkar ar-Rayyan, Amr bin Muhammad an-Naqjid, Yahya bin Ayyoob al-Magqaabiri
al-Aabid, Surayj bin Yoonus, Khalf bin Hisham al-Bazzaar, Abu ar-Rabee al-
Zaahirani and many other people of knowledge and Figh. They all used to praise
Ahmad bin Hanbal. They used to respect, revere and honour and admire him, and
they would often seek to convey their greetings to him.” He died in Baghdad in the
year 241 A.H.

Page 28 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



“And the Sunnah with us are the narrations of the

Messenger of Allah. And the Sunnah Tufassir (explains
and clarifies) the Qur’an.”

2) Imam Malik bin Anas® and Imam Ibn Wahb?
understood “Hadith” and “Sunnah™ as synonyms. They

are one and the same as its reported in Introduction
of al Jarh wa ‘la’deel’ by Ibn Abee Hatim page 31-32

6 Abu Abdillah Malik bin Anas bin Abee Amir al-Madani is famously known as /mam
Darul Hyrah “Imam of the abode of Hyrah”. He was born in the year 93 A.H. He
was was raised in a family widely known for their scholarly contributions. Imam
Ahmad bin Hanbal said in his book A/-Ilal (no. 2543) : “Malik is Thigah (precise and
trustworthy) in every science.” It is reported in the book al-Jarh wa Tadeel (1/11) with
an authentic chain that a man came to great scholar Abdurrahman bin Mahdi and
said, “I have come to know that you declare Maalik bin Anas to be a greater scholar
than Abu Haneefah?” So Imam Abdurrahman Mahdi replied, “I did not say that,
rather I say: Malik is greater scholar than even the teacher of Abu Haneefah i.e.,
Hammad.” Ibn Abee Hatim reported an interesting story with an authentic chain in
his book al-Jarh wa Tadeel (1/2): Imam Muhammad bin Hasan ash-Shaybani once
said to Imam ash-Shafi Is our teacher (Abu Haneefah) greater or your teacher(Malik
bin Anas)? Imam Shafi said, ‘By the right of Allah,I ask you who was more
knowledgeable regarding Quran, Imam Malik or Abu Haneefah? Imam
Muhammad replied,Imam Malik was more knowledgeable regarding Quran. Imam
Shafi asked: Was Imam Malik greater scholar of Sunnah or Imam Abu Haneefah?
Imam Muhammad replied: Imam Malik was the greater scholar of Sunnah. Imam
Shafi asked: Who was more knowledgeable regarding narrations of Sahabah? Imam
Muhammad replied that it was Imam Malik. Imam Shafi said, now, Qiaas
(analogical reasoning) is left, and Quaas is only performed on basis of these things
(meaning Quran, Sunnah and narrations of Sahabah) Imam Muhammad remained
silent.” Scholars unanimously agreed regarding credibility of Imam Malik in fadith.
He died in the year 179 A.H.

7 Abdullah bin Wahb better known as Ibn Wahb was an Egyptian scholar of /adith
and jurist. He was born in the year 125 A.H. He was one of the close companions of
Imam Malik. Scholars of hadith agreed regarding his credibility in Aadith. He died in
the year 197 A.H.
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with an authentic chain of narration.
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‘Abdurrahman bin Abee Haatim narrated on the
authority of Ahmad bin Abdurrahman bin Wahb,
who said: ‘I heard my uncle say: ‘I heard when Imam
Malik was asked about cleaning between the toes
during ablution. He said, "The people do not have to
do that.' So I left him until the crowd had lessened,
then I said to him, 'We know of a Sunnah about
that." He said, 'What 1s 1t?' I said, 'Layth bin Saad, Ibn
Lahee'ah and Amr bin al-Haarith narrated to us from
Yazeed bin 'Amr al-Ma'aafir1 from Abu Abdurrahman
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al-Hubuli from Mustawrid bin Shaddaad al Qurashi
who said, 'T saw the Messenger of Allah  rubbing
between his toes with his little finger.' Malik replied:
"T'his hadith is hasan; I have not heard of it at all up
until now." Afterwards, I heard him being asked about
the same thing, on which he ordered with the cleaning
between the toes. Then my uncle said: ‘It is rare that
you find someone while making ablution that they rub
between the crevice of the big toe and so whoever uses
their little finger 1s safe from shortcomings in their

ablution”.

From this narration its very clear the scholars from
best generations of muslims did not differentiate
between hadith and sunnah. Authentic hadith are the

only source of sunnah.

3) The books that deal with the transmission of
reports (hadith) from the Prophet are named as “Rutub
us-Sunnah”. Author of those books named it as books
of Sunan and included hadith 1n it.
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Eg: Sunan Abu Dawood?, Sunan Ibn Majahd, Sunan
Nasa’ee!? etc.

4) Imam an-Nawawi!! said in his Tahdheeb Al-Asmaa Al-
Lughat (1/156):

gl Loleals adeally 33all dule gl Fe il
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8 By Imam Abu Dawood Sulayman bin al-Ash‘ath al-Azdi as-Sijistani

9 By Imam Ibn Majah, Abu Abdillah Muhammad bin Yazid bin Majah al-
Rabi al-Qazwini.

10 By Imam Nasa’ee, Abu Abdurrahman Ahmad bin Shuayb bin Ali bin
Sinan an-Nasa’ee.

' Abu Zakariya Yahya bin Sharaf al-Hizaami an-Nawawi was born in the year 631
AH. He was a Shafi jurist and hadith scholar. He authored numerous and lengthy
works ranging from on commentary of ahaadith, sciences of hadith, biographies and
jurisprudence. Throughout his lifetime, he never got married. an-Nawawi said in his
al-Majmoo Sharh al-Muhadhab (8/438) that it is recommended for people to have
Kunyah (agnomen), even if they do not have children, that is why he was called Abu
Zakariya, though he had no children. Some of his works are, Al-Minhaj bi Sharh Saheeh
Muslim, Riyadh as-Saaliheen, al-Majmoo Sharh al-Muhadhdhab,, Tahdhib al-Asma wal-Lughat,
Tagreeb al-Tayseer, Tahdheeb al-Asma wal-Lughat, al-Arbaeen an-Nawawiya etc. Shaykh
Mashoor wrote in his book Al-Rudood wat-Taagqubaat ala ma waga lil-Imaam an-Nawawi
i Sharh Saheeh Muslim min al-Taweel fi as-Sifaat wa Ghairaha min al-Masaail al-Muhimaat.,
“Allah has made his writings praised and accepted among the people. Hundreds, in
fact thousands, of scholars have compiled collections of forty fadith of the Prophet
(#2),but none of them have had the acceptance and approval like that of The Forty
Hadith of an-Nawawi. Twenty, in fact, hundreds, of scholars have written
commentaries on Saheeh Muslim but never have had the fame of Sharh al-Imam an-
Nawawi, known as al-Minhaaj fi Sharh Saheeh Musltim bin al-Hgjaqy. 'The same is true for
the remainder of his writings. Upon al-Nawawi be the mercy and pleasure of Allah.
For details regarding his creed, refer to book by Shaykh Mashoor Hasan Salman
entitled Al-Rudood wat-Taagqubaat ala ma waga lLil-Imaam an-Nawaw: fi Shark Saheeh
Muslim min al-Taweel fi as-Sifaat wa Ghairaha min al-Masaail al-Muhimaat. He died on the
24th of Rajab, 676 A.H. He died at the age of forty four.
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“As-Sunnah: Sunnah of Prophet , and linguistically
means the way, and his Sunnah refers to ahadith

narrated from him.”

5) Imam Ibn al-Atheer!? explained that sunnah means
hadith, thus proving authentic hadith 1s the only source
of sunnah in his An-Nihaaya_fee ghareeb al-hadith (1/186):

Eaaaldly oAl @1 Ldly SUSI ¢ junll AT b L 1igl
“Therefore 1t 1s said: Proofs of Sharee’ah (islamic

legislation) are Kitab and Sunnah, that is the Quran and
the Hadith.”

12 He is Abu al-Sa’aadat al-Mubarak bin Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Jazari
famous as Ibn ul-Atheer. He is different from Ali Izz al-Deen Ibn al-Atheer al-Jazari
(the author of Usd al-ghabah_fee manifat as-sahabah ). Abu al-Sa’aadat Ibn ul-Atheer was
in the year 544 A.H. He was linguist, Usooli and scholar of fadith Some of his famous
works are dictionary of ahadith called An-Nihaaya fee ghareeb al-hadith, Jaami al-
Usool fee al-ahadith ar-Rasool, Al-Badee fee al-Ilm al-Arabiyyah, Al-Shafi fee Sharh
Musnad ash-Shafi etc. He died in the year 606 A.H.

Page 33 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



6) Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah!3 explained that
Sunnah 1s known only through hadith in Maymoo Fatawa
(37387):

"The Sunnah that is a must to be followed, for which

one 1s praised due to following it, and blamed for

13 Ibn Taymiyyah was a polymath who mastered various sciences. Imam ad-Dhahabi
wrote about him in Mujam al-Mukhtas bil Muhadditheen page 25 (trans. Abu Iyaad):
‘Ahmad bin Abdul Haleem bin Abdussalam bin Abdillah bin Abil Qasim bin
Taymiyyah al-Imam, al-Allamah, al-Hafidh (master of hadith), al-Huyjah (the decisive
proof of the religion), the unique individual of the era, ocean of
sciences, Tageeuddeen Abul Abbas al-Harranee, then Dimashqee...And he wrote,
read and corrected (works) and also excelled in the sciences related to the athaar and
the Sunan. He studied, gave verdict, made lafseer and authored the most amazing of
works. He was alone in holding certain opinions and as a result his honour was
attacked, yet he is a man who has sins and mistakes. But despite this, and by Allah,
my eyes have not seen the likes of him and he has not seen the likes of himself. He
was a skilled and erudite Imam in the various sciences related to the religion, had a
correct and sound mind, extremely quick in his perception, fluent in his
understanding, overflowing with good deeds and was characterized by excessive
braveness and generosity. He kept away from the desires of food, clothing and sexual
relations. He did not find pleasure in anything but the spreading of knowledge,
putting it into books and then acting upon its requirements. Abu Fath al-Ya'maree
mentioned him in answering the questions of Abul-'Abbaas Ibn Dimyaatee al-
Haafidh, saying, 'l found him to be amongst those who had acquired a fortune of
knowledge and he fully memorized the Sunan and the Athaar. If he spoke about lafseer
then he would be the carrier of its flag or if the gave a legal ruling in figh, he would
know its extreme depths. And if he was to recall a fadith he would possess all the
knowledge related to it and would carry its flag (i.e. make the fadith take precedence
over all else). And if he was to talk about the various religions and factions, no one
who was more vast in knowledge or greater in meticulousness could be seen. He
surpassed his contemporaries in every science and my eyes have not seen the likes of
him and nor have his eyes seen the likes of himself' I (ad-Dhahabi) say: He was
imprisoned on more than one occasion in order that he would slacken with respect to
his opponents and so that the fluency of his tongue and pen may diminish - yet he
would not recant and nor turn around upon the advice of anyone, up until he died
while imprisoned at the Damascus Prison on the 20th of Dhul-Qa'dah, in the year
728H. And his followers consisted of nations, (the like of) their number could not be
found at the graves of the Sogfees, may Allah forgive him and have mercy upon him.”.
Some of his works are Majmoo al-Fatawa al-Kubra in 38 volumes, Minhaj as-Sunnah,al-
Jawaab as-Saheeh and numerous other works.
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going against it, 13 the Sunnah of the Messenger of
Allah are in matters of belief, matters of worship and
the rest of the affairs of the religion and what is
known only by knowledge of the hadith of the Prophet
that are confirmed on his authority.”

He also refuted the claim that Sunnah are not matters
of belief as claimed by Islahi and Ghamidi.

7)Imam Abu Umar Yusuf bin Abdul Barr!4 (d.463 H)

named chapter
by CESH Tl s

in his magnificent book Al-Jaam: Bayan al-ilm wa
Jadhlihz: and established authority of hadith in it. In this
chapter he used “sunnah™ and “hadith™ synonymously

in different places.

14 He is Abu Umar Yusuf bin Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Abdul Barr al-Namari
al-Qurtubi. A spanish jurist, scholar of fadith and historian. He was a contemporary
of Ibn Hazm. Imam ad-Dhahabi wrote his detailed biography in Siyar Alam an-
Nubala (18/153) and said: “Imam, al-Allamah, Hafidh of al-Maghrib (the west), Shaykhul
Islam...author of numerous books. He was born in the year 368 A.H.” Some of his
works are two detailed books in commentary of Muwatta of Imam Malik called A¢-
Tamheed lima fil-Muwatta' min al-Maana wal-Asaneed and Al-Istidhkar li Madhhab Ulama al-
Amsar fima Tadammanahu al-Muwatta' min Maan: al-Ra’i wal-Athar, Jami® Baydn al-Iimi
wa-Fadlihi, and so on. He died in the year 463 A.H.
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8) Allamah Tahir bin Salith Al-Jazairee!> said in his
Tawjeeh an-Nadhr ilaa Usool il Athar page 3 defining

Sunnah:

“It (Sunnah) is synonymous with fadith according of

scholars of principles.”

Scholars of Islam gave same definition to Sunnah that
which Islahi and Ghamidi gave for hadith. This proves
that source of Sunnah are authentic ahadith and they

arc synomnymous.

9) Imam Ibn Hazm!6 said in Al-Ihkaam fee Usoolil al-
Ahkaam (2/6):
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15 Tahir bin Salih was Algerian hadith scholar of twentieth century. He mastered
many languages like arabic, berber, turkish , persian, french, hebrew and the
Ethiopian language. Tahir Al-Jazairi was the author of a large number of books,
some of which were textbooks for schools in different subjects. He died in Damascus
in 1920 C.E.

16]bn Hazm was a spanish poet, polymath, historian, jurist, adith expert, philosopher
and theologian, born in Cordoba, present-day Spain. He was ‘a man of letters’ who
is widely regarded as one of the most brilliant minds of Spain. For more details
about him, Read “Ibn Hazm: The Life and the Ideas of the Spanish Genius”.
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“Sunnah is of three types statement of Prophet (%) ,

his actions and his tacit approvals.”

10) Imam Sakhawi!7 said in his Fath al-Mugheeth (1/13):
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“Sunnah i1s statement, action, silent approval, attribute

or situation ascribed to Prophet (g&).”

11) Imam Jurjaani!'® said in 7Za’reefaat al-Jarjaani page

82:
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17 He is Shamsuddeen Muhammad bin Abdurrahman al-Sakhawi, a hadith scholar
from Egypt and author of numerous works. He was close student of fadith master
Hafidh Ibn Hajr. He was born in the year 831 A.H. Some of his famous works are
Fath al-Mugeeth bi Sharh Alfiyat al-Hadith in Mustalah al-hadith, Al-Magasid al-Hasanah in
takhreegj of ahadith etc. He died in the year 902 A.H.

18 Ali bin Mohammed al-Jurjaani (1339-1414), was a known linguist, philosopher
and astronomer. He was born in the year 740 A.H. Of his thirty-one extant works,
many being commentaries on other works, one of the best known is the 7aeefat (The
Definitions). The book contains about 2100 definitions of the most important arabic
terms in philosophy, logic, science, art, and religion, written in a glossary style, a list
of terms and a few lines definition for each term. He died in the year 816 A.H.
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Sunnah linguistically means a habit (or a custom) and
legislatively (in Sharee’ah) its statement, action, silent
approval of Prophet (£%) and that which Prophet (£2)

practiced throughout his life without its obligation

13) Imam Jalaluddin Suyooti!? said in Zadreeb ar-Rawee
page 3:

As-Sunnah are statements of Prophet, his actions and

his conditions.

14) Orientalist Daniel Brown asserts in his book
“Rethanking Islamic Tradition in Modern Islamic Thought”
page 81 that “It is axiomatic in classical doctrine, that

Sunna can only be known by means of fadith.”

19 Abdurrahman bin Abi Bakr Jalaluddin al-Khudayri as-Suyuti was Egyptian jurist
and scholar of hadith and tafseer. He was born in the year 849 A.H. He has written
about diverse subjects in many works, over 723 works according to the Dalil makhtutat
al-Suyuti (Directory of al-Suyuti's manuscripts). Some of his famous works are Al
Durr al-manthur fee al-tafseer bil-ma’thuy, Al-Durar al-Muntathira fi al-ahadith al-mushtahara,
Al-Ttgan fee*Uloom al-Qur’an, Tadreeb al-rawi fi shark tagreeb al-nawaw: and numerous
other works.Imam Alusi said about him in his book Ghayatul Amaani (1/151): From all
the books that he had authored, (shows that ) he is like the one who collects wood at
night (he doesn't know what he has collected), in every book there is good and bad.
Whatever unreliable things that he has brought in his books is mardood (rejected).
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All these statements prove that there is no difference
between Hadith and Sunnah and its unanimously
agreed that authentic fadith is the only source of

Sunnah.

Islahi, Ghamidi and their followers have said that the
Sunnah is based on the perpetual practice of the
Ummah (tawaatur amaly). All the Muslim generations,
from the time of Prophet till now, have followed it

without a break.

Islahi explained further: “We have, for example, not
adopted Prayer and fay because we have learnt from
some individual narrators (ahad) that the Prophet
practiced and taught these worship rituals. We have,
on the contrary, followed these practices because the
Prophet performed and instituted them in the
generation of the Companions . The successors to the
Companions learnt these from the Companions and
the coming generation learnt from the successors, so
on and so forth, till these reached us.” (reference to
this quote is provided before)
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From this quote its clear that actions of our forefathers
that has reached us from generations is “sunnah”

according to his view.

I say: This 1s very illogical and dangerous view and the
ramifications of this view is even more dangerous. If
“Sunnah” was preserved like this then we would not
find so many differences in the fundamentals of prayer
and in the way to perform prayer. There would be no
disagreements in way of prayer. Millions of Muslims
in African continent do not tie their hands in prayer
and there are millions in gulf region and asian region
who tie their hands in prayer. If Sunnah was
preserved like this then there wouldn't be
contradiction in one of the first action in prayer.
There are so many differences only in initial acts of
prayer. Some say, “if’ you recite Surah Al-Fatiha behind
the Imam you will be punished with fire and others say
if you don't recite it behind imam then your prayer is
invalid”. Both groups will say that they got their
actions through practices of predecessors generations
after generations. If all of these things are Sunnah
then What 1s Bidah? What 1s mukhalifus Sunnah? The
only way to find truth in this matter is to stick to
authentic ahadith, for authentic ahadith is the only

source of Sunnah.
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If we go by actions of forefathers passed onto us
through generations, then we will not able to
distinguish sunnah from innovations as every one
would claim their way 1s sunnah which they got
through practices of their predecessors generations to

generations, whereas Messenger of Allah (g%) said in

an authentic kadith reported in Sunan Nasa’ee no. 1578:
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“The most evil matters are those that are newly
invented, for every newly invented matter 1S an
innovation and every innovation is misguidance and

every misguidance 1s in the Hellfire.”

Another question which arises here is, how do we
judge if an action or practice has reached us through
Tawaatur? If a person claims that an action A’ 1is
‘sunnah’ as we got it through “awaatur’, then he has to
prove that action ‘A’ was present in every generation
of 1400 years. What will he rely on to check if this
action was present in earlier generations? If he relies
on history or Rhabar then he 1s relying on ‘narration’.

How will he know that ‘narration or historical account

Page 41 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



upon which he is relying is true? Pondering over these
questions make us realize the fallacies of this false and

innovated concept.

There 1s no doubt that only source of sunnah are
authentic narrations which fulfills the criteria of

deeming it authentic.

Islahi, Ghamidi and their followers say that “Muslim
beliefs does not form sunnah”, meaning they reject
Ageedah which 1s based upon sunnah and authentic
ahadith. So they reject mutawaatir ahadith regarding
emergence of Mahdi and coming of Dapal and all
other beliefs which are unanimously agreed upon by

muslim Ummah.

Ahadith on emergence of Imam Mahdi is reported

from 26 companions in 38 books of fadith. For details
refer to book by Dr Abdul Aleem Abdul Azeem

Bastawi.
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Followers of this concept interpret Quran based on

their intellect and reject all ahadith which go against
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their intellect. Allah’s refuge is sought from such

misguidance.
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Allah commands obedience to his Messenger ()
Allah says in Al-Quran (4:59):
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“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger (Muhammad (£%)), and those of you

(Muslims) who are in authority. (And) if you differ in
anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His

Messenger (gz), if you believe in Allah and in the Last
Day. That is better and more suitable for final

determination.”

Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said in explanation of
above ayah in Mamoo al-Fatawaa (10/266-267):
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“He (1.e., Allah) did not say “obey the Messenger and
obey those in authority amongst you”. Rather, he
conditioned the obedience of those in authority with
the obedience of the Messenger and the obedience of
the Messenger 1s obedience of Allah. The imperative
verb “obey” was linked with the Messenger, not those
in authority, for he who obeys the Messenger, obeys
Allah. No one has the right to examine or ascertain
whether a command of the Messenger 1s approved by
Allah. However, this 1s the not case with those 1n
authority, for they may issue commands in
disobedience of Allah. Not everyone who obeys them,
obeys Allah. On the contrary, it must be known that
their commands are not a disobedience to Allah and it
must be ascertained whether Allah commanded it or
not. This 1s regardless of whether the authority in

question is a scholar or ruler.”

Ibn Qayyim said in I’lam al-Muwaqqueen (1/40),
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“Regarding the statement {if you differ in anything
amongst yourselves}that the arabic phrase 1s a word in
the indefinite “anything” being used as a part of
condition, 1.e., it refers to anything that Muslims may
differ about concerning the religion, whether it be a
small matter or large matter, apparent or hidden.
They must refer the matter to the Book of Allah and
words of his Messenger (£2), it implies that the
solution for that matter must be found in (Quran and
Sunnah). It would be an impossibility for Allah to
order Muslims to refer the matter to these two sources
while the solution to their dispute is not found

therein.”

Allah says in Al-Quran (8:20):
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“O you who believe! Obey Allah and His Messenger,
and turn not away from him (i.e. Messenger

Muhammad (£2:)) while you are hearing.”

Likewise the phrase “Obey Allah and His Messenger”

occurs 1n various places of Quran.
Allah says in Al-Quran (24:54):
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“Say: "Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, but if you
turn away, he (Messenger Muhammad (g2)) is only
responsible for the duty placed on him (i.e. to convey
Allah's Message) and you for that placed on you. If
you obey him, you shall be on the right guidance. The
Messenger's duty 1s only to convey (the message) in a

clear way (i.e. to preach in a plain way).”

Allah says in Al-Quran (4:13):
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“And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger
(Muhammad (g#)) will be admitted to Gardens under

which rivers flow (in Paradise), to abide therein, and

that will be the great success.”

Allah says in Al-Quran (4'69)'
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“And whosoever obeys Allah and the Messenger
(Muhammad (g%)), then they will be in the company

of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of
the Prophets, the Siddigeen (those followers of the

Prophets who were first and foremost to believe in
them, like Abu Bakr As-Siddiq), the martyrs, and the
righteous. And how excellent these companions are.”

Allah says in Al-Quran (33:36):
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“And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he
has indeed strayed in to a plain error.”
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Allah says in Al-Quran (72:23):
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“ Whosoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, then
verily, for him 1s the Fire of Hell, he shall dwell therein

forever.”
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Proofs from Quran that Hadith is a Wahy (revelation)
from Aliah

Proof 1: Once Messenger of Allah (%) told secret to
one of his wives and she divulged this secret to
someone else. Messenger of Allah (%) was informed

about this by Allah.

Allah said in Al-Quran (66:3):
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And (remember) when the Prophet (£%) disclosed a

matter in confidence to one of his wives, then she told
it, and Allah made it known to him, he informed part
thereof and left a part. Then when he told her thereof,
she said: "Who told you this?" He said: "The All-
Knower, the All-Aware (Allah) has told me".

Ponder over this Ayah. He said: "The All-Knower, the
All-Aware (Allah) has told me. How did Allah convey
this to his Messenger (g)? If Allah has informed him
through Wahy al-Matloo (Quran), then where is this
Ayah in the Quran? This proves that Messenger of
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Allah (g2) was informed about this through Wahy
Ghayr al-Matloo (Sunnah).

Proof 2: Allah said in Al-Quran (2:239):
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And if you fear (an enemy), perfrom Salat (pray) on
foot or riding. And when you are in safety, offer the
Salat (prayer) in the manner He has taught you, which

you knew not (before).

In this ayah Allah gives exception that if there is
intense fear, pray on foot, riding, facing the Qiblah and
otherwise and when you are in safety, offer the Salat
(prayer) in the manner He has taught you. Allah said
“in the manner He has taught you”. In entire Quran
you will not find details description of prayer. Its
explained through Sunnah of Prophet (£2) reported

in the authentic narrations. This proves that authentic
hadith is Wahy from Allah because Allah has ascribed

teaching the manner of prayer to himself.
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Proof 3: Allah prohibited his Prophet (Z%) from
praying funeral prayers of hypocrites. Allah said in
Quran (9'84)'
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And never (O Muhammad £%) pray (funeral prayer)
for any of them (hypocrites) who dies, nor stand at his
grave. Certainly they disbelieved in Allah and His
Messenger, and died while they were Fasiqgun
(rebellious, - disobedient to Allah and His Messenger
).

Thus ayah indicates that Prophet (Z%) used to offer

funeral prayers before burial of dead before this ayah
was revealed. Yet, there is no ayah in Quran which
enjoined Prophet (%) to pray or described manner of
funeral prayer. This proves that Allah revealed it to
Messenger through Wahy Ghayr al-Matloo (Sunnah).

Proof 4: Messenger of Allah (8%) and muslims
offered their prayers facing Bayt Al-Magdis (Jerusalem)
for sixteen or seventeen months.

Allah said in Al-Quran (2:143):
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And We made the Qiblah (prayer direction towards

Jerusalem) which you used to face, only to test those

who followed the Messenger (Muhammad £&) from

those who would turn on their heels (i.e. disobey the
Messenger). Indeed it was great (heavy) except for
those whom Allah guided. And Allah would never
make your faith (prayers) to be lost (i.e. your prayers

offered towards Jerusalem).

In this Ayah Allah affirmed that it was he who made
Bayt Al-Magdis as Qiblah but there is no ayah in Quran
which mentions order or command from Allah to pray
facing Bayt Al-Magdis. Still Muslims prayed in that
direction for sixteen to seventeen months! This proves
that Allah revealed it to Messenger through Wahy
Ghayr al-Matloo (Sunnah).

Proof 5: The Jewish tribe Banu Nadeer, who resided in
Madinah broke the treaty siding with the enemies
against the Muslims in the battle of Badr and Uhud,

supplied the enemies with arms and money and their
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leaders plotted to assassinate Prophet Muhammed
(88). Messenger of Allah (8%) ordered to banish them

tfrom Madinah. Banu Nadeer resorted to their castles,
mounted them and started shooting arrows and
pelting stones at the Muslims enjoying the strategic
advantage that their thick fields of palm trees
provided. The Muslims were therefore ordered by
Prophet (&%) to burn those trees. Jews started saying,
What kind of Prophet is he who orders burning trees

and causes corruption? Then Allah revealed ayah

stating that it was by permission of Allah.
Allah said in Quran (59:5):
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What you (O Muslims) cut down of the palm-trees (of
the enemy), or you left them standing on their stems, it
was by Leave of Allah, and in order that He might

disgrace the Fasiqun (the rebellious, the disobedient to
Allah)

There 1s no ayah in Quran which states that Allah
ordered mushims to cut down trees, still Allah ascribed

permission of cutting down trees to himself! How?
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Because Allah revealed it to his Messenger (&)
through Wahy Ghayr al-Matloo (Sunnah).

Proof 6: Allah said in Quran (48:15):
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Those who lagged behind will say, when you set forth
to take the spoils, "Allow us to follow you," They want
to change Allah's Words. Say: "You shall not follow us;
thus Allah has said beforehand." Then they will say:
"Nay, you envy us." Nay, but they understand not

except a little.

Allah characterizes the bedouins who lagged behind
the Messenger of Allah during the “Umrah of
Hudaybiyyah, saying that when the Prophet and his
Companions later went on to conquer Ahapbar, the
bedouins asked them to take them along. They were
hoping to collect war booty, having been absent when
it was time to fight the enemy and enduring with
patience therein. Allah the Exalted ordered His
Messenger to refuse to give them permission to
accompany him, being a punishment that 1s similar to
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their error. Allah has promised those who were present
at Al-Hudaybiyyah to earn Rhaybar's war spoils alone,
not shared in that with the bedouins who lagged
behind.

Allah said: (Say: "You shall not follow us; thus Allah
has said beforehand.") when He promised the
participants of A/l-Hudaybiyyah before you asked to join
them. Where is ayah in Quran which mentions Allah
saying beforehand? Allah revealed it to his Messenger
(8&) through Wahy Ghayr al-Matloo (Sunnah).
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Messenger of Allah (i) clarified that Hadith is a
Wahy from Allah

Messenger of Allah (&) referred Hadith as Wahy
(Revelation) as reported in Saheeh Al-Bukhari no.86:
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No doubt it has been revealed to me that you will be

put to trials in your graves

And in hadith reported in Saheeh Muslim no.2865,
Messenger of Allah (&3) said:
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“Allah revealed to me that we should be humble

amongst ourselves and none should show pride upon

the others, And it does not behove one to do so”

Its reported in Sunan Abu Dawood no. 4604 with an
authentic chain that Prophet (%) said:
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Beware! I have been given the Qur'an and something
like 1t, yet the time 1S coming when a man replete on
his couch will say: Keep to the Qur'an; what you find
In it to be permissible treat as permissible, and what
you find in it to be prohibited treat as prohibited.

Scholar of hadith Shamsul Haqq Adheemabadi?®
explained this Aadith in his explanation of Sunan Abu
Dawood called Awn al Ma’bood (4/328) under Hadith no.
4604:

“Here something like it refers to  Wahy Ghayr-Matloo
(That which is not recited as Quran meaning hadith)”

20 Abu Tayyab Muhammad Shamsul Haqq bin Shaykh Ameer Ali al-
Adheemabadi was a famous scholar of hadith from India in 19th century.
One of his great contribution is dissemination of hadith literature. His
teacher Muhaddith Nazeer Hussain ad-Dehlawi addressed him in many of his
letters as fami-al-Hasanat Wa-al-Kamalat® and ~ Saheb-al-Tagreer wa al-Tahreer’.
Some of his works are Ghayat-al-Magsud fee hal-i-Sunan Abee Dawood, Awn-al-
mabood ala Sunan Abee Dawood, al-"Ta‘leeq-al-Mughni ala Sunan al-Daraquini,al-
Nagm-al-Wahhaj fee Sharh Muqgaddimat-al-Saheeh li Muslim bin al-Hajjaj and so on.
He died in the year 1329 A.H.
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Testimony of a Tabi'ee
Student of companions of Messenger of Allah (8%) , a
scholar from first generation of Muslims, Hasaan bin
Atiyyah?! said:
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“Jibreel used to come down with revelation of sunnah

to Messenger of Allah (£%) just as he used to come

down with revelation of Quran, And he used to teach

Sunnah to Messenger of Allah (Z%) just as he used to
teach Quran.”

This narration 1s reported by Imam Muhammad bin
Nasr al-Marwazi in his book As-Sunnah no.102 with an
authentic chain of narration. For more details refer to
al-Fath al-Baar: (4/15) under hadith no.1814 and Al-
Ihkaam Ibn Hazm (2/509).

21 He was a Tabi’ee from Damascus in Shaam. Scholars of hadith declared him to be
trustworthy in his narrations. From his teachers were Abu Umamah al-Bahili, Saeed
bin Musayyib, Abu Qilabah Abdullah bin Zayd, Nafi etc. From his famous students
were Imam Abdurrahman al-Awzaee. He died in the year 130 A.H. Tor his
biography refer Zahdheeb al-Kamal (no. 1194).
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Word “Hikmah” in the Quran means Sunnah
Allah said in Al-Quran (2:151);
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Similarly (to complete My Blessings on you) We have
sent among you a Messenger (Muhammad (&%) of
your own, reciting to you Our Ayaat (the Quran) and
purifying you, and teaching you the Book (the Quran)
and the Hikmah (1.e. Sunnah), and teaching you that

which you used not to know.
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He it 1s Who sent among the unlettered ones a

Messenger (Muhammad (£%8)) from among

themselves, reciting to them His Ayaat, puritying them
(from the filth of disbelief and polytheism), and
teaching them the Book (this Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah
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(As-Sunnah). And verily, they had been before in
manifest error .Al-Quran (62:2)
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Allah has sent down to you the Book (The Qur'an), and
Al-Hikmah (Sunnah), and taught you that which you

knew not. And Ever Great 1s the Grace of Allah unto
you (O Muhammad (£2)) .Al-Quran (4:113)
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And remember (O you the members of the Prophet's
family, the Graces of your Lord), that which is recited
in your houses of the Ayaat of Allah and Al-Hikmah

(Sunnah). Verily, Allah is Ever Most Courteous, Well-
Acquainted with all things. (Al-Quran 33:34)
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Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their
own (and indeed Allah answered their invocation by

sending Muhammad (£€%) ), who shall recite unto

them Your Ayaat and instruct them in the Book (this
Quran) and Al-Hikmah (Sunnah), and purify them. Verily!
You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise." Quran (2:129)

Mufassir of Quran, student of companions of
Messenger of Allah (82), Imam Qatadah??

ralimahullah said regarding the word “Al-Hikmah in
Ayaat of Quran as reported by Ibn Abdul Barr in his

22 Abul Khattab Qatadah bin Di’amah bin Qatadah bin Azeez as-Sadoosi. He was a
was a well known explainer of the Qur’an and a memorizer of hadith. He was a
blind. He was born in the year 60 A.H. Among his teachers were Anas bin Malik,
Humayd bin Abdurrahmaan bin Awf, Saeed bin al-Musayyib etc. It is reported in
Tabagat Ibn Saad (7/230) with an authentic chain, “Salaam bin Miskeen said that he
heard Imran bin Abdullah say, Qatadah entered upon Sa’eed ibn al-Musayyab for a
some days and he would ask him abundant questions , so Saeed once said to him:
‘Have you memorized everything that you asked from me?” He replied: Yes, I asked
you about such and such and you answered with such and such, and I asked you
about such and such and you answered with such and such, and Hasan answered
with such and such, until he repeated number of ahadith to him. (Imam) Saeed said:
‘I could not imagine that Allah has even created a person like you!” Ibn Abee Hatim
reported in in Al-Jarh wa Tadeel (7/134) that his father, “Imam Abu Hatim ar-Raazi
said that he heard Ahmad bin Hanbal mentioning Qatadah, he (Ahmad) used to
praise the knowledge, Figh, Ma’rifah al-Ikhtilaaf (knowledge of differences), Zafseer, and
memory of Qataadah”. And he said, There are many few who would exceed from
Qatadah, as for similar to him then it is possible.” Qatadah died in the year 117 A.H
in the city of Waasit at the age of 56.
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book jaam: Bayan Al-Ilm (no.67 ) with authentic chain

of narration:
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From Qatada regarding the statement of Allah: {And

remember that which is recited in your houses of the
Ayaat of Allah and Al-Hikmah. Verily, Allah is Ever
Most Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things}. He
(Qatadah) said: From Quran and as-Sunnah. Abu

Umar (Ibn Abdul Barr) said: Same statements are
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reported by Muhammad bin Thawr, and Ibn al-
Mubarak?? from Ma’mar from Qatada.

23 Abu Abdurrahman Abdullah bin Mubarak was born in the year 118 A.H. He was
known for his memory and zeal for knowledge. He was Muhaddith, warrior, poet,
merchant and was from Fugaha (jurists) of Ahlul hadith. He is remembered for his
asceticism. He learned figh with Malik and ath-Thawri, and he was the first of Abu
Haneefah's companions. Then he left Abu Haneefah’s school and embraced
methodology of Ahlul hadith. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned in the biography of
Abdullah bin Mubarak in Zadkirah al-Huffadh (1/254), “Imam Ahmad said, There was
no one at the time of Ibn al-Mubarak who sought knowledge more than he did. He
travelled to Yemen, Egypt, al-Sham, Basra and Kufa. He was from the narrators of
knowledge and he was well-deserving of that, he wrote from the young and old, he
wrote from '"Abdurrahman bin Mahdi and he wrote from al-Fazari... he has indeed
gathered a great matter....Abdurrahman bin al-Mahdi, a teacher of Ibn al-Mubarak
and a renowned Muhaddith said, Ibn al-Mubarak was more knowledgeable than
Sufyan ath-Thawri.” This was despite ath-Thawri being the teacher of Ibn al-
Mubarak

Ibn Abee Hatim said in the introduction of al-farh wa Tadeel page 264, “I heard my
father say, Ibn al-Mubarak covered a quarter of the earth by travelling in search of
hadith. He left out neither Yemen nor Egypt, neither al-Sham (greater Syria) nor the
Peninsula, neither Basra nor Kufa.” Ibn al-Qayyim reported in his Miflah Dar as-
Saadah (1/74) that the people once rebuked Abdullah bin Mubarak for travelling so
much saying,“Until when will you seek to hear knowledge?! He replied, 'Untl
death.” The scholars of fadith unanimously agreed in declaring him to be
trustworthy and reliable in narration. Abu Ishaq al-Fazari used to sit in front of Ibn
al-Mubarak and ask him (learning) despite the fact that he was older than him by
twenty years as mentioned in Tadheeb at-Tahdheeb (5/386). It is recorded in Tareekh
Baghdad (10/156) that, “Once a man came to Sufyan al-Thawri asking him about
certain isues, so he asked him: Where are you from? The man said, From the people
of the East. Sufyan said, Is there not with you the most knowledgeable person of the
East? He said, 'And who is that O Abu Abdillah? Sufyan said, Abdullah bin al-
Mubarak. The man said, Is he the most knowledgeable of those in the East? Sufyan
replied, Yes, and the most knowledgeable of those in the West.” He died in the year
181 A.-H.
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Imam Abu Jafar Ibn Jareer at-Tabari reported in his
Tafseer (6/423) that Imam Ibn Jurayj?* interpreted the
word Al-Hikmah in the Quran as Sunnah.

Lol LAl
“Al-Hikmah 1s As-Sunnah.”

Imam Ash-Shafiee?> rahimahullah said in explanation
of al-Hikmah in his book Ar-Risaalah (1/78):
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2+ Abdul Malik bin Abdul Aziz bin Jurayj is a scholar of tafseer; jurist and a scholar of
hadith. He was born in Makkah in the year 80 A.H. He was close student of Ataa bin
Abee Rabah. Scholars unanimously praised him and declared him to be trustworthy.
He died in the year 150 A.H. For more details on his biography refer Zareekh al-
Kabeer of al-Bukhari (no. 1373), Tahdheeb al-Kamal (4/563) and other books of
biographies.

25 Abu Abdillah Muhammad bin Idrees ash-Shafiee descended from the Hashimi
family of the Quraysh tribe to which the Prophet (%) belonged. He was born in the
year 150 A.H. He was a Muhaddith, Fageeh and linguist.Besides being a giant of a
scholar in the field of figh, Imam Shafiee was noted for his eloquence and his
knowledge of the arabic language. During his travels, bedouins, who were known to
be the best-versed in the arabic language, would attend his lectures not to gain
knowledge of figh, but just to marvel as his use of language and his mastery of
poetry. Shah Waleeullah Muhaddith ad-Dehlawi said in his book Izalat al-Khafa an
Rhalafat al-Ehulafa page 77, “The Myuaddid (reviver) of the second century was Imam of
Ahlus-Sunnah Muhammad Idrees as-Shafiee.” Great Muhaddith, Abu Amr Hilaal bin
al-Ala bin Hilaal said as reported by Imam Ibn Adee in his al-Kaamil (1/28) with an
authentic chain, “Allah favoured this Ummah(nation) through Ash-Shaafiee: He(Ash-
Shaafiee) distinguished Mufassar (detailed) and Ahaas (Specific) from the Aam
(General), and Naasikh (Abrogator) from the Mansookh (Abrogated), if wasn’t there,
people would have been ruined.” Ash-Shafiee authored numerous works. Some of
his known works are ar-Risaala in which he examined principles of jurisprudence,
Kitab al-Umm, Musnad ash-Shafiee and so on. He died in the year 204 A.H.
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“The Book mentioned by Allah is Al-Quran and as for
mention of A/[-Hikmah then I heard from people of
knowledge who specialized in Quran say: Al-Hikmah is
the Sunnah of Messenger of Allah (g).”

Scholar of 7afseer, Imam Abu Jafar Ibn Jareer at-
Tabari?6 said in explanation of Al-Hikmah in his
Tafseer (5/15):
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“Al-Hikmah means: and what is sent down upon you
from the Hikmah, and it 1s the Sunan (plural of Sunnah)
that the Messenger of Allah (&%) taught you and

made it a Sunnah for you (to follow).”

26 Abu Ja‘far Muhammad bin Jareer at-Tabari is influential Persian scholar, historian
and exegete of the Qur'an. He was born in the year 224 A.H.He is best known for
his expertise in fafseer, figh, hadith and history, but he has been described as an
impressively prolific polymath. He wrote on such subjects as poetry, lexicography,
grammar, ethics, mathematics, and medicine.Imam ad-Dhahabi reported in Siyar
Alam an-Nubala (11/168) that Imam Ibn Khuzaymah said, I don’t know anyone on
the face of earth who is more knowledgeable than Muhammad bin Jareer. His best
known works are Jaami al-Bayaan an ta'weel ay al-Qur'an, commonly called Tafseer at-
Tabari, his historical chronicle Tareekh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk commonly called Tareekh at-
Tabary, Sareeh as-Sunnah and Tahdheeb al-Athaar He died in the year 310 A.H.

Page 66 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



Imam al-Qurtubi?? rakimahullah said in his Tafseer
(3/157):
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And Al-Hikmah: 1s the Sunnah which is clarified on the
tongue of the Messenger of Allah (£3), it is not found

in the wording of the Quran but it’s meaning is from
Allah.

27 Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abu Bakr al-Ansari al-Qurtubi was a
famous spanish mufassir, and fageeh from Cordoba. He is most famous for his
commentary of the Quran Jaami li Ahkaam al-Quran, commonly known as Zafseer al-
Qurtubr. Some of his other works are at-Tadhkirah fee Ahwaal al-Mauta, al-Usna fee Sharh
al-Asmaa al-Husna etc. Imam ad-Dhahabi said about him as mentioned in Zabagat al-
Mufassireen page 79 of as-Suyootee, “he was an Imam versed in numerous branches
of scholarship, an ocean of learning whose works testify to the wealth of his
knowledge, the width of his intelligence and his superior worth.” He died in the year

671 A.H.
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Arabic grammarian of his era and famous scholar of
Tafseer, Abu Hayyan Al-Andalusi?® said in his Tafseer
Al-Bahr Al-Mubheet fee at-"Tafseer (1/627):
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“And Al-Hikmah 1s the Sunnah that clarifies what is
concise in the Quran, and it explains what is
incomprehensible from the complex (matters), And it
discloses the measures and numbers that the Book (of
Allah) didn’t make a mention of, and it establishes

rulings that are not present in the Quran.”

28 Abu Hayyan Muhammad bin Yusuf bin Ali bin Yusuf al-Gharnati al-Andalusi
was a spanish scholar who excelled Quranic exegesis and arabic. He has earned near
universal recognition as the foremost Arabic grammarian of his era. He was born in
the year 654 A.H. He memorized the entirety of the famous Aitab of Sibawayh by
heart. He was also considered an expert in the fields of historiography and Figh. The
total number of works authored by Abu Hayyan was 65, though today only 15 of
those survive. Some of his works are Zafseer Al-Bahr Al-Muheet fee at-Tafseer; Irtishaaf ad-
Darb min Leesan al-Arab, Ittthaf al-Areeb bt ma fee al-Quran min al-Ghareeb etc. He died in
the year 745 A.H. For more details refer to al-Durar al-Kamina of Ibn Hajr (4/300).
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Imam Ibn Kathir?9 said in his Zafseer (1/464):
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“And He (Allah) teaches them the Book- which is the
Quran- and the Hikmah- which is the Sunnah.”

29 Abul Fida Imaduddeen Ismail bin Umar bin Kathir was an expert Mufassi; Fageeh,
Muhaddith and historian. He was born in the year 701 A.H. He remained with
Jamaluddin Yusuf bin Az-Zaki Al-Mizzi (author of Tahdheeb al-Kamaal), benefited
from his knowledge and also married his daughter. Ibn Kathir also studied under
Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah and praised him immensely. Imam ad-Dhahabi
mentioned Ibn Kathir and praised him in his book Al-Mujam al-Mukhtas bil
Muhadditheen (1/84) by saying, “The Imam, scholar of jurisprudence, skillful scholar of
hadith, renowned Fageeh and scholar of tafseer who wrote several beneficial books.”
Hafidh Ibn Hajr mentioned Ibn Kathir in ad-Durar al-Kamina (no. 944) and said,“Ibn
Kathir worked on the subject of the hadith in the areas of texts and chains of
narrators. He had a good memory, his books became popular in his lifetime, and
people benefited from them after his death.” Some of his famous works are 7afseer al-
Quran al-Azeem (commentary on the Quran famous as Tafseer Ibn Kathir), At-Takmeel fi
Marifat Ath-Thiqat wa Ad-Du'afa wal Majaheel, Ikhtisaar Uloom al-hadith, As-Seerah an-
Nabawiyya, Al-Bidaya wa-n-nithaya and so on. He died in the year 774 A.H.
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Imam Ibn Qayyim30 said in Ar-Rook (1/75):
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30 He is Shams ud-Deen Abu Abdillaah Muhammad bin Abu Bakr bin Ayyoob az-
Zaree famous as Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah. He was a Fageeh, Muhaddith, Mufassir and
theologian. He was born on the 7th of Safar in the year 691A.H. He was raised in a
house of knowledge and excellence and this offered him the chance to take
knowledge from the senior scholars of his time, at a time when the various sciences
(of knowledge) had flourished. Ibn al-Qayyim studied under number of scholars. His
main teacher was Shaykhul Islom Ibn Taymiyyah. Ibn Qayyim first met Ibn
Taymiyyah at the age of 21 and spent the rest of his life learning from him. Mulla
Ali al-Qari said in his Mirgaak al-Mafaateeh (8/146), “And whoever investigates the
book Sharh Manazil as-Sa'irin (i.e., Madary as-Salikin), it will become plain and clear to
him that both of them (meaning Ibn Qayyim and Ibn Taymiyyah) were amongst the
most senior from Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah and amongst the Awliya’ (of Allah) of this
Ummah.” Ibn Kathir wrote about Ibn Qayyim in Al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah (14/263)
and said, “..He learned hadith and kept himself busy in seeking knowledge, he
attained great proficiency in many branches of knowledge, particularly knowledge of
lafseer, hadith and usool (principles) .He was a good reciter of Quran, he was the most
affectionate person. He was never envious of anyone, nor did he hurt anyone. He
never disgraced anyone, nor did he hate anyone...I do not know in this world in our
time someone who is more dedicated to acts of worship. His prayer used to be very
lengthy, with prolonged bowing and prostration. His companions would often
reproach him for this, yet he never retorted back, He wrote many small and big
books...He used to give fatwa on divorce like Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah and because of
that his problems started with Chief Justice Tageeuddin as-Subki and others and it is
a long story. His funeral was packed (i.e., full) witnessed by judges, revered ones and
righteous people. May Allah have mercy on him.” Some of his famous books are
Laad al-Ma'ad fi Haydi Khayr’l-Ibaad, Ilam al-Mugaqqi'in an Rabb al-Alameen, Rawdhatul
Muhibbin, Tahdheeb Sunan Abee Dawood, As-Sawaaiq ul-Mursalah alal-Fahmiyyah wal-
Muattilah and so on. He died in the year 751 A.H.
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“Al-Kitab refers to Al-Quran and Al-Hikmah refers to
As-Sunnah by consensus of Salaf ( Sahaba, Tabieen and
those who followed them upon goodness). It is
obligatory to affirm and have belief in whatever
Messenger (g% )reported from Allah and whatever
Allah conveyed through tongue of his Messenger
(8&) . This i1s the fundamental issue upon which
people of Islam agreed. It is only rejected by the one
who is not from them. Because Prophet (8%) said I

have been given the Book and something like 1t”.
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Messenger of Allah (=321 is the explainer of Quran.

Messenger of Allah (£%) explained the meanings of

Quran to his companions just as he conveyed them

wordings of Quran.
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“And We have not sent down the Book (the Qur'an) to
20\

you (O Muhammad (&%)), except that you may

explain clearly unto them those things in which they
differ, and (as) a guidance and a mercy for a folk who
believe.” (Quran 16:64)
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“And We have also sent down unto you (O
Muhammad (g2)) the Dhikr [the reminder and the

2

advice (the Quran)] that you may explain clearly to
men what i1s sent down to them, and that they may
give thought.” (Quran 16:44)
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Imam Naasir-ud-deen Al-Albani3! rafiumahullah

explained this verse in his book “Manzilat-us-Sunnah fil
Islaam™ (Status of Sunnah in Islam) page 3:

“The “explanation” mentioned in this noble ayah

consists of 2 types of explanation:

First: Explanation of its wording and arrangement. It
1s the conveying of the Qur'an and its non

31 He was Muhammad Naasir-ud-deen bin Nooh bin Adam Najaatee, al-Albani,
born in the year 1332 A-H. He was a pre-eminent Muhaddith of this era, Fagech,
debater, extraordinaire, reviver of this century. He was a caller to the Book and the
Sunnah with the understanding of the Salaf As-Saalih (righteous predecessors). And
he was a proficient writer and an expert scholar. Al-Albani turned against the the
strict adherence to one school of law in the face of contradicting ahadith. He
dedicated his life for the service of Sunnah and undertook what became an extensive
project that he would later dub “bringing the Sunnah within reach of the Ummah
(tagreeb as-sunnah bayn yaday al-ummah)”, the principal aim of which was to remove
what he deemed weak ahadith from important classical Islamic texts. This is best
glimpsed in al-Albani’s massive, thirteen-volume work identifying weak ahadith
entitled Silsilah al-ahadith ad-daeefah wal-Mawdoo’ah wa ta’thirtha as-Sayyi fil Ummah (The
Series of weak and Fabricated Ahadith and Their Negative Effect on the Ummah). He also
composed books identifying the weak akadith found in the famous four Sunans of Abu
Dawood, at-Tirmidhi, an-Nasa’ee and Ibn Majah, and also famous works such as al-
Mundbhiri’s at-Targheeb wa at-tarheeb, Suyuti’s al-Jaami as-Sagheer and so on. Al-Albani
was awarded the King Faisal International Prize in 1999 before his death for his
contributions to Sunnah. The award committee described him as “considered by
many academics as probably the greatest Islamic scholar of the 20th Century.”

Former Grand Mulfti of Saudi, eminent scholar Abdul Azeez bin Baaz said about
Shaykh al-Albani, “I have not seen under the surface of the sky a scholar of hadith in
this time of ours like the Allamah, Muhammad Naaasir-ud-Deen al-Albani.” And
his eminence was asked about the saying of the Prophet,(g8) “Indeed, for this
nation, at the beginning of every one hundred years, Allah sends someone who will
revive its religion for it.”So he asked, “Who is the reviver (Mwaddid) of this century?”
So he, said, “Shaykh Muhammad Naasir-ud-Deen al-Albani, he is the reviver of this
time in my opinion, and Allah knows best.” (Source: Juhood al-Imaam al-Albaani,
Naasirus-Sunnah wad-Deen, fee Biyaani Aqeedatis-Salaf  as-Saaliheen  fil-Femaant billaaht
Rabbil-Aalameen). Also, number of other eminent scholars praised him and his works.
al-Albani’s works number over 120. He died in the year 1999 C.E.
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concealment, and its pursuit to mankind just as Allah,
the Blessed Almighty has revealed to the heart of the
prophet (g&), which is the intent of His saying "O
messenger (&) proclaim what is revealed to you from
your Lord." (5:67). Aisha, may Allah be pleased with
her, is reported to have said "Whoever says that

Mohammed (£2) concealed something which he was

commanded to convey, then he has put forth great lie
against Allah." Then she read the above mentioned
verse. (al-Bukhari and Muslim have stated it).And
according to the narration of Muslim she also said :
"If the messenger of Allah (&%) had concealed

something which he was commanded to convey, he
would have concealed the saying of the Allah: And
(remember) when you said to him (Zaid bin Harithah,
the freed slave of the Prophet (£%)) on whom Allah

has bestowed Grace (by guiding him to Islam) and you
(O Muhammad (&%) too) have done favour (by
manumitting him) "Keep your wife to yourself, and
fear Allah." But you did hide in yourself (i.e. what
Allah has already made known to you that He will
give her to you in marriage) that which Allah will

make manifest, you did fear the people (i.e., their
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saying that Muhammad (£%) married the divorced

wife of his manumitted slave) whereas Allah had a
better right that you should fear Him. (33:37).

Second: The explanation of the meaning of the word
or sentence or ayah for which man needs an
explanation, most of which bear reference to Mwymal
(comprehensive) aypaat ,Aam (general) ayah and Mutlag
(unbounded) ayah . Then comes the Sunnah and
clarifies the sentences and specifies the verses called
Aam and defines what is Mutlag that 1s, in reference to
the statements (Qaul) of the prophet, (Z&), his actions

( F1'l ) and the act he approved (Igrar ). End quote.
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Messenger of Allah (:::) explained difficult words in
the Quran

Example :1)

Imam al-Bukhari reported in his Sakeeh (mo. 4939):

e ) slom (1 2500 EIG _ Lie il - Lsle 2300

P A o7 fo 8 & . 5P . o- %0 % o072 (5P .
L/).:‘.‘;.&.glc}c‘fﬂ)wdl.a;L.\J.A.;¢?:J;wqu.3.|uLA.mA.ﬁL.uj
(A2 b e bl gl ol o Lsle 2 &0 T o3
..\A‘A.A.uj - 4).]@].5&@.}\.\.’ g.C.( sle e @-}!lgﬁ
ol L. - ’;o“g -2 s % 0. L0 .0 . 83 _ g
ol O e (ol O ol (Gmis (3] 02 demn 8 ddeus
A e . N . PR o . 4073 %
= >
°o Tl T 2. -85 % 0T ’ & I 2
.
&

G2~ 58, g, 02 5. Lonm 4. %, PP . 2092
Gy Jag 5o dl Js& sl ‘dg'éé:“'gsel’éf“'dyl} L als
. T :‘-/'135;93)9’;':’):“

o wmnoa
)

o

(;.\

b

~

o~

$

\

$ \

NN
\

\

\

.E *
\

F\

i w

L\
o
\

-
e

Al SLiandl 1363 i oyt S2sal

“Narrated Aisha: Allah's Messenger (£%) said," (On
the Day of Resurrection) any one whose account will
be taken will be ruined (i.e. go to Hell)." I said, "O
Allah's Messenger (g2)! May Allah make me be
sacrificed for you. Doesn't Allah say: "Then as for him
who will be given his record in his right hand, he
surely will receive an easy reckoning?" (Al-Quran
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84:7-8) He replied, "That 1s only the presentation of
the accounts; but he whose record is questioned, will

be ruined.”

Example: 2) Allah says in Al-Quran (15:87):
ol el o301 G Gl e S

“Indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven of Al-

Mathani (the seven repeatedly recited Verses), and the
Grand Qur’an.”

No where in the Quran Allah explained the meaning
of Sabh al-Mathanz, but it is explained in the hadith.

Imam al-Bukhari reported in his Saheeh no. 4703 that
Messenger of Allah (&) :
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“Alhamdulillahy  Rabbil-alamin (Surat-al-fattha)' which is

the seven oft repeated verses (4Al-Mathani) and the
Grand Qur'an which has been given to me.”

Example: 3) When Allah revealed the Ayah of Al-
Quran (6:82):
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It is those who believe and confuse not their belief
with ulm, for them (only) there is security and they
are the guided

Companions understood meaning of “Tulm” to be

wrongdoing. Imam al-Bukhari narrated in his Saheeh

(no.6918):
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“Narrated Abdullah: When the Verse: 'It 1s those who
believe and confuse not their belief with wrong (i.e.,
worshipping others besides Allah): (Al-Quran 6:82)
was revealed, it became very hard on the companions
of the Prophet (82) and they said, "Who among us
has not confused his belief with wrong (oppression)?"
On that, Allah's Apostle said, "This is not meant (by

the Verse). Don't you listen to Lugman's statement:
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'"Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great
wrong indeed.” (Al-Quran 31:13).

Example: 4) When Allah revealed ayah in of Al-
Quran (19:28) about Maryam (Mary),
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“O sister of Harun (Aaron)! Your father was not a

man who used to commit adultery, nor your mother

was an unchaste woman.”

The christians raised objections as its mentioned in the
hadith reported by Imam Muslim in his Sakeeh (no.
2135):
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Mughira bin Shu'ba reported: When I came to Ngjran,
they (the Christians of Nagjran) asked me: You read" O
sister of Harun" (1. e. Maryam) in the Qur'an, whereas
Moses was born much before Jesus. When I came

back to Allah's Messenger (£2) I asked him about that,
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whereupon he said: The (people of the old age) used
to give names (to their persons) after the names of
Apostles and pious persons who had gone before
them.
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Hadith explains Mubham (yeneral) Ayaat of Quran
1) Allah ordered us to fast in the month of Ramadan,
but details of fasting is explained by Messenger of
Allah (82) recorded in ahadith.
2) Allah mentioned briefly about Hajj in Quran, but
details of Meegat, Tawaaf and its mannerism is
explained by Messenger of Allah (g%) recorded in
ahadith.
Messenger of Allah (g2) said in an authentic hadith
reported in Sunan Nasaee n0.3062:
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“O people, learn your rituals (of Hajj) for I do not

know whether I will perform Hajj again after this

year.”

3) Allah ordered us to offer akah in various places in
the Quran, but details of {akah are explained by
Messenger of Allah (&8) as recorded in ahadith.
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4) Details of Salah, its timings, number of units etc are
not explained in detail in Quran, ahadith of Messenger
of Allah explains it.

5) Allah said in Al-Quran (5:38)
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And (as for) the male thief and the female thief, cut
off (from the wrist joint) their hands as a recompense
for that which they committed, a punishment by way
of example from Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All-
Wise.

The word yad can mean entire hand, but hadith of
Messenger of Allah (g2) explained it to mean “cut off
from the wrist joint” as mentioned in numerous
authentic ahadith reported on this subject. Refer to
Irwaa al-Ghaleel fee 1akhry ahadith Manar as-Sabeel ( no.
2432 to n0.2439) of Shaykh al-Albani.

Now, will every thief have his hand cut oft? Messenger
of Allah (82) explained it as reported in hadith
reported by al-Bukhari in his Saheeh no.( 6789):
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“The hand should be cut oft for stealing something

that is worth a quarter of a Dinar or more.”
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Anecdote from Ahdullah bin Masood explaining
importance of Hadith
Allah said in Al-Quran (59:7):

3z PR R o 220

Teila die a5 Loy 49355 J L30T 45K U
“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad £2)

gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you,

abstain (from it).”

Imam al-Bukhari reported in his Saheeh (n0.5939):
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“Narrated Algamah: Abdullah3? cursed those women
who practiced tattooing and those who removed hair
from their faces and those who created spaces between
their teeth artificially to look beautiful, such ladies as
changed what Allah has created. Um Ya'qub said,
"What is that?" Abdullah said, "Why should I not
curse those who were cursed by Allah's Messenger
(g%) and are referred to in Allah's Book?" She said to

him "By Allah, I have read the whole Qur'an but I
have not found such a thing. Abdullah said, "By Allah,
if you had read it (carefully) you would have found it.
(Allah says:) 'And what the Apostle gives you take it
and what he forbids you abstain (from it).”

32 Abdullah bin Masood was a companion of the Prophet Muhammad (&3). He was
also known by the kunyah Abu Abdurrahman. Abdullah is described as a thin, short
man with very dark skin and smooth hair reaching to his shoulders. He wore white
clothes and he could be recognized in the dark by his distinctive, high-quality
perfume. He was the sixth person to embrace Islam. He related 848 ahadith, but he
was best known for his knowledge of the Qur’an. It is reported in Musnad Ahmad (no.
3991) with an authentic chain that Ibn Masood climbed a tree to get something from
the tree top for the Prophet (£3). While climbing, his legs became exposed and the
companions saw how thin they were and this caused them to laugh. The Messenger
of Allah (g%) said: What are you laughing at? The legs of Abdullah will be heavier
on the scale on the Day of judgement than the weight of mount Uhud.” He died in
the year 32 A.H. Tor details refer to Al-Isaabah fee Tamyeez as-Sahabah of Hafidh Ibn
Hajr and Al-Istee’ab fee Marifah al-Ashaab of Ibn Abdul Barr.
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Anecdote from Sahabi Imran hin Hussain

Imam Haakim reported in his al-Mustadrak ala as-

Saheehayn (no.373) with trustworthy chain of narrators:
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‘Al-Hasan said: We were with Imran bin Hussain33

who was narrating Sunnah of Prophet (£%) to us. A

man said: O Abu Nujaid: Narrate us from Quran. So
Imran said to him. You and your companions recite

Quran, Do you find 1in it details and specifications of

33 Abu Nujaid Imran bin Husain bin Ubayd bin Khalaf al-Khuza’i was one of the
scholar among the Sahabah. He was well-known reciter of the Quran, a Qadhi (Judge)
and narrator of hadith. During the caliphate of Umar bin Al-Khattab, Imran was
sent to Basra, to preside as a judge and instruct its inhabitants in Islamic
jurisprudence and administer as lieutenant to governor Abu Musa Ashari while he
was away from Basrah. Ibn Abdul Barr said in al-Istee’ab fee Manfah al-Ashaab
(371208), that “Imran bin Hussain was an erudite scholar and from Fuqahaa (jurists)
among Sahabah, Muhammad bin Sireen said, No one of Companions of Messenger
of Allah () , who entered Basrah can be considered better than Imran bin
Hussain.”
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As-Salah (prayers) ? Do you find in it the details of
Lakah on gold, camels, cows and other wealth? We
witnessed all this (details of As-Salah and Zakah) but
you were not present (you did not witnessed it) . Then
he said: The Messenger of Allah obligated {akah on us
and explained it’s details. Then the man said: You
enlightened me, Allah enlighten you. Al-Hasan said:
So this man didn’t die except that he became one of
Fugaha (jurists) of the muslims.”
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Anecdote from Abdullah bin Abbas explaining
importance of Hadith
This incident of Ibn Abbas3* is reported in Sunan
Nasaee with an authentic chain:
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3% Abdullah bin Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib was a cousin of the Prophet (&5). He was

born in the year 3 B.H. (Before Hyrah). He was an expert in Zafseer of Quran and was
from Fugaha (jurists) among Sahabah. He narrated 1660 ahadith. He is referred as
Tarjuman al-Quran (interpreter of Quran). It is reported in Musnad Ahmad (10.2397)
with an authentic chain, Ibn Abbas said: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, put his hand on my shoulder and he said, “O Allah, give him
understanding in religion and teach him the interpretation of the Quran.” Even
though he was younger than the other companions, Umar bin al Khattab loved him
very much and always wanted him to be close to his meetings due to his great
knowledge. It is reported in Sakech al-Bukhari (no. 4970), “Narrated Ibn Abbas: Umar
used to make me sit with the elderly men who had fought in the Battle of Badr.
Some of them felt it (did not like that) and said to Umar "Why do you bring in this
boy to sit with us while we have sons like him?" Umar replied, "Because of what you
know of his position (i.e. his religious knowledge.)" One day Umar called me and
made me sit in the gathering of those people; and I think that he called me just to
show them. (my religious knowledge). Umar then asked them (in my presence). What
do you say about the interpretation of the Statement of Allah: ‘When comes Help of
Allah (to you O, Muhammad against your enemies) and the conquest (of
Mecca).” (Quran 110:1) Some of them said, We are ordered to praise Allah and ask
for His forgiveness when Allah's Help and the conquest (of Mecca) comes to us.
Some others kept quiet and did not say anything. On that, "Umar asked me, “Do
you say the same, O Ibn Abbas?” I replied, No. He said, “What do you say then?’ I
replied, That is the sign of the death of Allah's Messenger (£%) which Allah
informed him of. Allah said:'(O Muhammad) When comes the Help of Allah (to you
against your enemies) and the conquest (of Mecca) (which is the sign of your death).
You should celebrate the praises of your Lord and ask for His Forgiveness, and He is
the One Who accepts the repentance and forgives.' (110.3) On that Umar said, I do
not know anything about it other than what you have said.” He was also appointed
governor of Basrah during the caliphate of Ali. After Ali's death, he moved to Taif.
He had lost his sight before his death. He died in Taif in the year 68 A.H.
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“It was narrated from Asma bint Yazid that: A
paternal uncle of hers whose name was Anas said: Ibn
Abbas said: Does not Allah say: "And whatsoever the
Messenger (Muhammad (%)) gives you, take it; and
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). (Al-Quran
59:7) ? He said: 'Yes." He said: 'Does not Allah say: 'It
1s not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and
His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should
have any option in their decision (Al-Quran 33:36) ?’ I
said: 'Yes.' He said: 'l bear witness that the Prophet of
Allah (8%) forbade An-Nagi; Al-Mugayya; Ad-Dubba’,

and Al-Hantam.””
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Anecdote from life of Abdullah bin Umar

The following anecdote proves that companions used

to interpret Quran based on teachings of Messenger
of Allah (g) as testified by Ibn Umar3>.

Imam Ibn Majah reported in his Sunan (no. 1119) with

a fair chain of narration:
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35 Abdullah bin Umar was the son of the second Caliph Umar bin al-Khattab and a
brother-in-law of Prophet (£&). Abdullah bin Umar was the second most prolific
narrator of ahadith, with a total of 2,630 narrations. ad-Dhahabi said about him in
Styar Alam an-Nubala (3/204-217), “al-Imam, the role model, Shaykhul Islam Abu
Abdurrahman...He manumitted more than thousand slaves.” ad-Dhahabi said in
Tadhkirah  al-Huffadh (1/37), “He was most knowledgeable from Fugaha of
Madeenah.” Messenger of Allah praised him by saying, “No doubt, Abdullah is a
righteous man.” as mentioned in Sakech al-Bukhar: (no. 7029). Ibn Saad narrated with
an authentic chain in 7abagat al-Kubra (4/158) that Ibn Umar always used to dine
with poor. He was strict follower of fadith of Prophet (g%). It is rq)orlcd in jaami a-
Tirmidhi (no.824) with an authentic chain, “Salim bin Abdullah narrated that he had
heard a man from Ash-Sham asking Abdullah bin Umar about Tamattu after Umrah
until g, so Abdullah bin Umar said: It is lawful. The man from Ash-Sham said:
But your father prohibited it. So Abdullah bin Umar said: Is the order to follow my
father or is the order (to follow) for the Messenger of Allah? The man said: Rather it
is for the Messenger of Allah. So he said: "Indeed the Messenger of Allah did it.” It
is reported in Sunan Abu Dawood (n0.462) with an authentic chain, “Ibn Umar
reported the Messenger of Allah (&) as saying: If we left this door for women (it
would have been better). Nafi said: Ibn Umar did not enter (the door) until his
death.” He died in the year 74 A.H.

Page 90 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



It was narrated from Umayyah bin Abdullah bin
Khalid that he said to Abdullah bin Umar:

“We find (mention of) the prayer of the resident and
the prayer in a state of fear in the Qur’an, but we do
not find any mention of the prayer of the traveler.
Abdullah said to him: “Allah sent Muhammad (£%) to

us, and we did not know anything, rather we do what

we saw Muhammad (g%) doing.”
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Anecdote from life of Aisha (mother of helievers)
It is reported 1n Saheeh Muslim (no.1277):
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Hisham bin Urwah narrated on the authority of his
father who reported:I said to 'Aisha: I do not see any
harm to me if I do not circumambulate between al-
Safa and al-Marwa. She said: On what ground do you
say so? (I said: ) Since Allah, the Exalted and Majestic,
says:" Verily al-Safa and al-Marwa are among the Signs
of Allah." It (your assertion) were (correct), it would
have been said like this:" There 1s no harm for him,
that he should not circumambulate between them." It
(this verse) has been revealed about the people of
Ansar. Whenever they pronounced the 7albiya, they

pronounced 1t in the name of al-Manat during the

Page 92 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



Days of Ignorance; so they (thought) that it was not
permissible for them (for the Muslims) to
circumambulate between and al-Marwa. When they
(the Muslims) came with Allah's Apostle (may peace
he upon him) for Hgy, they mentioned it to him. So
Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, revealed this verse.
By my life, Allah will not complete the Hgy of one
who has not circumambulated between al-Safa and al-

Marwa.

Page 93 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



In the very next hadith it of Saheeh Mushm it states:
“Urwa bin Zubair reported:I said to Aisha3®, the wife
of Allah's Apostle (£%): I do not see any (fault) in one

who does not circumambulate between al-Safa and al-
Marwa, and I do not mind if I do not circumambulate
between them, whereupon she said: O, the son of my

sister, what you say is wrong. Allah’s Messenger (&)

36 Umm Abdillah Aisha bint Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq, The Mother of the believers, was
a scholar of hadith, Figh and Tafseer. Her intellect and knowledge in various subjects,
including arabic history, poetry, literature and medicine, were highly praised by
luminaries of Islam. She was the most beloved wife of the Prophet (£%:). She married
the Prophet (£3) at a young age and was able to fully mature and develop under his
guidance. Aisha is undoubtedly the greatest woman scholar of Islam to walk the face
of the earth. There is an encyclopedic work on her juristic views entitled Mausooah
Figh Aisha Umm al Mumineen: Hayaatuha wa Fighuha. She narrated 2210 ahadith. It is
reported in Jaami Turmidhi (no. 3883), “Narrated Abu Musa, Whenever we (the
Sahabah) of Prophet (Z%) had any difficulty on fadith, we asked Aisha, we always

found some knowledge concerning it with her.” It is reported in Sunan Darimi (no.
2901) with an authentic chain that Masrooq was asked, if Aisha knew the science of
laws of inheritance, he said, By Allah! I have seen senior Sakabah ask her questions on
the science of laws of inheritance.” There is an authentic narration reported in
Fadhail as-Sahabah of Imam Ahmad (no. 1636), “When death approached Aisha, Ibn
Abbas requested to visit her. Aisha said: I seek refuge of Allah from the hellfire. Ibn
Abbas said to her, O mother of believers! Indeed Allah will save you from fire, for
Allah has sent proof of your innocence from above the heavens.” It is reported in
Jaami at-Tirmidhi (no. 3885) with an authentic chain, “Narrated Amr bin Al-Aas that
the Messenger of Allah (£3) appointed him as a leader of the army of Dhatis-Salasil.
He said, So I went to him and said: ‘O Messenger of Allah! Who is the most beloved
to you among the people?” He said: Aisha I said: From the men? He said: Her
father.” It is reported in Jaami at-Tirmidhi (no. 3887) with an authentic chain,
“Narrated Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of Allah (£%) said: The virtue of
Aisha over women is like the virtue of Tharid over all other foods.” It is reported in
Jaami at-Tirmidhi (no. 3888) with an authentic chain, “Narrated Amr bin Ghalib that
a man spoke negatively of Aisha before Ammar bin Yasir so he said: "Be gone as one
despicable and rejected! Do you insult the beloved of the Messenger of Allah (&3)?”
Ibn al-Qayyim said falaa al-Afhaam page 241, From the virtues of Aisha is that ,”the
Messenger of Allah (£2) died in her house, on her day, in her arms, and he was

buried in her house.” She died in the year 58 A.H.
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observed Sa% and so did the Muslims. So it 1s a
Sunnah (of the Prophet).”
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Anecdote from Life of Umar

Umar®’ was very strict in following hadith. Imam
Khateeb al-Baghdadi reported an authentic report in
his book A/-Fageeh wal-Mutafagqih (1/559):
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37 Umar bin al-Khattab was one of the most powerful and influential Muslim caliphs
in history. He succeeded Abu Bakr as the second caliph. Under Umar, the caliphate
expanded at an unprecedented rate. He was an expert jurist known for his pious and
just nature, which earned him the epithet A/-Faroog ("the one who distinguishes
between right and wrong”). Here is an authentic story reported in Fadhail as-Sahabah
of Imam Ahmad (1/290-291) with an authentic chain which illustrates his piety,
justice and care for his subjects. Umar's servant Aslam relates that he came out with
'Umar one night, and went far out into the open area outside Madeenah. We were
out on a fact finding mission to distant hamlets on the outskirt of Madeenah. From a
distance we observed fire aglow far off. 'Umar said, "I believe the darkness of the
night and the cold have compelled some horsemen to sojourn here. Let us go and
see." We proceeded at a brisk pace and reached that spot. We saw a woman Sitting
there with some children around her, a pot boiling on fire, and the children crying.
'Umar greeted her and asked the woman about her condition and also what was
going on there. The woman told him that the darkness and cold had forced her to
stay there for the night. '"Umar asked her, "Why are these children crying?” And the
woman said in reply, "They are hungry". Then 'Umar asked her, "What is there in
that pot on fire?" The woman said, "Only water to console the children so that they
may remain quiet and go to sleep. And God alone shall judge between us and
'Umar". What the woman wanted to convey was that "Umar was not fair and just to
them. 'Umar said to her, "O good woman I What does 'Umar know about your state
of affairs?" To which she retaliated, "Why then should he hold the high office of the
Caliph when he is unaware of our condition?" Aslam relates that "Umar said to him,
"Let us go now". And we started from there with all haste, Aslam goes on to say, "and
reached the godown of provisions (of the Bait-al-maal) and "Umar took a bag of flour
and container of fat and asked me to load the bag on his back. I offered my services
but he angrily brushed aside my offer saying 'Can you relieve me of my burden on
the Day of reckoning also?’ (continued in next page)
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Umar38 bin al-Khattab said: “(Soon a group of) people
will argue with you regarding the Mushtabih (unclear
verses) from the Quran. So debate with them using the
Sunnah (of the Prophet). For verily the Ashab as-Sunan

38 (continued) So I loaded the bag on his back, and then we hastened to-wards our
destination at a fast enough pace and soon he placed the bag and taking out some
flour from the bag gave it to the woman and asked her to knead it while he himself
offered to fan the fire to a flame. So he started blowing the fire below the pot. His
beard was thick and I saw smoke percolating through his beard. He went on blowing
at it untl the food was ready, and he asked the woman to bring some vessel. And
when she brought a platter, he poured out the contents of the pot into it and asked
the woman to feed the children while he himself fanned to cool it. We sat there until
all of them had eaten to their fill. What was left of the flour and fat was handed over
to her and then 'Umar got up and I followed suit. The woman said, 'Allah bless you.
You are more deserving of that high office than the Amir of the believers." "Umar
said to her, 'Say only a good word. When tomorrow you come to see Amir of the
believers, you will find me there, Insha Allah.'After that "Umar went to some distance
and retraced his steps and hid himself close to their place of stay. I said to him that
that was not proper on his part to observe them from the place of his concealment.
But he kept quiet. We saw that the children were playing merrily and then they went
to sleep. 'Umar thanked Allah and got up and turning to me said, Aslam I Hunger
was growing at their stomachs and they were miserable and could not go to sleep. I
would not have been at ease until I had seen them happy and comfort-able. So I
looked at them from my position of vantage. You have also seen that they have gone
to sleep perfectly at ease.” Christian missionary William Muir said about Umar in his
book The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline And Fall from Original Sources, “Omar’s life requires
but few lines to sketch. Simplicity and duty were his guiding principles; impartiality
and devotion the leading features of his administration.”
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(People of Sunnah) are the most knowledgeable
people about the Book of Allah Al-Mighty.”.39

39 (continued) Edward Gibbon said in his book 7%e Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
page 220, “Yet the abstinence and humility of Omar were not inferior to the virtues
of Abubeker: his food consisted of barley-bread or dates; his drink was water; he
preached in a gown that was torn or tattered in twelve places; and a Persian satrap,
who paid his homage as to the conqueror, found him asleep among the beggars on
the steps of the mosch of Medina. Oeconomy is the source of liberality, and the
increase of the revenue enabled Omar to establish a just and perpetual reward for
the past and present services of the faithful.”

Philip Khuri Hitti wrote in his book The Arabs: A Short History page 74, “Simple and
frugal in manner, his energetic and talented successor, 'Umar (634—44), who was of
towering height, strong physique and bald-headed, continued at least for some time
after becoming caliph to support himself by trade and lived throughout his life in a
style as unostentatious as that of a Bedouin sheikh. In fact 'Umar, whose name
according to Muslim tradition is the greatest in early Islam after that of Muhammad,
has been idolized by Muslim writers for his piety, justice and patriarchal simplicity
and treated as the personification of all the virtues a caliph ought to possess. His
irreproachable character became an exemplar for all conscientious successors to
follow. He owned, we are told, one shirt and one mantle only, both conspicuous for
their patchwork, slept on a bed of palm leaves and had no concern other than the
maintenance of the purity of the faith, the upholding of justice and the ascendancy
and security of Islam and the Arabians.”

T:W Arnold said in his book The Caliphate page 33 “...the immense power which the
Caliphate had achieved during the reign of Umar. His armies tore from the Roman
empire some of its fairest provinces in the East, annexed the fertile land of Egypt,
and pushed their way westward along the coast of North Africa; they overran
Palestine and Syria, and after crushing the armies of the Persian King, established
Arab rule over practically the whole of the old Persian empire, until they reached the
banks of the Oxus in the extreme north east.”

There is an encyclopedic work on her juristic views entitled “Mawsoo’ah Figh Umar bin
al-Rhattab” covering 900 pages. He died in the year 23 A.H. For more details, read
The Biography of Umar by Dr Ali Sallabi in english.
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Hadith is preserved by Allah
Allah said in Al-Quran (15:9):
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Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and

surely, We will guard it (from corruption)

Imam Ibn Hazm explained this ayah in his book “/-
Ihkaam fee Usool Al-Ahkaam™ page 140:
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“The correct view is that all the words of Messenger
of Allah (&%) is from Deen (Religion) and is a revelation
(Wahy) from Allah. There is no doubt and there is no
difference of opinion among the specialists in (arabic)
language and of the Sharee’ah that Dhikr is everything
that is revealed by Allah. And all of the revelation is
preserved with certainty by its preservation by Allah.
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Anything that Allah preserves with his preservation
will not have anything lost from it. Nor will anything
ever be distorted of it except that there will appear
clear proof showing the falsehood (of that distortion).”

On the same page Ibn Hazm refuted those who say
that Dhkr in the above ayah refers only to Quran. He
(may Allah have mercy upon him) said about their

claim:
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“We say: and we ask Allah for guidance, this is a false
claim without any evidence and to specify Dhikr
without any proof, then it is from the falsehood.
Because Allah says: (And they say, “None shall enter
Paradise unless he be a Jew or a Christian.” These are
their own desires. Say (O Muhammad £ ), “Produce

your proof if you are truthful.”). And it is explained
that there 1s no evidence for his claim, so he is not
truthful in his saying. And Ad-Dhikr 1t 13 everything that
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was sent on the Prophet of Allah (g), from Quran or

Sunnah that 1s a revelation by which the Quran is
explained.”

Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah in Mamoo al-Fatawaa
(10/451):
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“And the Dhikr of Ar-Rahman 1s that which He (Allah)
revealed and that is the Book and the Sunnah.”

He (Ibn Taymiyyah) said in al-jawab as-Saheeh
(3/38-39):
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“And for this Ummah Allah has protected what He
revealed to them as Allah says: Verily: It 15 We Who
have sent down the Dhikr and surely, We will guard it
(from corruption). So what 1s wrongly interpreted in
the Quran, or the narration of /hadith and 1it’s
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interpretation, then Allah will make someone from
this Ummah to clarify it and mention the proof to
refute the falsehood and bring out the lies of those
who lie, because this Ummah does not gather upon
misguidance, and there will always remain a group
steadfast upon the truth until the day of judgement, as
the last of nations will have no prophet after their
prophet (Muhammed) and no book after their book

(Quran).”

Imam Abdurrahman Muallimee al-Yamani*? said in
at-"lankeel (1/234) in explanation of above ayah:
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“Ad-Dhifkr: it’s meaning comprises the Sunnah even if it

1s not mentioned 1n it’s words, but the Arabic language

40 He is the Imam, the Allaamah, Abdur-Rahmaan bin Yahyaa bin Alee bin
Muhammad al-Muallimee al-Utmee al-Yamani. He was a Muhaddith and Fageeh.
During the leadership of Muhammad bin Alee al-Idreesee at Aseer, He took over the
leadership of the Judges. .After the death of al-Idreesee in the year 1341A.H, he
travelled to India and worked in Daairat ul-Maaanif al-Uthmaaniyyah in Hyderabad,
correcting the books of fadith and history and authenticating them. This was at
roughly at the beginning of the year 1345H. He remained here for about 25 years,
working.He then came to al-Makkah in 1371H and was designated with the position
of trustee of the Library of the Haram at Makkah. Some of his works are A¢-Tankeel
bimaa fee ‘laneeb al-Kawtharee min al-Abaateel (A scholarly refutation of Zahid al-
Kawthari), Anwaar ul-Kaashifah (book in defense of hadith and a refutation of the book
Adwaa alas-Sunnah by Mahmood Abu Rayyah), Ilm ur-Ryaal wa Alimmiyyatihi and
numerous other works. His works are collected in voluminous encyclopedia entitled
Mawsoo’ah al-Muallimee al-Yamani wa atharuhu fee Ilm al-hadith. He died in the year 1386
A.H. For more details read Al-Ilaam (3/342) of az-Ziriklee.
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and everything that confirms to knowledge of truth

points out to it.”

It we ponder: Allah has ordered the believers in many
places in the Quran to obey and follow without

questioning what the Messenger of Allah (g%) has

commanded us to do and whatever the Messenger of

Allah (2%) did or asked us to do is preserved in the
form of Sunnah and Hadith.

Allah says in Al-Quran (4:59):
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O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger (Muhammad &%), and those of you
(Muslims) who are in authority.

Allah says in Al-Quran (59:7):
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And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad Zg) gives

you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain

(from 1t).
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And whatever Allah has commanded us to do is from
His perfect wisdom. If we were to ponder and think
rationally we would find that Allah would not ask to
follow something that would not be preserved. This in
itself is irrefutable proof that the Sunnah by all means
will be protected by Allah along with the Quran.
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Did Prophet (::] prohibit writing down of Hadith?

It is reported in Saheeh Mushim (no. 3004) that
Messenger of Allah (a‘é\g‘z) said:
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Do not take down anything from me, and he who took
down anything from me except the Qur'an, he should
efface that and narrate from me, for there is no harm
in it and he who attributed any falsehood to me-and
Hammam said: I think he also said:" deliberately" -he
should in fact find his abode in the Hell-Fire.

It is true that in the beginning Prophet (&%) had
prohibited some of his companions from writing
anything other than the ayaat of the Quran but
Prophet (£%) had in the same breath ordered them to
narrate his ahadith orally.. This prohibition of writing
down of ahadith was applied in the initial stages of
revelation of Quran, permission was given later to

write down and compile akadith.
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Imam as-Samaani*! said in Adab Al-Imla wal-Istimla
(1/147):
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“That the dislikeness of writing the ahadith was only
applicable in the initial stages, so there would be no
mixing with the Book of Allah. And when there came
a time when people were safe from confusion then

writing (of ahadith) was allowed.”

This 1s proven from number of evidences. Imam
Ahmad narrated in his Musnad no. 7242 with an
authentic chain:
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‘A man from Yemen called Abu Shah requested
Prophet (£&) to write down his sermon. Prophet (g2)
ordered (someone): Write it for Abu Shah.”

1 Abu Saad Abdul Kareem bin Muhammad bin Abu Muzaffar Mansoor as-
Samaani. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala
(20/456) and said “ Imam, al-Hafidh al-Kabeer; ath-"Thigah, Muhaddith of Khurasaan.”
Some of his works are Adab Al-Imla wal-Istimla, Al-Ansaab, Tareekh al-Marw, al-Amaali,
Fadhl ash-Shaam and so on. He died in the year 562 A.H.
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Hafidh Ibn Hajr*? said in Fath al-Bari (1/208):
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“What may be understood from the story of Abu
Shah (“Write it for Abu Shah”) is that the Prophet

(%) gave permission for hadith to be written down

=7

from him.”

42 Shihabuddin Abul-Fadl Ahmad bin Ali bin Muhammad known as Ibn Hajr al-
Asqalani was an Egyptian scholar of hadith, figh and tafseer. He authored more than
50 works on hadith, history, biography, tafseer, poetry, and figh. Ibn Hajr was appointed
to the position of Egyptian chief-judge (Qadhi) several times. His teachers include al-
Bulgini, Ibn al-Mulaqqin and Abdurraheem bin al-Husain al-Iraqi and others. Some
of his famous works are Fath al-Bar: (the most prominent and reliable commentary on
Saheeh al-Bukhari), al-Isabah fee Tamyeez as-Sahabah (comprehensive dictionary of the
companions), Tahdheeb at-Tahdheeb (the encyclopedia of hadith narrators), Bulugh al-
Maram min adillat al-ahkam and other works. He fell into few errors in matters of
Ageedah. Shaykh Abdul Azeez bin Baaz said about him as recorded in Majmoo Fataawa
Ibn Baaz (26/305), “al-Hafiz Ibn Hajr and other scholars are not infallible or free of
error. Not one of them is infallible. I wrote some comments on his book Fath al-Bar,
from the beginning of it to Aitab al-Hajj, and 1 noted my reservations about some
points. The point is that he i3 not infallible, and scholars who were greater than him
were not infallible either. When the truth becomes apparent, then truth is the lost
property of the believer. If proof is established concerning some matter, then we
must follow that for which proof has been established from the Book of Allah or the
Sunnah of His Messenger (%) even if it goes against the view of an Imam, an
Imam greater than al-Hafiz Ibn Hajr, and even if it goes against the view of some of
the Sahabah. Allah said: (And) if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to
Allah and His Messenger (£2). (Al-Quran 4:59).” Ibn Hajr departed this life in the
year 852A.H. His funeral was attended by ‘fifty thousand people’, including the
sultan and the caliph. His student as-Sakhawi wrote his biography entitled AL~ Jawahir
wa al-Durar fi Tarjamat Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Har (Pearls and Diamonds: the Biography
of Shaykhul Islam Ibn Hajr).
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Imam Abu Dawood?*? reported in his Sunan (n0.3646)

with an authentic chain:
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4 Abu Dawood Sulayman bin al-Ashath al-Azdi as-Sijistani was a great scholar of
hadith and figh. He traveled widely and went to Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Hijaz, Tihamah,
Khurasan, Nishapur, and Marv among other places in order to collect Aadith. Imam
ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (13/203) and said, “ He
is an Imam, Shaykh of as-Sunnah, from the masters of hadith...Muhaddith of
Basrah.” Some of the teachers of Abu Dawood were, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal,
Ishaq bin Rahaway, Abu Thawr, Yahya bin Maeen and others. His students include
Imam at-Tirmidhi, Imam an-Nasaee and others. Some of his works are Sunan Abu
Dawood, Kitab Ar-Radd ala Ahl al-Qady; Kitab Al-Maraseel, Kitab az-Zuhd etc. His most
famous of all his works is Sunan Abu Dawood which contains 4800 ahadith. Shaykhul
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah called Imam Abu Dawood Mujtahid al-Mutlag in his Majmoo al-
Fatawa (20/39). He was upon the madhab of hadith and he was not hanbali or Shafiee as
claimed by few people. The proof for this is , Imam Abu Dawood opposed hanbal,
shafiee madhab, maliki and hanafi madhab in various places in his Sunan. For example,
concerning ntkah of the virgin woman, hanbali, Shafice and hanafi madhab say that if a
girl is virgin, though an adult, her guardian has the authority to compel her for nitah;
meaning, her agreement is not a condition for the nikah to be valid. Now based on
hadith Imam Abu Dawood opposed all 3 madhabs as it contradicted fadith. Imam Abu
Dawood has brought a chapter concerning this issue in his Sunan entitled ‘Chapter:
On the virgin girl whose father marries her without her permission’ and then he
narrates the hadith of Ibn Abbas that a virgin girl came to the Prophet (£%) and

mentioned that her father had married her against her will, upon which the Prophet
(#8) gave the girl permission to keep or nullify the nikah. He died in the year 275

AH.
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“Narrated Abdullah bin Amr bin al-As: I used to
write everything which I heard from the Messenger of
Allah (g%). I intended (by it) to memorise it. The
Quraysh prohibited me saying: Do you write
everything that you hear from him while the
Messenger of Allah (£%) is a human being: he speaks
in anger and pleasure? So I stopped writing, and

mentioned it to the Messenger of Allah (Z%). He

signalled with his finger to him mouth and said: Write,
by Him in Whose hand my soul lies, only right comes

out from 1t.”

Imam Ibn al-Atheer mentioned unanimous agreement

of Muslims on writing down ahadith in Jaami al-Usool

(8732):
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“That the permission for writing (ahadith) 1s Naasikh (A

ruling that nullifies the previous command of

prohibition) by the consensus of the Ummah on it

being allowed. And the Ummah does not agree upon

something except that it is the truth.”
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Qadi Iyaadh** mentioned maa (consensus) on this in
Al-Ilmaa ila Ma’rifah Usool ar-Ruwayah wa-Tag’eed as-

Samaa (1/148):
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“And what came after this is the unanimous
agreement and consensus from all the scholars,
authorities and carriers of knowledge.

# Abul Fadl Iyad bin Amr bin Musa was the great scholar of Figh and a high judge
(Qadhi) in Granada. He visited Cordoba, Murcia, Almeria, and Granada in quest for
knowledge. Some of his teachers include Ibn al-Haaj and Ibn Rushd. He followed
Maliki school of thought. Some of his works are Tartib al-mardarik wa-tagrib al-masalik
l-manifat alam madhab Malik (Organizing the faculties and revealing the methods for discovering
the signs of the school of Malik), Al-Ilmaa ila Ma’rifah Usool ar-Riwayah wa-Tag’eed as-Samaa
on science of hadith, ash-Shifa bi taryf huguq al-Mustafa (The healing in knowing the
truths of the Chosen One), al-Mu'lim bi-fawa'id Muslim (a commentary on Saheeh
Muslim) and others. He died in the year 554 A.H. Cadi Ayyad University, also
known as the University of Marrakech, was named after him.
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Did Abu Bakr burn his compilation of Hadith? A
Refutation of Parvez

G.Parvez® tries to prove that Abu Bakr (May Allah be
pleased with him) was against following hadith. He said
in his book Mugaam-e-hadith translated into english as
Actual status of hadith page 6:

“Then Imam Dhahabi quotes parable of the
Messenger's wife Aisha and writes:The wife of the
Messenger mentions that her father (Abu Bakr) had
collected the ahadith of the Messenger which were five
hundred in number. She says: One night I noticed that
my father was restless in his bed and was very
perturbed. I asked him if he was in some bodily pain
or was this condition due to any bad news that he
might have heard? He did not answer my question. In
the morning he asked me to bring him the collection
of ahadith and then he made a bonfire of them all.”

I say:

5 Parvez was a famous hadith rejector from Pakistan. He was born in Batala, Punjab,
in British India in 1903. Poet Igbal, introduced him to Muhammad Ali Jinnah, later,
Jinnah appointed him to edit the magazine, 7Zalu-e-Islam through which he
propagated ideas of rejection of fadith. Refer to Aaina-e-Parveziyat by Shaykh
Abdurrahman Kilani
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Firstly; This narration is false. Imam ad-Dhahabi said
after quoting this narration in his book 7Zadkirah al-
Huffadh (1/5) : “This 1s not authentic.”. Parvez made
deception by quoting from book of ad-Dhahabi and
hiding ad-Dhahabi’s verdict on this narration.

Secondly; The above mentioned narration is weak due

to number of reasons.

1) Its first narrator Muhammad bin Moosa bin
Hammad was criticized by Imam Daraqutni as

reported in Suwaalat Haakim li Daraquini (no.221).

2) Another narrator Ali bin Salih 1is majhool (unknown)
as mentioned in Tagreeb at-tahdheeb (no. 4752).

3) Third narrator Moosa bin Abdullah bin Hasan bin
Hasan i1s criticized by Imam al-Bukhari who said
about him “Feehi nadhr”. Imam al-Iraqi explained
these words of al-Bukhari in his book at-7agyeed
page:163: Feehi Nadhr and Sakatoo “anhu — these two
expressions are used by al-Bukhari for a narrator
who 15 rejected in his narrations. Hafidh Ibn Hajr
explained this expression of al-Bukhari in his book
Al-Qawlul-Musaddad fi Musnad Ahmad page 10: “al-
Bukhari used ‘“Feelu Nadhr” regarding him and
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when he uses this expression then the narrator

according to him is abandoned in his narrations.

4) Its fourth narrator Ibrahim bin Umar bin

Ubaydullah 1s unknown 1in his narrations.

Thus the chain of this narration has darkness upon

darkness.

Thirdly; Abu Bakr himself narrated many ahadith of
Messenger of Allah (8g). If ahadith were not authority

in his eyes, he would not have narrated it.
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Answering the lies of orientalists and deviants that
Hadith was compiled much later.

Many orientalists, hadith rejectors and heretics
continuously spread this misconception that Aadith was

compiled much later.

Famous orientalist William Muir said 1n his book “Life

of Mohamet”#6 page xxx-xxx1 :

(19

But we posses no authentic remains of any
compilation of an earlier date than the middle or end
of the second century of the Hegira. Then, indeed,
ample materials had been amassed,and they have
been handed down to us both in shape of Buographies
and of General collections which bear upon every
imaginable point of Mohamet’s character, and record

the minutest incidents of his life”.

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan in his Al-Rhutbat al-Ahmadiya, A
reply to Muir’s Lafe of Mohamet” accepts contention of

46 William Muir was a Scottish Orientalist and staunch enemy of Islam. He was a
christian missionary who was appointed as a high official in the East India
company’s administration in India. Muir was one of the umpires from christian
side at the famous Agra debate between Carl Pfander and Rahmatullah Kairanwi.
Pfander was badly defeated in the debate and thus was transferred by missionary
society.Subsequently Rahmatullah Kairanwi wrote his famous book Izhar al-
Haqq after that debate. Muir said in his book The Life of Mahomet, vol. 4, page
322: “The sword of Mahomet, and the Coran, are the most fatal enemies of
Civilization, Liberty, and Truth, which the world has yet known.” He wrote
dozens of book against Islam. He died as a trinatarian polytheist in Edinburgh
and is buried in Dean Cemetery.
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Muir that significant writing of /fadith did not occur
within first century A.H.

False Prophet Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani said as
reported in collection of his books and articles entitled

“Roohami Khazaayn™ vol.19 page 61 :
“... hadith was compiled 100-150 years later”

Same 1dea was propagated by Joseph Franz Schacht as
he said in his book “Introduction to Islamic law” page
34 that the traditions came into existence “..from the
first half of the second century onwards”

Famous orientalist Gautier Juynboll,who specialized in
hadith said in his book "Muslim Tradition" page 5:

“I do not deny the possibility that the Companions
talked incessantly about their deceased leader, but I
think that it never took the programmatic form that
the sources want us to believe, and Aadith became only
standardized after the last Companions had died, not
while a relatively large number of the younger

Companions were still alive”

Insha Allah we shall analyze this claim in the light of

evidences.
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Writing of hadith during Time of Messenger of Allah (53

Its reported in most authentic collection of hadith
Saheeh Al-Bukhari no.113:
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Narrated Abu Hurairah*’: There is none among the

companions of the Prophet (&z) who has narrated
more ahadith than I except Abdullah bin Amr (bin Al-

47 Abu Hurairah Abdurrahman bin Sakhr ad-Dawsi al-Yamani was a great scholar
and companion of Prophet (%) . Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in
Styar Alam an-Nubala (2/578) and said, “He is Al-Imam, Al-Fageeh, Al-Mujtalid, Al-
Hafidh, companion of Messenger of Allah (£8:).” Dr Mustafa Sibaee said in his book
The Sunnah and its role in Islamic legislation page 405, “We have previously alluded to the
report that Abu Hurairah accepted Islam in the year 7 H, during the battle of
Rhaybar. But we must point out here that we consider the correct opinion to be that
he had a((epted Islam a great deal earlier, though we do hold that he emigrated in
order to join the Messenger of Allah (&%) in the year 7 A.H. We maintain that he
accepted Islam prior to the year 7 A.H based on the following two pieces of
evidence.” and then he quotes evidences. Abu Hurairah was destitute, and he took
up his place of residence in the Masjid of Prophet (£5) with others who were known
as Ahl as-Suffa. In the narration of Sakeeh Muslim (no.2491), Abu Hurairah said “I
said, Allah's Messenger, supplicate to Allah so that He may instill love of mine and
that of my mother too in the believing servants and let our hearts be filled with their
love, whereupon Allah's Messenger ({:g_';) said, O Allah, let there be love of these
servants of yours, i.e. Abu Hurairah and his mother, in the hearts of the believing
servants and let their hearts be filled with the love of the believing servants. (Abu
Hurairah said: This prayer) was so well granted by Allah that no believer was ever

born who heard of me and who saw me but did not love me.” He died in the year 59
AH.
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Aas)*® who used to write them and I never did the

same.

Its reported in Sunan Abu Dawood no.3646 with an

authentic chain of narration:
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“Narrated Abdullah bin Amr bin al-Aas: I used to
write everything which I heard from the Messenger of
Allah (g%). I intended (by it) to memorize it. The
Quraysh prohibited me saying: Do you write everything
that you hear from him while the Messenger of Allah

4 Abdullah bin Amr bin al Aas bin Wail bin Hashim was a scholar and COITlpril’liOH
of Messenger of Allah (£%). Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar
Alam an-Nubala (3/79) dlld said, “Al-Imam, an authority, the worshipper, companion

of Messenger of Allah (£2).” He was known to have read the pre-Islamic scriptures

before he embraced Islam and it is reported that he continued after becoming
Muslim. He fought in several battles during the lifetime of the Messenger (&) and

accompanied his father on many conquests including the conquest of Egypt and
Syria. He remained with his father until his father’s death. He died in the year 65
AH.
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(8%) is a human being: he speaks in anger and

pleasure? So I stopped writing, and mentioned it to
the Messenger of Allah (Z%). He signalled with his

finger to him mouth and said: Write, by Him in
Whose hand my soul lies, only right comes out from

it.”

Saheefab as-Sadiga

Imam Ahmad reported in his Musnad no.6645 and
Haakim in his Mustadrak 4/555 with an authentic

chain
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Abu Qabeel narrates that we were with Abdullah bin
Amr ibn al-Aas (companion of messenger of Allah

(88) someone asked him, Which of the two cities were

conquered first? Constantinople or Rome. So he
(Abdullah ibn Amr 1bn al-Aas) ordered safe box to be
brought to him, took out one book from it and said:
We were writing (hadith) with messenger of Allah (82)
and it was asked to him (g&), Which of the two cities

were conquered first? Constantinople or Rome. So
Messenger of Allah (%) replied: City of Herculius

will be conquered (Constantinople) first.

Imam Ahmad reported in his Musnad no 6851 with

an authentic chain of narration:
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Abee Rashid al-Hubrani said: I went to ‘Abdullah bin
‘Amr bin al-‘Aas and I said to him: “Narrate to me
what you listened from the Messenger of Allah (&Z2).”
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He handed me over a manuscript and said: “This 1s
what I wrote from the Messenger of Allah,(g2)...”

It is reported by Ibn Saad in his 7Zabagaat al-Kubra
(7/343)%
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Mujahid?® said: I saw a manuscript with Abdullah bin
‘Amr bin al-Aas so I asked about it. He said: “This is
al-Sadiga and in 1t is what I listened to from the

49 There is a slight weakness in the chain due to narrator Ishaaq bin Yahya,
it does not affect the narration as the fact is already established with
authentic narrations above.

50 Mujahid bin Jabar Abu Hajjaj al-Makhzoomee al-Makki was one of the greatest
authority in 7afseer. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-
Nubala (4/449) and said, “Al-Imam, leader of reciters and mufassireen... The whole
Ummah is agreed upon greatness Mujahid and using him for evidence. The authors
of the six books of hadith have also narrated from him” Some of his teachers are
Sa’ad bin Abee Waqaas, Ummul-Mu’'mineen Aisha, Abu Hurairah, Umm Haanee,
Abdullah bin Umar and others. His students include Qatadah, Hakam bin Utaibah,
Amr bin Deenar, Amash and others. Ibn Taymiyyah said about Mujahid in his
Mugaddimah _fee Usool at-"Tafseer page 10, “Mujahid studied the Qur’an with Ibn Abbas,
he stopped and questioned him about each and every verse and noted all of his
comments. That is why (Sufyan) ath-Thawree said, ‘If the comments of Mujahid
reach you then it is enough.” This is also the reason why Imam ash-Shafi’ee and
Imam al-Bukhari relied on Mujahid’s explanations. Similarly Imam Ahmad and
others of his like, who have commented on the Qur’an, quote the words of Mujahid
more than the words of any other person.” He died in the year 104 A.H.
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Messenger of Allah (£%) in it (meaning narrations in
the book) there is no step between myself and the
Prophet.”

Imam ad-Dhahabi said in Sipar Alam an-Nubala (4/58)
that this Saheefah was more precious to Abdullah bin
Amr bin al-Aas than his life.

Hafidh Ibn Hajr has quoted in Tahdheeb at-Tahdheeb
(8/49) from Yahya bin Ma’een that he said:
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“When Amr bin Shu’aib narrates from his father from
his grandfather it is from (that) book (Saheefah as-
Sadiqah) .”
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal narrated this “As-Sahifah™ of

Abdullah bin Amr bin al-Aas in his Musnad and
named 1t Musnad Abdullah bin Amr bin al-Aas.
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Copy written by First Caliph of Muslims Abu Bakr to
companion Anas bin Malikst

Its reported in Saheeh Al-Bukhart (no.1454):
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51 Anas bin Malik bin Nadar al-Khazraji Al-Ansari was a well-known Sahabi of
Prophet (£3). Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala
(4/418) and said, “(He is) the Imam, the Mufli, the reciter (of Quran), the Muhaddith,
the narrator of Islam, Abu Hamzah al-Ansari, al-Khazraji, al-Bukhari, al-Madani,
the servant of Messenger of Allah (Z3). his student, his follower and the last
companion to die.” It is reported in Saheeh al-Bukhari (no.1982), “Narrated Anas:
The Prophet (£2) paid a visit to Umm Sulaim and she placed before him dates and

ghee. The Prophet (£%) said, "Replace the ghee and dates in their respective
containers for I am fasting." Then he stood somewhere in her house and offered an
optional prayer and then he invoked good on Umm Sulaim and her family. Then
Umm Sulaim said, "O Allah's Messenger (£4)! I have a special request (today)." He
said, "What is it>" She replied, "(Please invoke for) your servant Anas." So Allah's
Messenger () did not leave anything good in the world or the Hereafter which he
did not invoke (Allah to bestow) on me and said, "O Allah! Give him (i.e. Anas)
property and children and bless him." Thus I am one of the richest among the Ansar
and my daughter Umaina told me that when Al-Hajjaj came to Basra, more than
120 of my oﬂsprmg had been buried.” It is reported in Saheeh al-Bukhari (no.6911),
“Narrated Abdul Aziz: Anas said, "When Allah's Messenger (£%) arrived at Medina,

Abu Talha took hold of my hand and brought me to Allah's Messenger (£) and
said, "O Allah's Messenger (£%)! Anas is an intelligent boy, so let him serve you."
Anas added, "So I served the Prophet (£%) at home and on journeys; by Allah, he

never said to me for anything which I did: Why have you done this like this or, for
anything which I did not do: Why have you not done this like this?” The Prophet
(g#) prayed for increase in his (Anas) wealth and children; so when he died he had
seen 120 sons and sons of his sons (male grandchildren). And he was one of the
richest people from the Ansaar. He died in the year 93 A.H (according to other
reports in the year 91 or 92). His age was 103 years (101 or 102 according to other
reports).
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“Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him)
reported that when Abu Bakr sent me to (collect the
Lakat from) Bahrain, he wrote to me a book with the
following: (In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful). These are the orders for compulsory charity
(<akat) which Allah’s Messenger (82) had made
obligatory for every Muslim.......

Copy of second caliph of Muslims Umar Bin Al-Kbattab
Its reported in Al-Amwaal of Ibn Zanjawiah (no.1397)

with an authentic chain:
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“Al-Layth bin Saad>? narrated to me saying; This is
the book of As-Sadagah....., then he mentioned
something like it saying: So Nafi (slave of Ibn Umar)
told me that this 1s the copy of the book of Umar bin
al-Khattab™.....

Its reported in Saheeh Muslhm no.2069:
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“Asim al-Ahwal reported on the authority Abu
Uthman saying: Umar wrote to us when we were in

Azerbayan.....”

52 Layth bin Saad bin Abdurrahman al-Fahmi al-Qalqashandi was a Muhaddith and
Fageeh. He was an eponym of the Laythi school of Islamic jurisprudence. Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (7/204) and said, “(He is)
al-Imam, al-Hafidh, Shaykhul Islam, scholar of Egypt.he studied under Nafi, Ataa bin
Abee Rabah, Ibn Abee Mulayka, Ibn Shihab az-Zuhree, Abu Zubair al-Makki and
so on.” His students include Abdullah bin Mubarak, Abdullah bin Wahb, Qutayba
bin Saeed, his son Shuayb bin al-Layth, Ahmad bin Yunus, Yahya bin Bukhair Yahya
bin Yahya al-Laythi and so on. Imam Ibn Saad said about him in his Zabagat al-Kubra
(7/358), “He was Thigah, having numerous authentic ahadith, he gave fatwa in Egypt
throughout his life, he was generous, noble, bounteous and hospitable.” ad-Dhahabi
said in Meezaan al-I'tidaal (3/423) that Layth is an authority by consensus of scholars.
Imam ash-Shafiee said as reported in Tabagat al-Muhadditheen by Abu ash-Shaykh al-
Asbahaani (1/406) with an authentic chain, “Layth bin Saad was a greater Fagech
than Malik bin Anas except that his students failed to convey his teachings.” It is
reported in Zareekh Baghdad (13/8) with an authentic chain that once Imam Malik
wrote to Layth bin Saad that he was in debt. Imam Layth sent him five hundred
Deenars. He died in the year 174 A.H.
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Book of fourth caliph of Muslims Ali
Its reported in Saheeh Al-Bukhart no.6903:
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“Narrated Ash-Shabi: I heard Abu Juhaifa saying, I
asked Ali» Have you got any Divine literature apart
from the Qur'an?' (Once he said...apart from what the
people have?) "Ali replied, 'By Him Who made the
grain split (germinate) and created the soul, we have
nothing except what is in the Qur'an and the ability
(gift) of understanding Allah's Book which He may

endow a man with and we have what i1s written in this

book (Saheefah of hadith).”

53 Ali bin Abee Talib Abd Manaf bin Abdul Muttalib bin Hashim was the cousin
and son-in-law of the Prophet (). He was the first boy to accept Islam and caliph
of Muslims. It is reported in Saheeh Mushim (n0.2404), “Saad bin Abee Waqqas
reported that Allah's Messenger (Z&) left Ali bin Abee Talib behind him (as he

proceeded) to the expedition of Tabuk, whereupon he (Ali) said: Allah's Messenger,
are you leaving me behind amongst women and children? Thereupon he (the
Prophet) said: Aren't you satisfied with being unto me what Aaron was unto Moses
but with this exception that there would be no prophet after me?” It is reported in
Saheehr Muslim (no.2405), “Suhail reported on the authority of Abu Hurairah that
Allah's Messenger (g%) said on the Day of Khaibar: I shall certainly give this
standard in the hand of one who loves Allah and his Messenger and Allah will grant
victory at his hand. Umar bin al-Khattab said: Never did I cherish for leadership but
on that day. I came before him with the hope that I may be called for this, but Allah's

A

Messenger (&) called Ali bin Abee Talib and he conferred (this honour) upon him

and said: Proceed on and do not look about until Allah grants you victory.” Ibn
Taymiyyah said in Fatawaa al-Kubra (1/56), “With regard to Ali bin Abee Talib being
one of the Ahlulbayt, this is something concerning which there is no difference of
opinion among the Muslims. It is so obvious to the Muslims that there is no need for
evidence to prove it. Rather he is the best of thedhlulbayt, the best of Bani Hashim
after the Prophet (#%). It was proven that the Prophet (g&) threw his cloak over Al,
Fatimah, Hasan and Husayn and said, O Allah, these are the members of my
household, so to remove Ar-Rys (evil deeds and sins) from them and purify them with
a thorough purification.” Ali was the hero of many a battle fought in the lifetime of
the Prophet(&:). With the exception of Tabuk, he joined all battles and expeditions.
He was not only a great warrior but a great scholar as well. He was Fageeh and
excelled in science of Tafseer. He died in the year 40 .H. For more details read T#e
Biography of Ali Ibn Abi Talib by Dr. Ali Muhammad Sallabi.
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Books of Abdullab bin Umar
Its reported by Imam Bukhari in at-Tareekh Al-Kabeer

(1/325) with an authentic chain and also Imam ad-
Dhahabi in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (4/322):
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It is narrated from Nafi that Ibn Umar had some
books which he used to look at before going out to
(narrate to) the people.

Booklet of Sababi Abu Bakrab ath-Thagqafi to bis son
Imam Ahmad reported in his Musnad (no.20467) with

an authentic chain that Abu Bakrah>* sent a scroll to
his son, the governor of Syustan, which contained
ahadith of Prophet (&zs).

5% Abu Bakrah Nufai bin al-Harith bin Kaldah bin Amr ath-Thaqafi was from the
companions of Messenger of Allah (£). He was a scholar and a great Fageeh. His
students include Ibrahim bin Abdurrahman bin Aouf, Ahnaf bin Qais, Muhammad
bin Sireen, Hasan al-Basari and so on. Imam Ali bin Muhammad al-Jazari said in
Asad al-Ghabah (4/391), “he was the virtuous one”. ad-Dhahabi said in Siyar Alam an-
Nubala (3/6), “He was from the jurist among companions.” Ibn Hajr said in al-Isabah

(107183), “He was from the virtuous ones from the companions.” He died in the
year 51 A.H.
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Booklet of Sababi Abu Rafi

Imam Khateeb al-Baghdadi narrated in his book A/-
Kifayah (1/330) with a good chain supported by
narration brought by At-Tabrani in Ad-Dua n0.498
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Abu Bakr bin Abdurrahman bin Hisham said that
Abu Rafi% gave him a book which described Prophet’s

method of praying and invocations.

Collection of a Sababi, Abu Hurayra

Imam Ibn Saa’d narrated in his 7abaqgat al-Kubra of
7/448 under: Kathir bin Murrah,
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5 Abu Rafi was a servant of Messenger of Allah (&%) and his disciple. Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (3/348). There is a
difference of opinion regarding his name. It is said that his name was Ibrahim and
some say it was Aslam. He narrated many ahadith from Prophet (2%:). Those who
narrated from him include his son Ubaydullah bin Abee Rafi, Amr bin Shareed, Abu
Saeed al-Magbari and others. He died during the caliphate of Uthman, some say
that he died during the caliphate of Ali.
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That Abdul ‘Aziz bin Marwan (d. 80 A.H.), the father
of Umar bin Abdul Aziz, wrote to Kathir bin Murrah
al-Hadharmi: “At Hims you have met seventy of the
companions of Messenger of Allah who fought at
Badr ... Write to me what you have heard of the
ahadith of the Messenger of Allah from his
companions, except those of Abu Hurayra for they
are with us.”’¥ This narration indicates that Abdul
Aziz bin Marwan had a collection of ahadith of Abu
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, in written
form with him and he was ordering it to be collected

from other companions.

56 All the narrators in chain are trustworthy except Abdullah bin Saleh who
1s Sudooq (truthful) but has some weakness which does not affect
authenticity.
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Collection of a Sababi, Abdullab bin Abbas

Imam Ibn Saad narrated in his 7Zabagat al-Kubra
(5/293) under the tarjama of Kurayb bin Abi Muslim

with an authentic chain of narration:
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Moosa bin Ugbah said: “Kurayb kept in front of us a
camel load or equal to a camel load of books of Ibn
‘Abbas and said: When Ali bin Abdullah bin Abbas
wanted a book, he would write to him saying “send
me the Saheefah (book) of so and so. And he said: So he
would copy it and send him either of the two (the

original or copy).

Book of Abdullab bin Masood

Abdullah bin Masood, may Allah be pleased with him,
also had his own book. Imam Ibn Abi Shaybaa
narrated in his Musannaf n0.26329 with an authentic

chain of narration:
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M’an said: ‘Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah bin Mas’ood

came to me with a book and swore, “Verily my father

wrote 1t with his own hand.”

Copy of badith in Muadh bin Jabal’s time
It 1s reported in Al-Amwaal of Ibn Zanjawiah (no.1892)

with an authentic chain:
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“It 1s narrated from Musa bin Talhah who said: I used

to have a copy from the time of Muadh57.”

Book of companion Samurab bin fundub:

Another famous companion, Samurah bin Jundub58
(may Allah be pleased with him), also had his
collection of Hadith. Imam Ahmad narrated in his

57 Abu Abdurrahman Muadh bin Jabal bin Amr bin Aus al-Khazraji al-Madani was
a great scholar and companion of Prophet (g%). Prophet (£3) encouraged his
companions to learn Quran under him. It is reported in Musnad Ahmad (n0.6786)
with an authentic chain that Prophet (£%) said, “Learn Quran from four Ibn
Mas'ood, Ubayy in Kaab, Muadh bin Jabal and Saalim the freed slave of
Hudhaifah.” It is reported in Jaami at-Tirmidhi (no.3790) with an authentic chain that
Prophet (£%) said, “The most knowledgeable of this Ummah concerning the lawful
and unlawful is Muadh bin Jabal.” Prophet (£%) sent him to Yemen as a teacher as it
is recorded in Saheeh al-Bukhari (no.1496), “Narrated Abu Mabad (the slave of Ibn
Abbas) Allah's Messenger (£%) said to Muadh when he sent him to Yemen, You will
go to the people of the Scripture. So, when you reach there, invite them to testify
that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah, and that Muhammad is His
Apostle. And if they obey you in that, tell them that Allah has enjoined on them five
prayers in each day and night. And if they obey you in that tell them that Allah has
made it obligatory on them to pay the Zakat which will be taken from the rich
among them and given to the poor among them. If they obey you in that, then avoid
taking the best of their possessions, and be afraid of the curse of an oppressed
person because there is no screen between his invocation and Allah.” Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (3/269) and said, “The
leader, The Imam..” Those who narrated from him include Ibn Umar, Ibn Abbas,
Jabir, Anas, Abu Umamah, Abu Muslim al-Khawlani and so on. He died in the year
18 A.H.

5 Samurah bin Jundub bin Abee Hilal al-Fazari was a scholar and companion of
Prophet (2%). Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Spar Alam an-Nubala
(3/183) and said “He was from the scholars among Sahabak.....He was harsh against
Khawary.” His students include Abu Qilaabah al-Jarmi, Abdullah bin Buraidah, Amir
ash-Shabi, Muhammad bin Sireen and others. He died in the year 58 A.H.
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book Al-Ilal wa Maa’rifatul rjaal (no. 2187) with an

authentic chain:
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“Ibn Aoun rafumahullah narrated that we went to
Hasan al-Basari and he showed us book of Samurah

(bin Jundub).”

Book of a Sababi, Jabir bin Abdullab:

Imam Ibn Saad reported in his 7Zabagat al-Kubra
(5/467) with an authentic chain of narration that
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Mujahid narrated from the booklet of Jabir.59”

59 Jabir bin Abdullah bin Amr bin Haram al-Ansari al-Khazraji was a prominent
companion of Prophet (£3). Jabir bin Abdullah al-Ansari is said to have accepted
Islam when he was about 7. In the Battle of Uhud, Jabir bin Abdullah was not
allowed by his father Abdullah to take part in Jihad. Jabir had seven sisters (some
historians say nine) and Abdullah wanted him to take care of his family. So instead
of fighting, Jabir served the thirsty soldiers. Jabir's father, Abdullah bin Amru bin
Haram al-Ansari was killed in the Battle of Uhud. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his
biography in Swar Alam an-Nubala (3/189) and said, * (He is) Al-Imam al-Kabeer, Al-
Muyjtalid, Al-Hafidh, companion of Messenger of Allah (g)...Al-Fageeh..He
transmitted great amount of knowledge from Prophet (£3:), Abu Bakr, Umar, Ali,
Abu Ubaydah, Muadh bin Jabal, az-Zubair and group.” His students include Saeed
bin al-Musayyib, Ataa bin Abee Rabah, Hasan al-Basari, Abu Jafar al-Baqir and so
on. He died in the year 78 A.H.
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Letter sent by a Sababi Usayd bin Hudazr
Imam Ahmad narrated in his Musnad (no.17986) with

an authentic chain:
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“It 1s narrated from Usayd bin Hudhair Al-Ansarif,
that one of the Bani Harithah told him that he was
working on Al-Yamamah, and then Marwan wrote to
him stating that Muawiyah wrote to him: That any
man who steals from him, then he has the right to it
that it’s price to be paid to him wherever he finds it.
He then said: So I wrote to Marwan: That the
Prophet judged (regarding this matter)...”

60 Usaid bin Hudair al-Awsi al-Ansari was companion of Prophet (£%). Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (3/206). Usaid bin
Hudair’s father Hudair al Ka'iab was the leader of al Aws and one of the great
nobles and strong fighter of the Arabs in the pre Islamic era. When Islam made its
way towards him he was guided by Allah. He took his place and became an Ansar.
Usaid bin Hudair embraced Islam quickly. He inherited from his father status,
courage, and hospitality. Before becoming a Muslim, he was one of the leaders of
Madeenah, a noble of the Arabs, and one of their excellent spearmen. He died in
the year 20 A.H.
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Students of a Sababi Al-Baraa bin Aazib writing down
Abadith

Imam ad-Darimi narrated in his Sunan (n0.520) with
an authentic chain:
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It 1s narrated from Abdullah bin Hansh that he said: 1
saw them (students) writing with Al-Baraa®! using the

ends of reeds on their palms.

Book of Hasan bin Ali, grandson of Prophet (4) .
Its reported in A/-llal of Imam Ahmad (no.639) with

an authentic chain:
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61 Abu Amara Baraa bin Aazib bin Harith al-Ansari was a great jurist and a
companion of Prophet (£2). Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siar
Alam an-Nubala (3/193) and said, “(He is) Fageeh al-Kabeer.he narrated numerous
ahadith and participated in many battles.” He accepted Islam at a young age and
fought beside the Prophet (£2) in fifteen battles. during the caliphate of ‘Uthman, he
was made governor of al-Ray (in Persia). He eventually retired to Kufa and there he
died in the year 72 A.H.
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“It 1s narrated from Abdurrahman bin Abee Layla
that he said; I asked Al-Hasan bin Ali52 about the
statement of Ali regarding A/-Rhiyar (Islamic ruling on
choices for both parties in trade), so he asked someone
to get a box from which he removed a yellow colored
book which had the statement of Ali about A/-Khiyar

mentioned 1n it.”

62 Hasan bin Ali bin Abee Talib is the grandson of Prophet (&), son of his daughter
Fatima (may Allah be pleased with her). Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography
in Spar Alam an-Nubala (4/326) and said, “(He is) Al-Imam, the leader, beloved of
Messenger of Allah (2%), leader of the youth of the people of Jannah, Abu
Muhammad al-Qurshi..” It is narrated in Jaami al-Tirmidhi (no. 3768) with an
authentic chain, “Narrated Abu Sa’eed that the Messenger of Allah (g3) said: Al-
Hasan and Al-Husain are the chiefs of the youth of Paradise.” It is narrated in Jaam:
at-Tirmidhi (no. 3773) with an authentic chain, “Narrated Abu Bakrah that the
Messenger of Allah (£3) ascended the Minbar and said: Indeed, this son of mine is a
chief, Allah shall bring peace between two [tremendous] parties through his hands.”
This prophecy of the Prophet (£8) came true. Hasan wrote to Muawiyah bin Abee
Sufyan (may Allah be pleased with him), offering to come to terms for a peace deal
between them. Muawiyah sent Abdullah bin Aamir and Abdurrahman bin Samurah
to him and a peace deal was concluded. Hasan swore allegiance to Muawiyah as
caliph, and yielded the caliphate to him. That occurred in 40 AH, which was called
the year of unity (aam al-jamaa‘ah) because the people united under Muawiyah in that
year. He died in the year 50 A.H.
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Collection of a Sababi, Anas bin Malik
Imam Bayhaqi%? reported in his Al-Madkhal (no.757)
with good chain of narration:
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“It 1s narrated from Anas bin Malik that he said; I
heard and wrote these ahadith from the Messenger of
Allah (g).”
Books of a sababi, Saad bin Ubadah

Imam Ash-Shafiee reported in his Musnad (no.1712)

with an authentic chain:

65 Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Husayn bin Ali bin Moosa al-Bayhaqi also known as Imam
Al-Bayhaqi was born in Bayhaq, in Khurasan. He was a Fagech and Muhaddith. He is
generally ascribed to Shafiee Madhab, though he was against Zagleed (blind following).
He said commenting on one hadith as recorded in Mamoo’ah Ajzaa al-Hadithiyyah
(2/235)“1 am not saying this by doing 7agleed, rather I am saying it based on the
evidences.” Some of his works are As-Sunan al-Kubra, commonly known as Sunan al-
Bayhaqi, Ma’nifah as-Sunan wa al-Athar, Al-Asmaa was-Sifaat, Dala"il al-Nubuwwah (The
Sugns of  Prophethood), Shu*ab al-Iman (The branches of faith) Al-I"tigaad ala Madhhab al-
Salaf Ahlussunnah wal-Jamaah and others. He fell into some mistakes regarding
attributes of Allah, though affirmed attributes of Face, Hands, Eyes, without 7a'weel
and 7Zafiweed. as it is evident in his book al-I'tigaad under the chapter, 4 Mention of the
Ayaat and narrations reported regarding the affirmation of the attribute of Face, Two Hands and
Eye.” within it he refutes the taweel of the Jahmiyyah and Mu'tazilah that "yad (hand)" is
qudrah or ni'makh (power, or favor), and he affirmed it with its apparent meaning. He
died in the year 458 A.H.
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It 1s narrated from Sa’eed bin Amr bin Sharahbil bin
Saeed bin Saad bin Ubadah®?, from his father who
narrated from his grandfather, he said; We found in
the books of Saad that the Prophet (&%) gave

judgement...

Hadith written from Umm al-Mu'mineen Aisha
Imam Ahmad reported in his Musnad (no.24566) with
an authentic chain:
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64 Saad bin Ubadah bin Dulaym bin Haritha was the chief of the Sa'ida clan of the
Khazraj tribe in Madeenah and was companion of Messenger of Allah (&3). It is
mentioned in Zabagat al-Kubra of Ibn Saad (3/613-617) that Saad was good at
archery and swimming and could write in arabic. His generosity was widely
acknowledged. Saad used to stand on his fortress, calling, ‘Whoever likes fat or meat
should come to Saad bin Ubadah’. Saad bin Ubadah accepted Islam at an early
date, in the year before Prophet’s (£%) arrival in Medina, and consequently he broke
all the idols of the Sa'ida clan. Saad intended to fight at Badr. He provided twenty
camels for the expedition and he gave Muhammad (£%) a sword named al-A4bd. He
went around the city urging other men to participate. But he suffered a scorpion-
sting or snake-bite shortly before the army departed, and so he had to remain in
Madeenah. He participated in all other battles with prophet (£%). He died in the
year 14 A.H.

Page 138 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



He said: I told him about Mu’awiyah bin Abi Sufyan,
and he was not pleased with what I told him, then he
wrote to Umm Al Mumineen to write to me about him,

so she wrote (to him) a book about him (Mu’awiyah).

Book of hadith compilation by Basheer bin Nubayk
student of Abu Hurairahb

Imam Ad-Darimi reported in his Sunan no.511 with an
authentic chain of narration:
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Student of companions of Messenger of Allah (£2)

Basheer bin Nuhayk said: I used to write whatever I
heard from Abu Hurairah. Then when I intended to
part from him I came to him with his book and then I
read it to him and asked, “This i1s what I heard from
you?” Abu Hurairah said,“Yes.”

Compilation of Tabiee Sa'eed bin Fubair

Imam Ad-Darimi reported in his Sunan no.512 with an

authentic chain of narration:
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It 1s narrated from Saeed bin Jubair6> that he said: I
used to hear Aadith from Ibn Umar and Ibn Abbas
(may Allah be pleased) with him during the night and
then I would write it...

Book of 1bn Abi Mulayka from Ibn Abbas

Imam Muslim narrated in introduction of his Saheeh
(1/13) with an authentic chain:

LS

65 Saced bin Jubair bin Hisham al-Asadi was one of the leading members of the
Tabieen. He was considered one of the leading interpreters of Quran, jurist, and
scholar of hadith of his time. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siar
Alam an-Nubala (5/187) and said, “(He is) Al-Imam, the reciter (of Quran), Al-Hafidh,
al-Mufassir....he was from the major scholars.” His ahadith are reported in famous six
collections of ahadith. Hafidh al-Mizzee mentioned his biography in Tahdheeb al-
Kamal (no.2245), his teachers include Anas bin Malik, Dhahhak bin Qais, Abdullah
bin Zubair, Abdullah bin Abbas, Abdullah bin Umar and others. Some of his
students are Ayub as-Sakhtiyanee, Bukhair bin Shihab, Thabit bin Ajlan, Zakhwan
Abu Salih and others. Ibn Hajr said in 7Tahdheeb at-tahdheeb (4/13), “Amr bin
Maymoon said that his father said that Saeed bin Jubair passed away and every one
on the earth attained his knowledge... Abul Qasim At-Tabari said: He is a reliable
Imam and authority on Muslims.....Ibn Hibban said: He was jurist, worshiper,
righteous and pious.” He was killed in the year 94 A.H.
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“It 1s narrated from Ibn Abi Mulayka®6 that he said: I
wrote to Ibn Abbas asking him to write me a book.”

Book of Tabiee Nafi (student of Abdullab bin Umar)
Imam Ahmad narrated in his Musnad (no.4835) with

an authentic chain:
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“Ibn Aoun said: and in the book of Nafi67...”

66 Abu Bakr Abdullah bin Ubaydullah bin Abee Mulayka at-Tameemi was a Tabiee,
Muhaddith and judge during the era of Abdullah bin Zubair. He narrated from Aisha
bint Abee Bakr, Asma bint Abee Bakr, Abdullah bin Abbas, Abdullah bin Amr al-As,
Abdullah bin Umar and others. His students include Ataa bin Abee Rabah,Amr bin
Deenar, Ayub as-Sakhtiyanee, Humayd at-Taweel and others. ad-Dhahabi
mentioned about him in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (5/89) and said, “Al-Imam, Al-Hujjah
(the authority), al-Hafidh.....He was a scholar, Mufii, and trustworthy in hadith.” He
died in the year 117 A.H.

67 Abu Abdillah Nafi servant of Abdullah bin Umar, was a great scholar of
Madeenah. He was Mufii and Muhaddith. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his
biography in Syar Alam an-Nubala (5/95) and said, “(He is) al-Tmam, al-Mufii,
trustworthy (in narration), scholar of Madeenah”..Some of his teachers are Abdullah
bin Umar, Aisha, Abu Hurairah, Abu Saeed al-Khudri, Umm Salamah and others.
His students were az-Zuhree, Ayub as-Sakhtiyanee, Ubaydullah bin Umar, Humayd
at-Taweel, Ibn Jurayj, Ibn Aoun, Yunus bin Ubayd, Malik bin Anas and others. He is
trustworthy in Aadith by unanimous agreement of scholars. He died in the year 117
AH.
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Compilation of Kurayb
Imam Ibn Saad reported in his Zabagat (5/293) with

an authentic chain:
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Musa bin Ugbah narrated to us saying: Kurayb placed
next to us a load of books of Ibn Abbas. He said: If
Al bin Abdullah ibn Abbas wanted a book he would
write to him saying “Send to me such and such book”.
He said: Then he would copy it down and send him

one of the two (original or copy).

Compilation of Najdah bin Aamir
Imam Ahmad reported in his Musnad (no.3200) with
an authentic chain:
s olie ol 61 ol o 8mi S 115 5y 0 3430 0
S g GBS T8 o ulse ol gt cLdl e
) SSac s

Page 142 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



It 1s narrated from Yazeed bin Hurmuz that he said:
Najdah bin Aamir wrote to Ibn Abbas asking him
about different matters and I used to see Ibn Abbas
when he used to read his book and when he used to

write his answers then he would write to him.

Book of Aqbab bin Abi Hasana

Copy of his manuscript was present with Imam
Dhahabi. Ad-Dhahabi mentioned in his book Meezan
Al-Itdaal under the biography of Agbah bin Abee
Hasana (3/85).

I say: And this 1s a good nuskhah that I happened to

come upon, and most of it ahadith are preserved.

Book of Saeed al-Magburi

Imam Ibn Hibban mentioned in his A#-Thigaat
(7/387)

under biography of Muhammad bin Ajlan.

@2 e 4l e Garug S5 (ool o Sl wans gacs a3y

Page 143 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



L Olai¥l g Loo 138 uilg 85058 (2l (e LS Lelanyg Led
- , | ~.&$\j|-€-|s«~.~ ]|[;‘2{

And Saeed Al Magbari heard from Abu Hurairah and
he also heard from his father who had heard from Abu
Hurairah, so he got confused and couldn’t
differentiate in his book from whom he had heard and
he made all the narrations from Abu Hurairah and
this 1s not something that a person should consider
because the book is entirely correct.

Sa’eed al-Magburi had book of ahadith which he
compiled from Abu Hurairah. This book was under

possession of Muhammad bin Ajlan.

Book of Tabiee Abu Sufyan Talbha bin Nafi

Imam Ibn Abee Hatim ar-Razee reported in his book
Al-Maraseel (no.364) with an authentic chain:
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Wakee’ narrated to us saying: I heard Shu’bah saying:
Hadith of Abu Sufyan which he narrated from Jabir is
a book.
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Book of Sulayman bin Qais al-Yashkar:

Imam Ya’qoob bin Sufyan al-Fasawi narrated in his
Al-Ma’nifah wa at-"Tareckh (2/279) with an authentic

chain:
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He said: Sulayman Al-Yashkari used to live near
Makkah for a year and near to Jabir bin Abdullah. He
wrote a book from (what he heard) from Jabir. Then
he passed away early and the book remained with his

mother.

Book of Abu Zubair Mubammad bin Muslim

Imam Ya’qoob bin Sufyan al-Fasawi narrated in his
Al-Ma’nifah wa at-Tareekh (1/166) with an authentic
chain:
JB a0 2l
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Al-Layth bin Sa’d said: Abu Zubayr came to me and
took out a book so I asked: Is this what you heard from
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Jabir? He replied: Who other than him. I asked again:
What you heard from Jabir? So he took out this book

for me.

Dr Mustafa Azami said in his book “Studies in Hadith
Methodology and Literature page 73:

“I have established in my doctoral thesis Studies in
early Hadith Literature that even in the first century
of the Hijra many hundreds of booklets of fadith were
in circulation. If we add another hundred years, it
would be difficult to enumerate the quantity of
booklets and books, which were in circulation. Even by
the most conservative estimate they were many

thousands”. Details are present in his book “Studies in
early hadith literature” (page 34-180)
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What happened to them?Why only small
amount of early literature is present now?

Dr Mustafa Azami in his book "Studies in Hadeeth
Methodology and Literature” page 75,under chapter
“Farly hadith literature, What happened to them?”
writes as to why only small amount of early literature

1s present now?

He says: “These books were not destroyed nor did
they perish, but (they) were absorbed into the work of
later authors. When the encyclopedia-type books were
produced scholars did not feel the necessity to keep
the early books or booklets and so slowly they
disappeared.” Then he goes on to prove this from

page 75 onwards.

The proofs on preservation and writing down of
ahadith by companions and their students and so on
are so numerous that no just researcher will deny it.
That is why even the critics of Islam admitted to this
fact, yet we have ignorants who say hadith was

compiled much later.
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Academics who admitted the fact that Hadith was
compiled since the time of Prophet

Famous academic Fuat Sezgin6® admitted this fact in
his book “Geschichte des Arabischen Schrifitums” vol. 1,
pages 115-52. He concluded that companions of
Messenger of Allah wrote down hadith in form of
"fuzz' and 'Saheefah’ and those writings were brought
together in the last quarter of the first century Hyn
and the first quarter of the second century. And that
later books like  (kutub al-masaaneed) covered those
ahadith. He also concluded that Imam al-Bukhari, in
fact, took his material from about 200 books compiled

by his shupookh from the previous generation.

Nabia Abbott said in her book “Studies in Arabic Laterary
Papyrt” volume 2 page 37: “The sources are
unanimously emphatic that 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr al-As
from the start recorded hadith and sunnah.”

68 ['uat Sezgin was professor emeritus of the History of Natural Science at
Johann Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt, Germany and the founder
and honorary director of the Institute of the History of the Arab Islamic
Sciences there. Sezgin did his PhD under the German Orientalist Hellmut
Ritter in 1950. His thesis titled "Buhari’nin Kaynaklar1” (The Sources of Al-
Bukhari) argued that, contrary to the common belief among European
orientalists, al-Bukhari's edition of collected ahadith was based on written
sources dating back to the 7th century as well as oral history.
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She continued on the same page: “Family wnads of
several generations of literate traditionalists imply
continuous written transmission - an implication that
is reinforced by the large number of traditions
accredited to the members of such families and by the
appearance of clusters of such traditions in the

standard collections.”

Abbott® concludes on page 39 of her book: “The
development of the family wnad and continuous
written transmission lead to the third inescapable
conclusion, namely that the bulk of the hadith and
sunnah as they had developed by about the end of the
first century was already written down by someone

somewhere ..."

James Robson said as mentioned under "Hadith",
section in the third volume of “The Encyclopaedia of

Islam”™:

69 Nabia Abbott was an American orientalist. She was the first professor of
Oriental Studies at the University of Chicago . Through the research it
gained worldwide recognition in the field of old Islamic Written documents.
In Chicago in 1933, she wrote her doctoral thesis on a group of early
Islamic papyri from Egypt. Since 1939 her books appeared on Arabic
palacography. She wrote books about the origin of the North Arabic script
and their Koranic development . From 1957 to 1972 she wrote three
volumes on the editions of literary papyri. Through their work on the
"woman in the Orient" it became known to a wider audience. She died on

15 October 1981 in Chicago.
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“ There were, even quite early, men who made notes
for their own guidance, and these notes formed a basis
for larger works produced later. Among them mention
may be made of Urwa b. al-Zubayr (d. 94/712 or
99/717) in Medina who 1s quoted as transmitting
many traditions from his aunt 'Aisha, and Muhammad
b. Muslim Ibn Shihab al-Zuhri (d. 124/741) who
settled in Syria and was one of the most widely quoted
authorities. Reference 1s even made to safufas (scripts)
in which some Companions of the Prophet collected

traditions”. End of Robson’s70 words.

Professor Nagendra Kr Singh said in Encyclopaedic
Historwography of the Muslim World volume 1 Page 317: *
Compilation of hadith in a book form had become a
known practice even during the prophet’s lifetime. We
are told that Ali b. Abu Talib had compiled a small
book containing Traditions of the Prophet, ‘Abdullah
b. ‘Amr b. Al-As has also collected by permission of
the Prophet, some Traditions in a book, which he
named as al-Sahifa al-sadiqa. Similarly, Jabir b.
Abdillah (d. 78 A.H.) was the compiler of a small

70 James Robson was an orientalist who translated Mishkat al-Masabeeh into
english “The Niche for lamps™ in 4 volumes. For more details on him refer
to Ph.D. thesis by Alshehri Mohammed from University of Birmingham
entitled “A critical study of western views on Hadith with special reference
to the views of James Robson and John Burton™.
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collection of hadith. Abu Huraira and Amr b. Hazm
are also reported to have gathered some Traditions
while the latter had also committed to writing a
number of such letters of the Prophet as he had
despatched to the neighbouring rulers inviting them to
embrace the new faith. Abu Huraira, a close
companion of the Prophet, had preserved and

transmitted a large number of traditions.

Apart from oral transmission, he is reported to have
dictated some traditions to his pupils who committed
them to writing. Hammam b. Munabbih compiled a
book entitled al-sahifa, of which the manuscripts are
found in the libraries of Berlin and Damascus. Its
Arabic text along with the Urdu Translation and
necessary notes has recently been published by Dr.
Hamidullah. Ma’mar b. Rashid, a disciple of
Hammam, also compiled a book entitled Jami,
Manuscripts of which are in the Ankara University

Library and in Istanbul.

Abu Bakr Abd al-Razzaq bin Hammam al-San’ani
(126-211 A.H.) was a student of Ma’mar and one of
the teachers of Ahmad bin Hanbal. He is also the
compiler of a book entitled nusannaf . In view of these
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facts, it would be erroneous to assume, as some of the
orientalists do, that the work of Aadith compilation was
unknown during the prophet’s lifetime, and hence the
entire collection of /hadith becomes of questionable
authenticity.

We have seen that Abu Huraira, his pupill Hammam
b. Munabbih, his disciple Ma'mar and his pupil
Rashid, his student Abd al-Razzq and his pupil
Ahmad b. Hanbal have made continued efforts in
preserving and compiling the hadith literature. After
the discovery of these works we may rightly suppose
that there must have been some other compiled works
which did not come down to us. It should be also kept
in mind that because of scarcity and dearth of writing
material, oral transmission was a popular practice
during the early days of Islam. Furthermore, this had
become a common practice since the pre-Islamic days
because ‘Days of the Arab’, legends of the Prophets,
and the Jahulyyya poetry were transmitted orally. Nay;,
dictation or writing of such material was rather looked
down upon as compared to oral transmission.” End

quote.
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Saheefab as-Sadigab of sababi Abdullab bin Amr bin al-
Aas

This book “Saheefah as-Sadigah” 1s published with the
research of Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah. There are
436 narrations in it and all these narrations are
present in Musnad of Imam Ahmad and Sunan Darima.
Most of the narrations are found in Musnad Ahmad
under Musnad Abdullah bin Amr bin al-Aas in volume 2
from page 158 to 226.

FEamous book of Hammam bin Munabbib7':

Alhamdulillah. 1t 1s present to this day. Dr. Hamidullah
published it after carefully comparing the two
manuscripts. It has 136 afhadith. Imam Ahmad has
quoted these narrations in his Musnad. More details

about this book are mentioned after few pages.

71" Abu Ugbah Hammam bin Munabbih bin Kamil al-Yamani as-San’ani was a
brother of Wahb bin Munabbih and a scholar of hAadith. Imam ad-Dhahabi
mentioned his biography in Sipar Alam an-Nubala (4/544) and said, “Al-Imam, al-
Allamah..” His teachers include Abdullah bin Zubair, Abdullah bin Abbas, Abdullah
bin Umar, Abu Hurairah and others. Some of his students are Mamar bin Rashid,
Ageel bin Magqal etc. He died in the year 101 A.H.
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Book of Ubaidullab bin Umarr?

He was a student of Nafi freedman of Ibn Umar
Hafidh Ibn Hajr said in Tahdheeb at-Tahdheeb (7/40)
that Ubaidullah bin Umar had many books.
Manuscript of his book is present in Zahirtyyah
library in Damuscus and it 1s not yet published.

Famous Seerab of Ibn Ishaaq

He is Muhammad bin Ishaaq bin Yassar’3. He was
from  younger Tabi’een. Part his book As-Seerah™ is
published with 727 pages.

72 Ubaidullah bin Umar bin Hafs bin Aasim bin Ameer al-Mumineen Abee Hafs
Umar bin al-Khattab was great scholar of hadith from Madeenah. Imam ad-Dhahabi
mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (6/395) and said, “(He is) al-Imam,
the reciter, al-Hafidh, Abu Uthman al-Qurashi..” Some of his teachers were Salim
bin Abdullah bin Umar, Qasim bin Muhammad, Nafi, Ataa bin Abee Rabah and
others. His students include Shu’bah, Hammad bin Salamah, Ibn Jurayj, Mamar

and others. He died in the year 147 A.H.

73 Muhammad bin Ishaaq bin Yasaar bin Khiyaar al-Madani was great scholar of
hadith and Seerah. It is reported in Tareekh al-Baghdad (1/228) with an authentic
chain that Imam Shubah bin Hajjaj said, “Ibn Ishaaq is Sayyid al-Muhadditheen (The
Leader of scholars of hadith) because of his great memory.” Some of his teachers are
Ayyub as-Sakhtiyani, Yahya bin Saeed al-Ansari, Amr bin Maymoon bin Mihran
and others. His students include Hafs bin Ghiyath, Hammad bin Zayd, Hammad
bin Salamah, Sufyan ath-Thawree, Sufyan Ibn Uyaynah, Shareek bin Abdullah,
Shubah bin al-Hajjaj and others. He died in the year 150 A.H.
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Kitab al-Manasik by Imam Saeed bin Abi Arubar+
His book Ritab al-Manasik has 163 ahadith.

Jaami Ma’'mar bin Rashid

Ma’mar bin Rashid7s was student of Tabi’een. Jaami
of Ma’mar bin Rashid was compiled earlier than
Muwatta of Imam Malik. Jaami Ma’mar bin Rashid
is published in tenth volume of Musannaf Abdul al-
Razzaq from page 379 till end

Muwatta of Imam Malik

Imam Malik bin Anas studied and narrated ahadith

from many Tabi’een like Nafi freedman of Ibn Umar,
Muhammad bin Muslim bin Shihab az-Zuhri, Aamir

7+ Saeed bin Abi Aruba was from younger 7abi’een. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned
his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (6/413) and said, “Al-Imam, al-Hafidh, scholar of
people of Basrah...he was the mountain of knowledge.” He narrated ahadith from
middle level 7abi’een like Ayub al-Sakhtiyani, Hasan al-Basari, Qatada, Muhammad
bin Sireen and others. Some of his students are Sufyan ath-Thawri, Shubah bin
Hajjaj, Yazeed bin Haroon and others. He died in the year 156 A.H.

75 Mamar bin Rashid al-Azdi was Fageeh and one of the famous scholars of fadith.
Al-jlee said in his ath-Thiqaat (1/435) that Mamar was one of the intellectuals of
men.He ahadith from like Tabi’een Qatadah, al-Zuhri, Amr bin Dinar, Hammam bin
Munabbih, Al-A'mash, Yahya bin Abi Kathir, Zaid bin Aslam, and Ayub al-
Sakhtiyani. Some of his students are Muhammad bin Jafar, Abdur Razzaq, Hisham
bin Yusuf and others. He died in the year 153 A.H.
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bin Abdullah bin Zubair, Yahya bin Saeed al-Ansari,
Zayd bin Aslam, Salih bin Kaysan and others.

Muwatta 1s one of the great books of Islam which
includes a number of marfoo ahadith and mawqgoof
reports from the Sakabah, Tabi’een and those who came

after them. It also includes many rulings of Imam
Malik. Muwatta narrated by Yahya bin Yahya has 1955
ahadith.

Kitab az-Zubd of Wakee bin Jarrabrs

It has 539 ahadith.

Kitab az-Zubd of Abdullah bin Mubarak
It has 1627 ahadith

76 Wakee bin Jarrah bin Malee al-Koofi was famous Fageeh and Muhaddith. Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (7/599) and said, “ (He
was) al-Imam, al-Hafidh, Muhaddith of Iraq..from the noble ones.” His teachers
include Hammad bin Salamah, Sufyan ath-Thawri, Sufyab bin al-Uyainah,
Abdurrahman al-Awzaee, Sulayman bin Amash, Shubah bin Hajjaj and other
luminaries. He was the famous teacher of Imam Shafiee, Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal
and countless other luminaries. He was a Myjtahid. Ibn Ammar said, as reported in
Tareckh al-Baghdad (13/479) with an authentic chain, “There was no one in Koofah at
the time of Wakee bin Jarraah a greater Fageeh and the more knowledgeable of fadith
than Wakee.” He was highly against blind following. It is mentioned in Jaami at-
Tirmidhe under hadith (n0.906), “Imam at-Tirmidhi said, I heard Abu as-Saaib saying:
We were with Wakee when he said to a man from Ahl ar-Ray (people of opinions) :
The Messenger of Allah (&) marked (sacrificial cattle), while Abu Haneefah said
that doing so is mutilation.” The man said: ‘It has been reported from Ibraheem an-
Nakhaee that he said marking is mutilation. I saw Wakee’ becoming severely angry
and he said: ‘I tell you that the Messenger of Allah (£&) said, and you say Ibraheem
said?” You deserve to be imprisoned and not let out until you leave this saying of

yours.” He died in the year 196 A.H.
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Kitab ad-Dua of Mubammad bin Fudail
It has 161 ahadith.
Musannaf Abdur Razzaqr7
It has 21033 narrations.
Musannaf 1bn Abi Shaybab
It has 37930 narrations.
Musnad 1bn Abi Shaybah
It has 998 ahadith.
Al-Faami 1bn Wahb

It has 528 ahaduth.
Musnad ash-Shafiee

It has 391 pages.

Musnad Abmad

It has 28199 ahadith.

77 Abdur Razzaq bin Hammam bin Nafi al-Yamani as-Sanani was Mufassir and
great Muhaddith of Yemen. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam
an-Nubala (8/222) and said, “ Al-Hafidh al-Kabeer, scholar of Yemen..” His pursuit of
studies also included travels to Makkah, Madeenah, Syria and Iraq, where he studied
under many scholars in all these cities. His teachers include Sufyan ath-Thawri,
Sufyan bin Uyainah, Abdullah bin Mubarak, Abdurrahman al-Awzaee, Fudhayl bin
Iyaad and others. His students include Ahmad bin Hanbal, Ishaq bin Rahaway, Ali
bin al-Madeeni, Yahya bin Macen, Zuhair bin Harb and other luminaries. His
ahadith are reported in famous six books of fadith. Imam al-Bukhari alone narrated
more than 100 narrations from him in his Sakeeh. Hafidh Ibn hajr said in Tagreeb at-
Tahdheeb (no. 4064), “Thigah Hafidh, author of great books”. He died in the year 221
AH.
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Musnad Abu Dawood Tiyalisié
It has 6767 ahadith.

All the above books were written before Saheeh al-
Bukhart and Saheeh Mushim.

78 Abu Dawood Sulayman bin Dawood bin Jarood al-Basari at-Tiyalisi was great
memorizer and scholar of hadith. Hafidh al-Mizzee mentioned his biography in his
Tahdheeb al-Kamal (no. 2507) and quoted from Amr bin Ali al-Fallas that he said “I
have not seen anyone from Muhadditheen who has memorized more than Abu
Dawood at-Tiyalisi.” His teachers include Hammad bin Salamah, Hammad bin
Zayd, Sufyan ath-Thawri, Sh’ubah bin Hajjaj etc. Some of his students are Alee bin
al-Madeeni, Ahmad bin Hanbal and many others. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his
biography in Siar Alam an-Nubala (8/110) and said, “al-Hafidh al-Kabeer, author of al-
Musnad..” He died in the 204 A.H.
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Preservation of Hadith through memorization

It 1s reported in Sunan Abu Dawood (n0.3659) with an
authentic chain that Prophet (%) said:
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“You hear (from me), and others will hear from you;

and people will hear from them who heard from you.”

It 13 reported in Sunan Abu Dawood (n0.3660) with an
authentic chain that Prophet (%) said:
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May Allah brighten a man who hears a tradition from
us, gets it by heart and passes it on to others. Many a
bearer of knowledge conveys it to one who is more
versed than he 1s; and many a bearer of knowledge is

not versed 1n 1it.

From this hadith, Sahabah understood the importance
of conveying ahadith of Prophet (g%) and they started
memorizing the ahadith of Messenger of Allah and
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transmitting it exactly as they had heard. This hadith
became very famous, and today it has reached us from
twenty companions, with 175 different chain of

narrations and recorded in 45 books of hadith. Scholar

of hadith from Madeenah, Shaykh Abdul Muhsin al-
Abbad wrote an entire book on this fadith. So the
Muslims right from the beginning gave special
attention to memorizing the hadith.

It 1s reported in Saheeh al-Bukhari (no.120):
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Narrated Abu Hurairah: I have memorized two kinds

of knowledge from Allah's Messenger (£z:)

It is reported in Saheeh Muslim (n0.964):
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Samura bin Jundub said: I was a young boy during the

time of the Prophet (€%) and I memorized (what I

learnt from him)
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It is reported in Sunan Nasaee (no. 5711) with an

authentic chain:
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It was narrated that Abu Al-Hawra' As-Sa'di said: I
said to Al-Hasan bin 'Ali, may Allah be pleased with
him: 'What did you memorize from the Messenger of
Allah (g%) ?' He said: I memorized from him: 'Leave

that which makes you doubt for that which does not
make you doubt.’

It 1s narrated in Saheeh al-Bukhari (no.7438) :
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Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri’® then said, "I testify that I
memorized from the Prophet (£%) saying...”

It is reported in Sunan ad-Darimi (n0.2013) with an

authentic chain:

alivs ale dlt] (Lo alt] Jguuy opo clada 118 Gugl o 9l e

Shaddad bin Aus said: “I memorized from Messenger
of Allah..”

Imam Ahmad reported an authentic fadith in his
Musnad (no.5757):

Ibn Umar said: “I memorized from Messenger of
Allah (g&)..”

Thus preservation of ahadith was done  through

memorization as well as writing. Sometimes

79 Saad bin Malik Sinan al-Khazraji Abu Saced al-Khudri was an Ansari from the
original inhabitants of Madeenah and one of the younger companions of the
Prophet (£2). Too young to fight at the Battle of Uhud where his father Malik bin
Sinan fell, he participated in subsequent campaigns. He is seventh most prolific
Companion in the transmission of the fadith. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his
biography in Sipar Alam an-Nubala (3/168) and said, “al-Imam, al-Mujalud, Mufii of
Madeenah....He was from Fugaha and Mujtahideen.” Ibn Katheer mentioned his
biography in al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (9/7) and said “Sahabi al-Jaleel, from the Fugaha
among companions.” His students include Abdullah bin Umar , jabir bin Abdullah,
Abu Salamah bin Abdurrahman bin Aouf, Amir bin Saad and others. His akadith are
reported in famous six books of fadith. He died in the year 74 A.H.
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information may be written incorrectly, thus
companions and their students took special care in
preservation of ahadith by employing different
methods.

If we go through books of Asmaa wa-ryaal and al-jarh
wa-Tadeel, we will find number of scholars who are
given the title Al-Hafidh (one who has memorized
100,000 narrations with their chains).

Even today there are numerous students who have
memorized thousands of ahadith with their chain
narration from books of ahadith. There are many who
have memorized six books of hadith and I have
personally seen students who have memorized
thousands of ahadith. In Makkah and Madeenah, there
are 1nstitutes for memorization of the Sunnah, where
students graduate in 2-3 years. During the course
students memorize all the ahadith of Saheeh al-Bukhart
and Saheeh Muslim with combined total of 14838
ahadith. Some students memorize all the contents of

famous six books of ahadiih.
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Isnaad: A tool in preservation of hadith

Isnaad, (from Arabic sanad, “support” plural:asaneed) 1s a
list of authorities who have transmitted a report
(hadith) of a statement, action, or approbation of
Prophet (£%), one of his Companions (Sakabah), or of
a later authority (Tabiee); its reliability determines the
validity of a hadith. The isnaad precedes the actual text
(matn) of a hadith.

To explain with an example, Imam al-Bukhari
reported in his Saheeh (no.1):
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Al-Humaydi Abdullah bin az-Zubair narrated to us,
he said: Sufyaan (Ibn Uyaynah) narrated to us, he
said: Yahya bin Sa’eed al-Ansaari narrated to us, he
said: Muhammad bin Ibraaheem at-Taymee informed
me, Verily he heard Algamah bin Waqqaas al-Laythi
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saying: I heard Umar ibn al-Khattaab — radiallah
anhu on his pulpit, he said: I heard Allah's Messenger
(g%) saying, "The deeds depend upon the intentions
and every person will get according to what he has
intended. So whoever emigrated for worldly benefits
or for a woman to marry, his emigration was what for

he emigrated to."

So here wsnaad 1s: Al-Humaydi Abdullah bin az-Zubair
narrated to us, he said: Sufyaan (Ibn Uyaynah)
narrated to us, he said: Yahya bin Sa’eed al-Ansaari
narrated to us, he said: Muhammad bin Ibraaheem
at-Taymee informed me, Verily he heard Alqgamah bin
Waqqgaas al-Laythi saying: I heard Umar ibn al-
Khattaab — radiallah anhu on his pulpit, he said: I
heard Allah's Messenger (&%) saying

Matn (text) 1s: "The deeds depend upon the intentions
and every person will get according to what he has
intended. So whoever emigrated for worldly benefits
or for a woman to marry, his emigration was what for

he emigrated to.”

This hadith 1s reported in all 6 famous books of ahadith
and also by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad with their
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own chain of narration. All of them narrated through
route of Yahya bin Saeed al-Ansari.

Isnaad has been crucial in separating authentic from
weak ahadith and in identifying Mawdoo (fabricated)

narrations.

Imam Muslim narrated with an authentic chain in the
introduction of his Saheeh (1/15) under chapter

entitled “Explanation on the point that wsnaad 1s part
of the religion” that Imam Abdullah bin Mubarak

said:
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“Isnaad 1s part of the religion. If it were not for the

wnaad anyone would say whatever he wishes to say”.

Imam Muslim narrated with an authentic chain in the
introduction of his Saheeh (1/14) under same chapter

that Imam Muhammad bin Sireen said:
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“Indeed! This knowledge (of hadith) 1s religion.
Therefore look to see from whom you are taking your

religion”.
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Hadith 1s religion, thus taking fadith from someone is
equivalent to taking religion from him. Thus one
should take narrations only from trustworthy narrators

who can trace back their narration to the Prophet(&2)

authentically. This i1s achieved only through system of
wsnaad.

Imam Khateeb al-Baghdadi reported in his Sharf
Ashabul hadith (1/40-41) with an authentic chain that

Imam Muhammad bin Haatim bin al-Muzaffar said:
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“Allah has honoured this Ummah and favoured it over
others by blessing it with the isnaad. No other nation
has this blessing, and they do not distinguish between
that which was revealed in the Zawrah and Injeel and
was brought by their Prophets, and that which was
added to their books of narrations transmitted from
inauthentic sources. This Ummah narrates hadith from a
trustworthy individual who was known at his own time
for sincerity and honesty, from another of similar
character, and so on until the end of the chain of
narrators. Then they researched very carefully to find
out who had the stronger memory and was more
precise, and who spent more time with the one from
whom the report was transmitted, and who spent less
time, then they would write down the /adith from more
than twenty chains of narration, so that they could be
sure that they had eliminated any mistake or error
from 1it, and they wrote it exactly as it was narrated.
This 1s one of the greatest blessings that Allah has
bestowed upon this Ummah. We ask Allah to inspire us
to thank Him for this blessing and we ask Him to
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make us steadfast and to guide us to that which will
bring us closer to Him and make us adhere to
obedience to Him”

Khateeb al-Baghdadi commented on it stating:
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“None of the people of hadith should show any
favoritism with regard to the science of hadith,whether
it is to his father or his son. Ali bin Abdullah al-
Madeeni, who was a prominent scholar of fadith in his
time, never narrated even a letter to suggest that his
father was strong in fadith, rather what was narrated

from him was the opposite of that.”

Thus with the introduction of isnaad, various sciences
like Al-ilm al-Jarh wa Tadeel (science of disqualification
and authentication of transmitters), Al-Ilm at-Tareekh
ar-Ruwaat  (science of knowing dates of birth and
death of transmitters), al-Ilm Ghareeb al-hadith (study of
the irregular aspects of matn and wsnaad) and Iim al-Ilal
(science of knowing hidden defects in /adith) came into

existence. These sciences of hadith criticism and
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evaluation of narrators in isnaad s to separate

authentic narrations from weak ones.

Lets understand this with the zsnaad mentioned above.

Narrators of above mentioned hadith are as follows:

1) Al-Humaydi Abdullah bin az-Zubayr —His
biography is found in number of books like Zabagat Ibn
Saad (5/502),Tareekh al-Kabeer of Al-Bukhari (no.
276), lareekh al-Dauri (2/308) ,1ahdheeb al-Kamaal fee al-
Asmaa ar-Ryaal (n0.3270) of Imam Al-Mizzee and so

on.

His full name and lineage is: Abdullah bin az-Zubayr
bin Eesa bin Ubaydullah bin Usaamah bin Abdullah
bin Humayd bin Zuhayr bin al-Haarith bin Asad bin
Abd al-Uzza. He is from Makkah and was born in the
year 219 H. Hadith scientists unanimously declared
him to be trustworthy and he was great memorizer of
ahadith. He 1s one of the major students of Imaam
Sufyan bin Uyaynah (the next narrator) and he
learned ahadith from him for 19 years as reported by
Imam al-Bukhari in 7Zareckh al-Kabeer (no.276).Imam
Abu Haatim said in his Al-Jarh wat Ta’deel (no.264) that
he is the most precise preserver of the ahadith of
Sufyan bin Uyaynah among the students of Ibn
Uyaynah.
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2) Sufyan bin Uyaynah — His biography is found in
number of books like Tabagat Ibn Saad (5/497),Tareckh
al-Rabeer of Al-Bukhari (no.2082),7areekh al-Daur
(2/216) ,Tahdheeb al-Kamaal fee al-Asmaa ar-Ryaal (no.
2413) of Imam Al-Mizzee and so on

His full name & lineage is: Abu Muhammad Sufyaan
bin Uyaynah bin Maimoon al-Makki al-Hilaali
(198-107 H). He was the Imam of his era. Hadith
scientists unanimously declared him to be trustworthy
and he was great memorizer of ahadith. Hafidh Ibn
Hajr reported in al-Fath al-Baar: (1/10) that Imam ash-
Shaafi’ee said,if (Imam) Maalik and (Imam) Ibn
Uyaynah were not there, the knowledge of Hyaaz
would have vanished. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal said
as reported by ad-Dhahabi in Siyar Alam an-Nubala
( 8/458): “I do not know anyone who has more

knowledge of Sunan (ahadith) than Sufyan.

3) Yahya bin Sa’eed al-Ansari — His biography is
found in number of books like Tabagat Ibn Saad
(9/221),Tareckh al-Rabeer of Al-Bukhari (no.2980),4(-
Jarh wa al-Tadeel of Ibn Abi Haatim (n0.620) ,Takdheeb
al-Ramaal fee al-Asmaa ar-Ryaal (n0.6836) of Imam Al-
Mizzee, Tareekh al-Darimi (no.16-17) and so on
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His full name and lineage 1s: Abu Sa’eed Yahya bin
Sa'eed bin Qays bin Amr bin Sahal bin Tha'labah bin
al-Haarith bin Zayd bin Tha'labah bin Ghanam bin
Maalik bin al-Najjaar al-Ansaari al-Madani. He died
143 H. Imam Nawawi said about him in Zahdheeh al-
Asmaa wal Lughaat (2/154):“They (Muhadditheen) are
unanimously agreed upon regarding his

trustworthiness, his high rank and his Leadership.”

4) Muhammad bin Ibraaheem at-Taymee — His
biography is found in number of books like Zabagat Ibn
Saad (9/150),Tareckh al-Kabeer of Al-Bukhari (no.7),A(-
Jarh wa al-Tadeel of Tbn Abi Haatim (no.1042) , Tahdheeb
al-Kamaal fee al-Asmaa ar-Ryaal (n0.5023) of Imam Al-

Mizzee and so on

His full name and lineage 1s: Muhammad bin Ibrahim
bin al-Harith bin Khalid bin Sakhr bin Amr bin Ka’b
bin Sa’ad bin Tayyam bin Murrah al-Qurashi at-
Taymee Abu Abdullah al-Madani .He died in the year
120 H. He has been declared trustworthy by scholars
of hadith.
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5) Algamah bin Waqqas al-Laythi — His biography 1s
found in number of books like Tabagat Ibn Saad
(5/60), Tareekh al-Kabeer of Al-Bukhari (7/no. 176),Al-
Jarh wa al-Tadeel of Ibn Abi Haatim (6/no.
2259) ,Tahdheeb al-Kamaal fee al-Asmaa ar-Ryaal (no.
4021) of Imam Al-Mizzee and so on

His full name and Lineage 1s: Abu Yahya Algamah bin
Waqgas bin Mihsan bin Kaladah bin Abd Yaleel bin
Tareef bin Utwaarah bin Aamir bin Maalik bin Layth
bin Bakr bin Abd Manaat bin Kinaanah al-Laythi al-
Utwaari al-Madani. He 1s one of the major Taabi’een

who has met many Sahabah of the Prophet (&)

Scholars have unanimously agreed that he 1is

trustworthy in narration.

6) Umar bin al-Khattaab :The second caliph of the
Muslim Ummah, and the best of men among the whole
humanity after the Prophets and Abu Bakr. The
reliability of Umar is agreed upon and testified by
Allah & his Messenger (£3:).

Scholars of fhadith set five stringent conditions to
rigorously assess the authenticity of a hadith. If a

narration fulfills these five conditions then its authentic
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by unanimous agreement of scholars as by Ibn
Katheer in Al-Baaith al-Hatheeth (1/100) and Ibn Salah
in his Uloom al-hadith (1/20).

Those conditions are:
1. Ittisal as-Sanad (continuity of the chain)

2. Adaalah al-ruwaat (probity or trustworthiness of

narrators)

3. Dabt ar-Ruwaat (The precision and accuracy of

narrators)

4. The absence of Shuzooz ( absence of oddity and

conflict with stronger narrations)

5. The Absence of al-Illah (hidden defects in hadith )

Thus all the above mentioned narrators are
trustworthy and expert memorizers, chain of
narration 1s uninterrupted and there is no hidden
defect in this narration. This fhadith fulfills stringent
conditions laid down by Muhadditheen and takes rank
of Saheeh hadith.
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1) Orientalist Kevin Reinhart®® said as published in
Journal of the American Oriental Society page 413:

“There 1s something about fadith studies that seduces
its students. The sheer mass of the field—the
commentaries, biographical dictionaries,
supplementary studies, its seemingly precise
terminology, seeming specificity and facticity—draws
scholars to 1t like a giant gravitational field, and keeps

some of them there for their entire careers”

He said on page 414 of same journal: “Around these
collections fhadith scholars—the muhaddithun—-created a
vast apparatus of commentaries, as well as reference
works that identified and assessed those whose names
are found in the isndds: who was this Abu Salih
Dhakwan; when did he live; where did he travel; could
he possibly, in fact, have met and transmitted hadiths to
Sumayy; did he have a good memory, good hearing;
was he of sound moral character; was he theologically

80 Kevin Reinhart is an orientalist who specializes in Islamic religious
studies. He was trained in the study of religion at Harvard (M.A., 1978;
Ph.D., 1986) and in Middle Eastern and Arabic Studies at the University of
Texas, Austin (1974); he joined the faculty of Dartmouth in 1986. His
research focuses on Islamic legal thought, primarily in the pre-modern
period, and the contemporary appropriation of the Islamic heritage
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sound; and from whom, in turn, did he learn fZadith.
These supplementary works envelop the hadith in
masses of additional data, making precise, adding,
confirming, and augmenting it so that one either is
intimidated from studying fadith at all or neglects that
corona around the Aadith and treats it as freestanding
scholarship—or, even, gives over one's life to

mastering its detail and nuance.”

2) An Austrian orientalist Aloys Sprenger8! said in his
introduction to Ibn Haar's biographical dictionary of
persons who knew Mohammed (Al-Isaabah fee Tamyeez as-
Sahaba) volume 1 page 1: “The glory of the literature
of the Mohammedans is its literary biography. There
1s no nation, nor has there been any which like them
has during twelve centuries recorded the life of every
man of letters. If the biographical records of the
Musalmans were collected, we should probably have
accounts of the lives of half a million of distinguished

persons and it would be found that there is not a

81 Aloys Sprenger studied medicine, natural sciences as well as oriental
l(mguawes at the University of Vienna. “Dictionary of the Technical terms
used in the sciences of the Musulmans” (1854) and “Ibn Hajar's
biographical dictionary of persons who knew Mohammed”. Sprenger took
a position as professor of oriental languages at the University of Bern in
1857, moving in 1881 to Heidelberg. His voluminous collection of Arabic,
Persian, Hindustani and other manuscripts and printed material was
eventually acquired by the Royal Library in Berlin.
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decennium of their history, nor a place of importance

which has not its representatives.”

3) John Burton said in his book “Introduction to the
Hadith” page 110:

“The hadiths were classified principally on the basis of
the quality of Isnad. The transmitter should be adil.
That 1s, he should be known for scrupulous
observance of the ordinances of the religion: prayer,
fasting, pilgrimage and support of the poor. He must
also avoid all intoxicants. He should be sober in
manner and manly in his social conduct. He must,
therefore, have the reputation of being truthful and
honest in all his dealings. He should be known to have
applied himself to the study and collection of Hadith
and be strictly accurate in reproducing precisely what
he had personally acquired from those from whom he
transmits. He ought, by preference, also to be
competent in arabic, proficient enough to appreciate
which type of words or particles affect the meaning
and nuance what he passes on- that 1s, if’ he is one of
those who transmits hadiths according to the sense, as
opposed to the strict letter. In the interests of

accuracy, verbatim transmission 1s to be preferred. If
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he is among those who transmits from a book, his
information will be accepted only if he had
memorised his hadiths, precisely as he heard and he did
not have to rely upon his text. This point is often
misunderstood. The Hadith group were not opposed
to the use of books. But they insist on two provisions:
that people were aware of the pitfalls presented by the
Arabic script itself; and so a man must actually have
heard what he transmits from the person from whom
he transmits, and transmit only from those he had
heard, restricting himself to precisely what he had

heard without embellishment and without omission.”

4) Nabia Abbott said in her book “Studies in Arabic
Laterary Papyr” : volume 2 page 2: "..the traditions of
Muhammad as transmitted by his Companions and
their Successors were, as a rule, scrupulously
scrutinised at each step of the transmission, and that
the so called phenomenal growth of Tradition in the
second and third centuries of Islam was not primarily
growth of content, so far as the fadith of Muhammad
and the fadith of the Companions are concerned, but
represents largely the progressive increase in parallel

and multiple chains of transmission.”
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5) Bernard Lewis®? said in his book Islam In History
pages 104-105: “From an early date Muslim scholars
recognized the danger of false testimony and hence
false doctrine, and developed an elaborate science for
criticizing tradition. "Traditional science", as it was
called, differed in many respects from modern
historical source criticism, and modern scholarship
has always disagreed with evaluations of traditional
scientists about the authenticity and accuracy of
ancient narratives. But their careful scrutiny of the
chains of transmission and their meticulous collection
and preservation of wvariants in the transmitted
narratives give to medieval Arabic historiography a
professionalism and sophistication without precedent
in antiquity and without parallel in the contemporary
medieval West. By comparison, the historiography of
Latin Christendom seems poor and meagre, and even
the more advanced and complex historiography of
Greek Christendom still falls short of the historical

82 Bernard Lewis is a British American historian specializing in oriental
studies. He is also known as a public intellectual and political commentator.
Lewis 1s the Cleveland E. Dodge Professor Emeritus of Near Eastern
Studies at Princeton University. Lewis' expertise is in the history of Islam
and the interaction between Islam and the West. He is also noted in
academic circles for his works on the history of the Ottoman Empire.
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literature of Islam in volume, variety and analytical

depth.”
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Why Abu Huraira narrated many hadith? Answer to
oft-repeated argument of orientalists and modernists

It 1s generally argued by orientalists and modernists
that, how in a span of three to four years, Abu
Huraira was able to narrate over five thousand akadith.
It is generally quoted that he narrated 5374 ahadith.
Firstly, It should be noted that most of the books of
hadith contain repetition of a hadith in different
chapters. Many a time, fadith 1s repeated by shortening
of a narration in order to focus on a part that is
specific to point being discussed.

Secondly, single channel of transmission of fadith 1.e.,
wnaad of a hadith 1s counted as one hadith. In the books
of Masaneed and Muapm, single text of hadith 1s
repeated through various chains, if’ one text of fadith is
reported from Abu Hurairah from 20 different chains,
then it 1s counted as 20 ahadith.

Thirdly, sometimes single hadith is repeated in various

chapters due to its relevance in the various chapters of
the book.

Fourthly, Abu Huraira’s narrations without repetition
are not 5,000 plus, rather they are around one
thousand four hundred (1400).

Fifthly, Not all of these narrations reported from abu
Huraira meet standards of authentication of hadith.
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Some are fabricated lies while many are reported
through weak chain. This significantly reduces the
above number of 1400.

Sixthly, The majority of these narrations that remain
were not solely narrated by Abu Huraira, rather he is
corroborated by other Sahabah (companions) in most
of his narrations.

Seventhly, Many of the Abu Huraira’s narrations are
from senior Sahabah (companions) , the narrations
which he heard after the death of Prophet (£%). This

is why Abu Huraira does not always say “I heard the
Prophet (8%) say such and such”. This means that his

narrations are not limited to the time he spent
alongside the Prophet (&4).

Eighthly, Some of the narrations reported by Abu
Huraira are the events he witnessed or dealing with
description or behaviour or Prophet (g8) and other

intricate details.

Ninthly, It is reported in Saheeh al-Bukhar: (no.2350):

580 55 G 5] Gl JB - i dbl sy -85 oo 2
G505 ¥ LN Gy (D G sl el 0 )
d‘-‘/‘”ﬁﬁl’—“—"’/ /QL‘gwﬁLei'uAu—;P '3‘3-3:‘9L='JM
#&‘J;;;@;MULS Lamw |3‘53_;‘y[_,

Page 182 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



202

@@Lgﬂju&m&amw)ﬁ;l (s bﬁluﬁj

P
So A

u\l‘-éu\-‘-‘]Ul-is W%&buﬁ‘*ﬂuﬁéﬂéu u\-‘-’ﬂ-‘

-]

@&Muua;i;;ﬁsﬂiz@d" Lcyemjmml

A ILT M&J&ww‘wmglmﬁm&
wlwlm@_\JIM

;2\\

Lcdgu_msm @Mu\tl@;;;;“uu;ﬁ%

W] {UL;;NUA ufu L‘,uy&wm |} |;;‘ E&“ﬁiu
{aailly ofs

“Narrated Abu Huraira: The people say that Abu
Huraira narrates too many narrations. In fact Allah
knows whether I say the truth or not. They also ask,
"Why do the emigrants and the Ansar not narrate as
he does?" In fact, my emigrant brethren were busy
trading in the markets, and my Ansar brethren were
busy with their properties. I was a poor man keeping
the company of Allah's Messenger (%) and was
satisfied with what filled my stomach. So, I used to be
present while they (i.e. the emigrants and the Ansar)
were absent, and I used to remember while they forgot
(the Hadith). One day the Prophet (g%) said,
"Whoever spreads his sheet till I finish this statement
of mine and then gathers it on his chest, will never
forget anything of my statement." So, I spread my
covering sheet which was the only garment I had, till
the Prophet (Z%) finished his statement and then I
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gathered it over my chest. By Him Who had sent him
(1.e. Allah's Apostle) with the truth, since then I did not
forget even a single word of that statement of his, until
this day of mine. By Allah, but for two verses in
Allah's Book, I would never have related any narration
(from the Prophet). (These two verses are): "Verily!
Those who conceal the clear signs and the guidance
which we have sent down ..... (up to) the

Merciful.' (2.159-160).”

Hafidh Ibn Hajr said in al-Isabah fee Tamyeez as-Sahabah
(8/348) commenting on above hadith, ““T'he above
hadith 1s one of the miracles of Prophethood, because
Abu Huraira had memorized more Prophetic hadith
than anyone in his time.

Similarly it is reported in Saheeh Muslim (no. 2492):
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Ibn Shihab transmitted on the authority of Ibn
Musayyib that Abu Huraira said: People say that Abu
Huraira transmits so many ahadith, whereas Allah 1s
the Reckoner, and they say: How i1s it with Muhajirs
and the Ansar that they do not narrate ahadith like him
(like Abu Huraira)? Abu Huraira said: I tell you that
my brothers from Ansar remained busy with their
lands and my brothers Muhajirs were busy in
transactions in the bazars, but I always kept myself
attached to Allah's Messenger (g2) with bare

subsistence. I remained present (in the company of the
Holy Prophet), whereas they had been absent. I
retained in my mind (what the Prophet said), whereas
they forgot it. One day Allah's Messenger (&%) said:
He who amongst you spreads the cloth and listens to
my talk and would then press it against his chest would
never forget anything heard from me. So I spread my
mantle and when he had concluded his talk I then
pressed it against my chest and so I never forgot after
that day anything that he (the Holy Prophet) said. And
if these two verses would not have been revealed in
the Book I would have never transmitted anything (to
anybody): ““T'hose who conceal the clear evidence and
the guidance that We revealed” to the last verse.

From above ahadith we observe that:
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1) Abu Huraira said: “I always kept myself attached
to Allah's Messenger (&g)”, this indicates that Abu

Huraira was very close to the Prophet (&z).

2) It also indicates that Abu Huraira had no other
obligations like trade, rights of wife or children as he
was not married.

3) Due to his zeal for knowledge, he acquired more
ahadith than other companions.

4) He narrated more ahadith as he was afraid of
punishment of concealing knowledge.

Dr Zia-ur-Rahman al-Azami answered this argument
objectively 1n his Masters thesis in Umm al-Qura
University. The summary of his study 1s that, if we
gather all the narrations of Abu Huraira without
repetition of al-Matn (text of Hadith), we find around
1500-2000 Hadith narrated by him. Abu Huraira
lived 3-4 years with the Prophet (£%), thus he lived

more than 1000 days with Prophet (&%). Based on

this calculation, he narrated only two Hadith per day
which 1s not at difficult. Thus, the argument against

more narrations of Abu Huraira gets totally
demolished.
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Answer to attacks of Schachté: on the Golden chain

Imam Khateeb al-Baghdadi reported with an
authentic chain in his al-Rifayah (page 398) that Imam
al- Bukhari said: The most authentic of all chains of
hadith transmission 1s “Malik, from Nafi, from Ibn
‘Umar.

Schacht said in his book “The origins of Muhammadan
Jurisprudence” (pagel76) casting doubts on this golden
chain:

“ But as Nafi died in A.H. 117 or thereabout, and
Malik in A.H 179, their association can have taken
place, even at the most generous estimate, only when
Malik was little more than a boy. It may even be
questioned whether Malik, whom Shafi’t charged
elsewhere with concealing imperfections in his isnads,
did not take over in written form traditions alleged to
come from Nafi.”

And in the footnote he says: “Nothing authentic is
known of Malik’s date of birth.”

85 Joseph Franz Schacht (1902-1969) was a British-German orientalist. In
1925 he obtained his first academic position at the Albert-Ludwigs-
Universitiat Freiburg in Breisgau. In 1927 he became there a professor
extraordinarius, making him the youngest professor in all of Germany.
Schacht taught at Oxford University from 1946. In 1954 he moved to the
Netherlands 'md taught at the University of Leiden. In the academic year
1957-1958, he taught at Columbia University, wherein 1959 he became a
full professor of Arabic and Islamic studies. He remained at Columbia until
his retirement in 1969 as professor emeritus. He was highly influenced by
Goldziher. For detailed refutation of his theories refer to “On Schacht’s Orgins

of Muhammadan Jurisprudence” by Dr. Mustafa Azami.
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I say: It 1s from the deception to say that nothing
authentic 1s known of Malik’s date of birth. His date
of birth i1s mentioned in famous books of Asmaa ar-
Ryaal. Most of the scholars of Asmaa ar-Ryaal state
that he was born in the year A.H, whereas few state
that he was born in 90 A.H or 94 A.H. Specialist in
Asmaa ar-Ryaal Imam ad-Dhahabi states in Swar Alam
an-Nubala (8/49) that the authentic statement 1s that he
was born in 93 A.H. So Malik was 24 years old when
Nafi died.

Dr Mustafa Azami said refuting Schacht in his book
“Studies in Early Hadith literature” page: 245:

“Professor Schacht treats the case in reverse, instead
of giving the birth date of Malik to show how old he
was when Nafi died, he gives the death date of Malik
claiming nothing authentic i1s known of his date of
birth and gives the impression, even in writing, that he
was little more than a boy. Had he consulted any
bibliographical work he would have found that most
of the scholars, even those who were born little earlier
than Malik, state that he was born in 93 A.H.; a few
put it in the early months of 94 A.H., a few in 90 A.H
and a few in 97. But there is no one who maintains
any date later than this. So, Malik was at least twenty
years old, if not twenty-four or twenty-seven when
Nafi died. He transmitted in the Muwatta from Nah
only forty-eight traditions of the Prophet, which
covers about fifteen pages in the printed text of Ibn
Abd al-Barr. Other athar transmitted by Malik on the
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authority of Nafi, are not taken into account; if we
give an equal number of those from Prophet then it
would be some thirty pages. The teacher Nafi and the
student Malik both lived in one city tll Malik was
twenty-four years old, which makes it difficult to say
that he might not have learned these thirty pages from
his teacher. Schacht omission of Malik’s birth date in
this argument can lead only to erroneous
conclusions.”

I say: If Malik started attending lessons of Nafi at the
age of fifteen then he collected ahadith from Nafi for
nine years, and thirty pages can be narrated in a span
of just one or two months.

In fact, It is reported in Al-Jarh wa Tadeel (1/26) with
an authentic chain, that Imam Shubah bin Hajjaaj
said: “I entered Madeenah while Nafi was still alive,
and the religious gatherings of Malik had established”.
This proves that Malik bin Anas took position of
leadership and teaching while Nafi was still alive.

Schacht continued on page 177 of his book “The
ongins of Muhammadan furisprudence” : “As Nafi was a
freedman of Ibn Umar, the wsnad Nafi—Ibn Umar 1s a
family isnad, a fact which, as we have seen, is generally
an indication of the  spurious character of the
traditions in question.”

I say: Authenticity of wnaad must be judged based on
Adaalah and Dabt of transmitters. A family naad can
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be spurious or fabricated, it can weak and it can be
highly authentic. There are family asaneed which are
fabricated like wsnaad of Hisham bin Muhammad bin
Sa’itb al-Kalbi from his father Muhammad bin Sa’ib
al-Kalbi and there are family wnaad which are highly
authentic like snaad above of Nafi from Ibn Umar. It
1s illogical to say all family wnaad are spurious or all
family usnaad are authentic. It is all based on integrity
and trustworthiness of narrators in naad.

That is, narrator should be known for scrupulous

observance of the obligations of the religion: prayer,
fasting, pilgrimage and charity to the poor. He must
also avoid all intoxicants. He should be sober in
manner and manly in his social conduct. He must be
truthful and honest in all his dealings. He should be
known to have dedicated himself to the study and
collection of Hadith and be strictly accurate in
reproducing precisely what he had heard from his
teacher. The chain should be connected and it should
be free from oddness and hidden defects.

As for Nafi, specialist in the field of fadith sciences and
Ilm ar-Ryaal unanimously agreed that he was Thigah,
they compared his narrations with the narrations of
others and ruled him to be proficient and accurate in

narrating ahadith.
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Imam ad-Dhahabi mentoned in Swar Alam an-Nubala
(5/95) that Nafi narrated from Ibn Umar, Aisha, Abu
Huraira, Raafi bin Khadeej, Abu Saeed al-Khudri,

Umm Salama, Saalim and others.

It is mentioned in 7Tahdheeb al-Asmaa wal-Lughaat
(2/124) of Imam Nawawi that Ubaidullah bin Umar
said: “Allah has favoured us through Nafi”. Scholars
have unanimously praised him. His biography is
mentioned in Tahdheeb al-Kamal of al-Mizzee (29/303).
If there was any defect in the chain then specialists in
this field would have exposed it as it is known to the

one who has interest in fadith sciences.
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Reply to doubts of Maududi on Al-Jarh wa Tadeel

Syed Abul Ala Maududi®* said in his book 7Zafheemaat
under chapter “Maslak-e-Itidal” (balanced position) the
summary of which is that the establishment of the
authenticity of a Hadith is not dependent on the
rulings of the Muhadditheen, but i1s dependent on
understanding the temperament of Messenger of

Allah ().

He said in 7Zafheemaat volume 1, page 357 about
scholars of Al-Jarh wa Tadeel: “..those people
themselves who formed an opinion about them were
not free from human weaknesses. Nafs (desires)
accompany everyone and there 1s a strong possibility
that personal opinions interfered in forming an

opinion, good or bad, about individuals..”

He continues on pages 359-362,“...Rather our
intention is to clarify that those (the Muhadditheen) who

8+ Syed Abul Ala Maududi was a philosopher, writer, journalist and thinker.
His numerous works were written in Urdu, but then translated into English,
Arabic, Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Burmese and many other languages. He was
the founder of the Jamaat-e-Islami. He was criticized by muslim scholars for
his criticisms on Sahabah, his words on prophets, his concept of al-Hakimiyyah
and his views on fadith and its sciences. Some of the books that critically
analyze his ideas are famaat-e-Islami ka Nazariya-e-hadith of Shaykh Muhammad
Ismail, Syed Abul Ala Maududi ka Makhsoos Nazarya-e-hadith of Shaykh Abdullah
Ropr, Section in Fatwa Sanaaiya of Shaykh Thanaullah Amritsari et in Urdu.
Lawaab’ fi Wagh al-Sunnah of Salahuddin Magbool, Minhaaj al Anbiyaa fee ad-
Dawati llalallah of Dr. Rabee bin Hadee etc in arabic.
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have criticized or praised individuals were after all
human. They too had human weaknesses. Is it
necessary that those whom they have declared as
trustworthy were trustworthy beyond doubt and
trustworthy in all their narrations... Moreover, to
accurately ascertain each individual's memory, good
intention and self-restrain, etc., is further difficult...It 1s
due to this and similar reasons that the knowledge of
wnaad, Jarh and 1a'deel cannot be considered correct in
its entirety. This material 1s reliable to the extent that it
helps in the research of Prophet's Sunnah and Athaar
and it may be given due consideration, but it i1s not of

the status that it may be relied upon completely.”

He concludes stating “The services of the Muhadditheen
are accepted. It is also an accepted fact that whatever
material they produced for examining the ahadith was
extremely useful in research for the ahadith of the first
era. Now 1s it correct to place total trust in them?
They were after all only humans. They could not
surpass the limits that Allah has established for
attaining knowledge. Naturally, their work was not
devoid of human errors. Then how can it be said that
whatever they classified as correct, is in reality

correct.”
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I say: Maududi’s assertion is based on lack of
knowledge about intricacies of science of Al-Jarh wa

Tadeel.

Firstly; Allah preserved this religion through this
science. Isnaad 1s from this Deen and 1t is a
distinguishing sign of this nation. Refer to chapter
“Isnaad: A tool i preservation of hadith”.

Secondly; Scholars of /adith observed piety and were
extremely cautious in criticism or praise of narrators.
It was solely to purify this religion from false and
spurious narrations.

Imam ad-Dhahabi said in his al-Moogizah fee Ilm
Mustalah al-hadith (1/82):
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Commenting on narrators requires a complete piety
and abstention from desires and bias, with complete
experience 1n the science of hadith and the hidden
defects and narrators thereof.Here is an anecdote
illustrating the sincerity of scholars of Al-jarh wa
Tadeel. Imam Khateeb al-Baghdadi reported in his
book Al-Jaami lLi-Akhlaaq ar-Raaw: wa-Adaab as-Saami
(no.1613):
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Imam Yahya bin Maeen® said: Verily we criticize
nations ,those of whom have already made their
places in jannah hundred years ago. Ibn Mahraway
said: So I entered upon Abdurrahman bin Abee
Hatim and he was reading the book of Al-jarh wa

85 Abu Zakariya Yahya bin Maeen bin Aoun bin Ziyad was one of the experts of all
sciences of hadith. He was a close friend of Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal. Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (9/123) and said, “He is al-
Imam, al-Hafidh, the expert, master of Muhadditeen...Abu Hatim ar-Razee said: ‘If you
see a person from Baghdad loving Ahmad bin Hanbal, then know that he is a person
of Sunnah and if you see him hating Yahya bin Maeen, then know he is a liar’.”
Some of his teachers are Abdullah bin Mubarak, Hushaym, Sufyan bin Uyainah,
Abdur Razzaq, Wakee, Yahya al-Qattan and others. His students include Abu
Khaythamah, al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawood, Uthman bin Saced ad-Darimi,
Abbas ad-Duri, Abu Hatim, Abu Zurah and so on. He died in the year 233 A.H.
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Tadeel to the people, then I narrated this statement to
him and he cried until his hands started shivering and
the book fell from his hands. He asked me to
continuously repeat the narration while he cried and
did not read anything else in that gathering. He said:
This statement of Yahya bin Maeen needs
clarification that the one who knows the condition of
the narrators, it is not permissible for him to accept
their narrations and it 13 incumbent upon him to make
it clear. This i1s because hadith 1s not merely accepted
from narrators who exerted themselves in worship and
rectification of themselves, as it is not enough In
accepting witness from such a person.

Thirdly; Not every scholar of Islam 1s fit in the field of
al-FJarh wa Tadeel, rather there are special attributes and
characeristics of a scholar who can criticize or praise
narrator based on evidences.

Scholar of hadith, Shaykh Abdurrahman bin Yahya al-
Muallimee said explaining the attributes of scholar of
al-Jarh wa Tadeel in the introduction to his tahgeeq on
the book Al-Jarh wa tadeel by Ibn Abee Hatim ar-
Razee:
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“He should be one who 1s alert, has intricate
understanding, sharpness and insight about deep
matters, who knows how to hold himself without
falling prey to his desires, 1s not provoked in anger, and
is not quick in judgement depending on mere doubts
but he has to look deeply into matters and reach a
decision. Then he should have fine application of the
ruling without excessiveness or falling short. This
status 1s the final objective and the best achievement
that 1s gained only by the experts.

And the greatest and most noble of muhadditheen, those
who talk about the narrators, are not relied upon or
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turned to. Imam Ali bin al-Madeeni%6 said, and he
was from the great Scholars of this science: Abu
Naeem and Affan are both Sudoog, but I don't accept
their statements about Ryaal because they don't say
something about someone except they they fall into it.

And Abu Naeem and Affan are from the great
Scholars, and what it mentioned about them shows
their excessive statements about Ryaal, which is why
their transmission 1s not found in books of science.”

Fourthly; Specialists in hadith criticism knew about
seriousness of this affair Imam Ibn Daqeeq al-Eed
said in his book Al-Igtiraah fee Bayaan al-Istilaah (1/61):
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86 Abul Hasan Ali bin Abdillah bin Jafar al-Madeeni was an expert in various
sciences. He was specialized in the disciplines of hadith, like Ilm ar-Ryaal biographical
evaluation, al-Jarh wa Tadeel , Figh of hadith and al-1lal (hidden defects in the chain of
narration). Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Siar Alam an-Nubala
(9/104) and said, “ Ash-Shaykh, al-Imam, the authority, the leader of believers in
hadith..” His teachers include Hammad bin Zaid, Sufyan bin Uyainah, Yahya bin
Saeen al-Qattan, Ibn Wahb, Abdur Razzaq and others. Some of his students are al-
Bukhari, Abu Hatim ar-Razee, Muhammad bin Yahya ad-Dhuhli, Abu Dawood,
Ismaeel al-Qadhi, Abu Yala al-Mawsili and others. His students were prominent
hadith scholars in their own right. Some of his books are al-Ilal on the subject of
hidden defects, Kitab al-Duafa on the subject of weak hadith narrators, al-Mudallisun
and others. He died in the year 234 A.H.
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“The honour of the Muslims is a pit from pits of
Hellfire . Two groups are standing at the edge of this
pit: Muhaddithoon (scholars of hadith) and the judges.”

Fifthly; Scholars of 4adith did not show any favouritism
in Al-Jarh wa Tadeel (science of criticism and praise of
narrators).

Imam al-Bayhaqi said in Dala’s! an-Nubwwwah (1/47):
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“And whoever deeply looks into the efforts put in by
the experts who have deep knowledge about the
conditions of the narrators, what 1s accepted from the
narrations and what is rejected, he will come to know
that they were not lenient in this matter, even if a son
had to criticize his father, for something that needed to
be rejected from him, he would do so, also the father
about his son and the brother about his brother. They
do not consider the blame of the blamers for the sake
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of Allah. Nothing from blood and business relations
would prevent him from that, and there are many
stories about them that I have mentioned in my

books.”

a) Have a look at the example of Imam Ali bin al-
Madeeni (teacher of Imam al-Bukhari) , the expert
in /lal (hidden defects) of hadith and leader of Iim
ar-Ryaal. Imam Abu Hatim Ibn Hibban mentioned
in his book Al-Majrooheen (2/15):
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Al bin al-Madeeni was asked about his father. So he
said: Ask someone else. They said: We asked you. He
paused, then he raised his head and said: This is the

matter of Deen (religion), my father is daeef (weak in
narrating fadith.

b) Imam Ibn Abee Hatim ar-Razee®” mentioned in A/-
Jarh wa Tadeel (no. 1056) with an authentic chain under
biography of Anas bin Abdul Hameed.

87 Abu Muhammad Abdurrahman bin Muhammad bin Idrees al-Hndhali ar-Razee
was great scholar of hadith and tafseer. His teachers include his father Abu Hatim, his
uncle Abu Zurah, Yunus bin Habeeb, Ahmad bin Mansoor and so on. He is the
author of numerous works including lal al-hadith, Kitab al-Jark wa Tadeel, Tafseer Ibn
Abee Hatim, Asl us Sunnah, Adab ash-Shafice, Bayan al-Khata al-Bukhari fee Tareekh, al-
Maraseel and so on. He died in the year 327 A.H.
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Yahya bin al-Mugheerah said: I asked Jareer about his

brother Anas, He said: He should not be narrated
from; he lies when he talks to people.

c) It 1s mentioned in Suwalaat Hamza bin Yusuf as-Sahmi
li-Daraqutni waghaira min Mashaaykh fee al-Jarh wa Tadeel
(no.12) under biographical entry of Ahmad bin
Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Baghindi:
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Az-Zaynabi entered upon Muhammad bin
Muhammad al-Baghindi and heard him say: Do not

write down (narrations) from my son, for verily he lies.

d) Look at the criticism of expert of hadith and Al-Farh
wa Tadeel, Imam Shu’bah bin Hajjaj?8 about his own

88 Abu Bustaam Shubah bin Al-Hajjaj bin Al-Ward Al-Azdi was known as as the %ing
of hadith’, because he was instrumental in shaping the sciences of fhadith and raising its
academic standards. Shubah started his learning with an emphasis on studying the
Arabic language and literature, particularly grammar and poetry. He excelled in
both and learned by heart volumes of poetry. He was exceptional in his mastery of
arabic. Shubah traveled much in pursuit of his study of hadith. His ahadith are
recorded in all famous six books of hadith. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his
biography in Siyar Alam an-Nubala (6/603) and said, “al-Imam, al-Hafidh, the leader of
believers in fadith.. scholar of people of Basrah..” His teachers include Anas bin
Sireen, Qatadah, Saeed al-Magbari and others. His students include Sufyan ath-
Thawri, Sufyan bin al-Uyainah, Muhammad bin Ishaaq and others. He died in the
year 160 A.H.
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son. Imam Abu Jafar al-Uqayli narrated in Ad-Duafa
al-KRabeer (n0.5935) under biographical entry of Saad
bin Shubah bin Al-Hajjaj:
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Sahl bin Al-Hisaam said: I heard Shu’bah say: “I
named my son Sa’ad (meaning prosperity, blessing),

but neither was he (from amongst those who are)
prosperous (or blessed) nor did he succeed.”

e) Love for someone did not prevent Imam Shubah
bin Hajjaj for speaking truth. Imam Ibn Adee
reported in Al-Raamil fee Duafa ar-Ryaal (1/151):
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Shuayb bin Harb said: I heard Shu’bah say: If 1
would love someone I would love Hisham bin Hassan..
He was my brother in law, but he did not memorize
(he was not good in memorization of narrations).

f) Scholar of hadith, Abu Aruba Hussain bin
Muhammad criticized his mother’s uncle. Imam ad-
Dhahabi mentioned in Al-Mughni fee ad-Du’afa (no.
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1525) in the biographical entry of Hussain bin Abee

Sirri al-Asqalani:
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Abu Aruba said: al-Harrani, he is my mother’s

uncle and he 1s a lar.

g) Imam Yahya bin Maeen criticized his close
companion Muhammad bin Saleem al-Qaadi,
Hussain bin Hibban narrated that Yahya bin Maeen
said about him as reported by Imam Khateeb al-
Baghdadi in Tareckh Baghdad (5/326):
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By Allah, he is our companion, and he is beloved
to us, but there i1s no way to praise him and I have not
seen anyone who wrote from him (narrated from him)
or recommended to take from him. And he said:
Indeed. By Allah, he heard a great deal and he is well
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known, but he does not limit himself to what he
heard, rather he includes things that he did not hear. I
said to him: Should he be narrated from? He said: No.

Sixthly; Scholars of fhadith were just and fair even
with innovators. They followed the guidance of the
creator of universe in dealing justly with people.

Allah said in Al-Quran (5:8):
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O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as
just witnesses and let not the enmity and hatred of
others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to
piety, and fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted
with what you do.

They accepted narrations from innovators if they
were truthful and precise in their narrations provided
they were not upon Bidah Mukaffirah (innovation that
takes one out of fold of Islam).
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a) It 1s reported in Suwalaat Ibn al-Junaid (no.617):
Ibn al-Junaid said:
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I asked Yahya bin Maeen about Saeed bin
Khaytham al-Hilali. He said: He 1s a Aufi and there is
nothing wrong with him; he is Thiqah (trustworthy) .
A man said to Yahya: Sk2%? He said: A trustworthy
Shi’t, a trustworthy Qadar.

Imam Yahya bin Maeen said as mentioned
Tareekh Yahya bin Maeen riwayah Ibn Mahraz (1/110): Ibn
Mahraz said:
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I heard Yahya (bin Maeen) say about Ja’far al-
Ahmar: Skt Thigah (Shi’ite®d, trustworthy in

narration).

It is mentioned in A¢-Tadeel wa at-"lajreeh (3/1029):
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89 Shi’ite here refers to those who gave preference to Ali over Uthman.
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Yahya bin Maeen said about Aouf bin Abee
Jameelah: He 1s Qadar: 99T higah.

b) It is reported in Suwaalat Ibn Abee Shaybah i Ibn
ul-Madeeni (1/45-46):
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Abu Ja’far Muhammad bin Uthman bin Abee
Shaybah said: I said to Ali bin Abdullah al-Madeent,
O Abu Hasan! Yahya bin Maeen mentioned to us that
the scholars of Basrah were accused of Al-Qadr except

that they did not call to it and nothing from their

9 Qadari here does not refer to the one who negated knowledge and pre-
decree of Allah.
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speech contained evil. From them are Qatada,
Hisham Ad-Dustuwai, Saad bin Abi Arubah, Abu
Hilaal, Abdul Waris and Salam were from the 7/igaat
(trustworthy ones in narration) whose narrations were
accepted and written. They died upon the belief of
people of Qadr and they did not retract. So Ali said to
me (may Allah have mercy on him ) Abu Zakariyyah
(Yahya bin Maeen) used to say this to me. He
mentioned that Hisham Ad-Dustuwai retracted before
his death but this statement of his was not correct.

c) Imam Abu Dawood said as reported in
Suwalaat Abee Ubaid al-Ajuri ila Abu Dawood (no.1296):
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From the people of innovation, the most
authentic hadith are narrated by the Khawary. He then
mentioned Imran bin Hattan and Abu Hassan Al-

Araj.

d) Hafidh Ibn Hajr said about Abdullah bin Abee
Najeeh Yasar al-Makki in Zagreeb at-Tahdheeb (no.191):
ol ooy 485
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Thigah (trustworthy in narration), accused of Al-

Qad.

e) Imam ad-Dhahabi said in Meezan al-Itidaal
(1/5) about Abaan bin Tughlab :
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Al-Rufi extreme Sk , but he is truthful in his

narration, upon us is his truthfulness and upon him 1s

his Bidah.

ad-Dhahabi explains further in Meezan al-Itidaal
(1/5-6):
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“So 1f someone is to say: How i1s it rational to
authenticate an innovator and state him as thigah with
adaalah and with perfect memorization? How can a
person have Adaalah while he 1s an innovator? The
answer to this 1s that Bidah 1s of two types: minor bidah
such as Shiism without exaggeration or deviation. This
was the case with many of the 7Zaabieen and the
generation that followed them, although they were
religiously committed, pious and sincere. If the ahadith
of these people were rejected, many reports from the

Prophet (&2) would be lost, and that is obviously a bad
thing. Then there is major bidah, such as complete rafd
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and exaggeration therein, and undermining the
position of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with them), and promoting such ideas.
Reports narrated by such people are definitely not to
be accepted.

Moreover, I do not know of anyone among that
type of Shi’ah nowadays who is sincere or trustworthy.
Rather lying is their slogan and tagiyah (dissimulation)
and hypocrisy are their shield. How can the narration
of such a one be accepted? No, definitely not. The
extreme Shz7 at the time of the salaf, as known to
them, was one who spoke against Uthmaan, al-
Zubayr, Talhah, Mu’aawiyah and some of those who
fought against Ali (may Allah be pleased with him),
and reviled them. The extreme Siz% in our time, as
known to us, is the one who regards these leaders as
kaafirs and also disavows the two Shaypkhs [Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar]. Such a one is misguided and lost.” End

quote.

Seventhly; If it is known that there is rivalry and
enmity between two contemporaries due to a worldly
affair or competition for status; or due to a mistake in
understanding, and one of them criticized other, then
in such a case the criticism is investigated. If other
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experts in the field of Al-Jarh wa Tadeel found him to be
truthful and precise in his narrations, then such
criticism 1s rejected. This i3 an important principle in

science of hadith.

Hafidh Ibn Hajr said in Fath al-Bari (1/385):
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‘And know that one group criticizes another
group due to the differences in their beliefs so it is
mandatory to bring this to attention and one should
not transgress their limits except with a right. Also
there's a religious group that criticized a group that

indulged in the worldly matters but this criticism is not
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considered as long as they are trustworthy and have
firm memory and Allah is the one who guides. What is
even more strange or extreme, further from being
considered, 1s that some narrators were weakened for
a matter that is not certain (based on possibility for
being a weakness in him) or as a sarcasm between two
people. What is even more extreme 1is a person
declaring the one who is more trustworthy than him
and has a higher status or someone who is more
knowledgeable than him to be weak. All of this will
not be taken and will not be considered.”

Imam ad-Dhahabi said in Siyar A’lam an-Nubala
(1/102):

Mﬂlw@l&;ﬂbcﬂll&i@é@c&w
¢h!5;@i@5wﬁdhw@eﬁjlu&y‘g‘)du|

Y ot ias o aidas LI WS (e LS 5 ale S
Slad¥l aglss e Toby delaa dasll B9 13) Lases Y« 44800

“We do not claim that the leading scholars of al-
Jarh wa ta‘deel were infallible and did not occasionally
make mistakes or speak harshly about those with

whom there was some 1ll feeling or animosity. It is

Page 212 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



known that much of what peers say about one another
is to be ignored and does not count for anything,
especially if the man 1s regarded as trustworthy by a
group of scholars who sound fair-minded in what they

3

say.

It is amazing that Imam al-Bukhari narrated
number of ahadith in his Saheeh from Muhammad bin
Yahya al-Dhuhli, even though he was subjected to
great trials, difficulties from Muhammad bin Yahya
ad-Dhubhli. But that enmity did not prevent al-Bukhari
from accepting and narrating his Aadith, that enmity
did not lead al-Bukhari to accuse ad-Dhuhli of lying
or fabricating. This 1s an example of justice employed
by scholars of Aadith.

Imam Malik criticized Imam Muhammad bin
Ishaaq. But the scholars and specialists on A/l-Jarh wa
Tadeel did not accept that criticism and more than fifty
scholars of Al-Jarh wa Tadeel praised him and declared
his narrations to be authentic. 1) The giant scholar
and specialist in hadith Imam Shu’bah bin al-Hajjaaj
said: “Muhammad bin Ishaaq is the leader of
Muhadditheen and truthful in his hadith” as reported
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with an authentic chain in Al-Jarh wa Ta’deel (7/192) of
Ibn Abee Hatim ar-Razee

2) Specialist in Al-Jarh wa Ta’deel Imam Yahya bin
Maeen said about Muhammad bin Ishaaq as reported
in Tareckh Baghdad (1/218) with an authentic chain:
“He is Thigah”.

3) Champion of flal al-hadith (science of hidden
defects of hadith) Imam Ali bin al-Madeeni said as
reported by Imam by al-Bayhaqi in Rilab al-Qura’ah
Rhalf al-Imam (1/19) with an authentic chain: “Ibn
Ishaaq is Thigah according to me.”

4) Imam Sufyan bin Uyaynah said as reported in
al-Jarh wa Ta’deel (7/192) with an authentic chain: “I
sat with Ibn Ishaaq for more than seventy years, and
no one from the people of Madeenah ever accused him,
nor did they say anything about him”

5) Imam Abdullah bin al-Mubaarak was asked
about Muhammad bin Ishaaq so he replied that he
found him to be truthful in narrations. This is
reported in Aitab ath-Thigaat of Ibn Hibban (7/383)

with an authentic chain.
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Other scholars who have praised him and
authenticated his narrations include Imam al-Bukhari,
Imam Muslim, Imam Tirmidhi, Imam Ahmad bin
Hanbal, Imam Abul Hasan [jlee, Imam Ibn Hibban,
Imam Ibn Numayr, Imam Abu Zurah ar-Razee,
Imam Ibn Khuzaymah and so on. As I said more than
fifty scholars of Al-Jarh wa Ta’deel have praised him

and accepted his narrations.

Abul Hasanat Abdul Hayy Lukhnawi said: A/-
Rafa’ wa at- Takmeel (1/409-411):
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“When a jarh takes place due to partisanship ,
hostility, repulsion or something like that then this jark
is rejected, and no one would trust it except a
repulsive person himself. This is the reason, the saying
of Imam Malik is not accepted about Muhammad bin
Ishaaq Saalib al-Maghaazee that he is a Dajaal among
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the Dagjagalah, for it 1s known that this jarh 1s based on
repulsion. On the contrary, the correct thing
according to them is that he 18 Hasan-ul-Hadith and the
specialists of Hadith have taken evidence from him”

Eighthly; As it is apparent from above ruling on
narrator is not judged based on verdict of one or two
scholars of hadith. Rather statements of number of
experts in this field are evaluated based on proofs.

Ninthly; I do not claim that scholars of /hadith

were infallible, but Allah preserved this Deen through
scholars of hadith.

Imam Abu Haatim ar-Razee?! said as reported
by Khateeb al-Baghdadi in Sharf Ashabul hadith (no.77):

91 Abu Hatim Muhammad bin Idris bin al-Mundhir ar-Raazi al-Handhali was great
scholar in all sciences of /adith. Imam ad-Dhahabi mentioned his biography in Styar
Alam an-Nubala (13/247) and said, “al-Imam, al-Hafidh, an-Naaqid (critic of text and
chain of hadith), master of al-Muhadditheen. ..al-Khalili said, “Abu Hatim al-Labban al-
Hafidh said to me, ‘I had gathered [those] who Abu Hatim ar-Razi narrated from;
they reached close to 3,000’...Yunus bin Abdil Ala said, Abu Zurah and Abu Hatim
are the two Imams of Khurasan. then he supplicated for them both and said, “Their
continuance is an improvement for the Muslims.” He was from the oceans of
knowledge. He travelled about the countries and excelled in the text and the chain
[of transmission]. He gathered and compiled, disparaged and accredited,
authenticated and deemed defective...He was one of the notables and from the
formidable imams...” Some of his students include Abu Dawood, an-Nasaee, his son
Ibn Abee Hatim, Yunus bin Abdil Ala, Rabee bin Sulayman and others. He died in
the year 277 A.H.
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“There has never been in any nation since Allah
created Adam safe keepers who preserve the
narrations of the Messengers, except in this Ummah. A
man said to him: O Abu Hatim, perhaps there were
narrations which have no basis and are not authentic?
He said: Their scholars will recognize the authentic
from the unsound. So they preserved this science (of
hadith) so that the people who came after them were
able to distinguish between reports and preserve them.
Then he said: May Allah have mercy on Abu Zurah;
by Allah he strove very hard to preserve the narrations
of the Messenger of Allah (g2).”
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Answering doubts of Sir Syed Ahmad and Daniel
Brown

According to Sir Sayyild Ahmad Khan??, the
transmitters of fadith (ruwaat) often engaged in
transmitting Aadith according to the sense rather than
the exact words of the Prophet. Daniel W. Brown
quotes from Sir Syed Ahmed Khan’s essays on finn in
his book Rethinking Tradition in Modern Islamic Thought,
Brown said on page 88 of his book : “differences that
go well beyond the wording and affect the meaning
As a result, he contends, one can be sure in very few
instances that traditions accurately portray the
Prophet’s words and actions, even if they can be
shown to have originated during his lifetime.”

2 Sir Syed, was an Indian Muslim philosopher of nineteenth century British India.
Syed studied the Quran and sciences within the court and later studied law from the
University of Edinburgh. In 1875, founded the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental
College, the first Muslim university in South Asia.The Mohammedan Anglo-
Oriental College became Aligarh Muslim University in 1920. He wrote numerous
books on various subjects. In 1861 a Christian missionary writer named William
Muir wrote a book titled THE LIFE of MAHOMET in which he attacked Hadith.
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan answered Muir in detail. Unfortunately Sir Syed was himself
a great admirer of British power and was deeply overawed by the majesty of the
British Empire. He gradually succumbed to Muir’s attack and start casting doubts on
some segments Hadith. Gradually he narrowed down the efficacy of Hadith to a
very few aspects of life. He rejected miracles mentioned in the Quran and Sunnah in
his Zafseer al-Quran by distorting Ayaat mentioning miracles. He also rejected actual
existence of paradise, hellfire and 7inn in his Zafseer For details refer to book Aaina
Parweziyat by Shaykh Abdurrahman Kilani in urdu.
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I say: Scholars of hadith unanimously agreed that
Riwayah bil Lafz (narrating exact wordings) is
recommended and vast majority of hadith narrators
narrated through Ruwwayah bil Lafz (narrating exact
wordings). In fact Prophet (€2) stressed on narrating

2

exact wordings.

a) It 1s reported in Sunan Abu Dawood (n0.3660) with an
authentic chain that Prophet (%) said:

Z.
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“May Allah brighten a man who hears a tradition
from us, gets it by heart and passes it on to others.
Many a bearer of knowledge conveys it to one who 1is

more versed than he is; and many a bearer of

knowledge is not versed in it.”

b) It is reported in Saheeh al-Bukhari (no.247):
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Narrated Al-Bara bin Azib: The Prophet (£2) said to

me, "Whenever you go to bed perform ablution like
that for the prayer, lie or your right side and say,
"Allahumma aslamtu wahi laka, wa fawwadtu “Amri ilaika,
wa ala'tu Lahn ilaka raghbatan wa rahbatan ilatka. La
Mala'a wa la mama minka illa ilaka. Allahumma amantu

bikitabika-l-ladhi anzalta wa bina-biyika-l ladhi arsalta” (O
Allah! I surrender to You and entrust all my affairs to
You and depend upon You for Your Blessings both
with hope and fear of You. There is no fleeing from
You, and there is no place of protection and safety
except with You O Allah! I believe in Your Book (the
Qur'an) which You have revealed and in Your Prophet
(Muhammad) whom You have sent). Then if you die
on that very night, you will die with faith (i.e. or the
religion of Islam). Let the aforesaid words be your last
utterance (before sleep)." I repeated it before the

Prophet (€2) and when I reached "Allahumma amantu
bikitabika-l-ladhi anzalta (O Allah I believe in Your Book
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which You have revealed)." I said, "Wa-rasulika (and
your Apostle)." The Prophet (&) said, "No, (but say):
"Wanabiyika-l-ladhi  arsalta (Your Prophet whom You

have sent), instead.”
This narration proves that Prophet (£%) stressed on

the wordings even though meaning did not change.

c) It 1s reported in Muhaddith al-Faasi! (1/538) with an

authentic chain:
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Umar bin Al-Khattab said: Whoever heard a hadith
and then narrates it exactly as he had heard, then he 1s

safe.

And it was similarly narrated from Abdullah bin Amr
and Zayd bin Argam and it was the statement of Ibn
Sireen, the saying of Al-Qasim bin Muhammed and
Rajaa bin Haywah.

d) Imam Ad-Darimi reported in his Sunan no.511 with
an authentic chain of narration:
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Basheer bin Nuhayk said: I used to write whatever I
heard from Abu Hurairah. Then when I intended to
part from him I came to him with his book and then I
read it to him and asked, “This is what I heard from
you?” Abu Hurairah said,“Yes.

e) It is reported in Muhaddith al-Faasil (1/539) with an

authentic chain:
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“From Ash-Shafiee that he said regarding
characteristics of narrator of hadith: And he (the
narrator of the /adith) should be one of those who can
narrate the fadith exactly as he heard it, not based on
the meaning but with the exact wording, because if he
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narrated on the basis of meaning and not with the
exact wording, and he does not have knowledge of
possible interpretations, he may inadvertently change
what 1s alaal into haraam. But if he narrates it exactly,

there 1s no fear that it may be changed.”

f) It is reported in Muhaddith al-Faasil (1/539) with an

authentic chain:

-
-
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Layth narrated from Tawoos that he said: If you
learnt something then learn it for yourself, because
trustworthiness has left people. He said: Tawoos used
to narrate hadith word for word (exactly as it is).

g) It 1s reported in Sunan ad-Darimi  (n0.329) with an

authentic chain:
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R A AR I L% 02 Lo gq % ": L0 . ’;"./

It is narrated from Abee Ma’'mar that he said: Verily I
would hear hadith with sharpness and I would narrate

it exactly how I heard it.
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h) It is mentioned in Sunan Darimi (no. 327) with an

authentic chain:
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“From Muhammad bin Ali bin al-Hussain said that
Ubaydullah bin Umayr narrated from Abdullah bin
Umar that he said, The Messenger of Allah (&%) said:

The parable of a hypocrite is like the sheep between
two folds (place where sheep live). Then Ibn Umar
said: No this 1s not what he said, instead he said such
and such. He said: If Ibn Umar heard something from
the Prophet he wouldn’t add anything to it, nor would
he decrease anything from it, neither would he exceed

or abridge narrations.”

All the above narrations and numerous other
narrations prove that majority of the fadith narrators

transmitted the exact words of the Messenger (&5) not
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its explanation. Having said this, it should be known
that riwaayatil hadeeth bil muanaa (the quotation of a
narration by its meaning) is accepted if 1t fulfills
certain conditions. Shaykh Ibn Uthaymeen mentions
those conditions in his book Mustalah al-hadith page 20:

“Ar-nwaayah (the quotation) of a hadith by its meaning
1s not accepted unless it  achieves the following
criteria;

1) Someone who knows the meaning of the original
text of the fadith must do the quotation of a hadith by
other than its text.

2) The narrator must have a good reason as to why he
1s performing rwaayah of a hadith by its meaning (e.g.
the narrator has forgotten the original text of a hadith
but knows its meaning). However, if he knows the
original text of the Aadith, then it 1s not permissible for
him to change it, unless he is explaining the Aadith (e.g.
in their own language).

3) The quotation of a hadith by its meaning should not
be performed with those ahadith that deal with sayings
and actions of worship.

Finally, the narrator should endeavour to inform his
audience that the hadith which he has narrated was
narrated by its meaning and not its actual text.”
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Furthermore, one of the positive aspect Ruwayah bil
Ma’na 1s that it helps in preventing the possibility of
accidental collusion, where one rwayah influences
other. This helps in finding out supporting chains of
the narration or corroboration in determining
authenticity.

Page 226 of 250 © 2021 Syed Barmaver



Status of Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh Muslim
The author of Saheeh al-Bukhar: 1s Imam Abu Abdillah

Muhammad bin Isma’eel bin Ibrahim bin al-
Mughirah al-Bukhari. He was born on 13th of
Shawwal 194 A.-H in Bukhara, a town in the eastern
part of Turkestan.

Scholars of Islam agree that he was a Mujtahid (one
who 1s capable of performing [jtzhaad). He was leader
of hadith and its sciences and also scholar of various
other branches of Islam like Figh, Tafseer and Ageedah.

Imam ad-Dhahabi said about him in a/-Kashyf (2/157):
o181 e luginne Enaally dadll o8 Ll dan Uadla Lbs) 1Sy
il ¢ 45l call o ol

“He (Imam al-Bukhaari) was an Imam (leader) ,
Hafidh (Memorizer of ahadith) , Hujjah (decisive proof),
the leader in Figh and Hadith; He was the Mujtahd
from the people of the world along with being devout,
abstinent, and a worshipper”

Hafidh Ibn Hajr said about Imam al-Bukhari in
Tagreeb at-1ahdheeb (1/468):

Enaall 443 o8 Lol als)
He 1s leader of the world in Figh al-Hadith (deriving
rulings from the fadith )
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Imam al-Bukhari died in the year 256 A.H.

The author of Saheeh Muslim 1s Imam Abul Hussain
Asakiruddin  Muslim bin Hajjaj Al-Qushairi An-
Naisaburi. He was born in 202 or 206 AH in
Nishapur, a town of Iran.

Imam ad-Dhahabi said about him in Swar Alam an-
Nubala (12/557):

Bobiall daall cgsall il oI aleYl s

He is Al-Imam al-Kabeer ( The great leader), Al-Hafidh
(memorizer of hadith) , Al-Mwawwid , Al-Hupah
(decisive proof), the truthful.

He died in the year 261 A.H.

Ummah has unanimously agreed that Saheeh al-Bukhar
1s the most authentic book after Book of Allah
(Quran) followed by Sakheeh Mushm.

Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi said in his book
“Hugjatullah hil Balighah™ (1/232):
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As for As-Saheehan ( Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh Muslim)

specialists of Hadith (Muhaddithoon) unanimously
agreed that all the Marfoo and Muttasil ahadith in it are
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authentic with certainty and it has reached authors
with Zawaatur (mass transmission). Whoever does not
honour these books then he is an innovator not upon

Sabeel al-Mumineen (the way of believers).

Imam an-Nasaee said as quoted by Imam Nawawi in
his book Tahdheeb al-Asmaa wal-Lughaat (1/74):

Ummah unanimously agreed on the authenticity of

these two books (Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh Muslim).

Imam Ibn Salah said in his famous book Mugaddimah
Ibn Salah (1/18):
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And these two books (Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh
Muslim) are most authentic books after Book of Allah.

Imam Nawawi said in Sharh Saheeh Muslim (1/18):
30l G aay S sl ) (oo dll] agas cLalall 345
Scholars have unanimously agreed that the most

authentic books after al-Quran Al-Azeez are As-Saheehan
(two Saheeh) Al-Bukhari and Muslim.
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Imam Hussain bin Muhammad at-Teebi93 said in his

Al-Rhulasa fee Ma’nifah al-Hadith (1/36):
And these two books (Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh
Mushim) are most authentic books after Book of Allah.

Alee bin Muhammad al-Jarjani said in Al-Decbaj al-
Madhab fee Mustalah al-Hadith (1/16):

i) QLS aa S ead Laga 5
And these two books (Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh
Muslim) are most authentic books after Book of Allah.

Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwaynee?* said as mentioned
in Fath al-Mugheeth (1/73) :

93 Sharfuddin Hussain bin Muhammad at-Teebi was a famous Imam and Jurist. He
is famous for his explanation of Mushkat al-Masabeeh. Hafidh Ibn Hajr mentioned his
biography in Durar al-Kaminah (2/68) and said, “ the famous Imam, author of Shark
of Mishkaat.... he was harsh against people of philosophy and logic..” He died in the
year 743 A.H.

9% Imam al-Haramayn Dhia' ud-Deen Abdul Malik bin Yusuf al-Juwayni al-Shafiee
was a jurist and theologian. He was born in a village on the outskirts of Naysabur
called Bushtaniqan in Iran. Al-Juwayni was a prominent scholar known for his gifted
intellect in Islamic legal matters. Al-Juwayni was born into a family of legal study.
His father, Abu Muhammad Abdallah bin Yusuf al-Juwayni, was a well-known
master of law. Al-Juwaynee, like his father before him, also left the way of ta’weel and
declared it to be forbidden, this despite the fact that he rigorously defended it in his
earlier life. But unlike his father, he left /a’weel and fell into another innovation -
lafweed. May Allah forgive us and him. Some of his works are Nihaya al-Matlab fi
Diraya al-Madhhab, al-Waraqat, Mukhtasar al-Nihaya and so on. He died in the year 478
AH.
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Ulama al-Muslimeen (Muslim scholars) unanimously

agreed on authenticity of (these two books).

Imam Abu al-Fath al-Qushayri said as reported by Ibn
Hajr in Fath al-Baari (1/383):

Cpmamaally LagaliS Loanss gl (piastll s Gulill 3L

People unanimously agreed naming these two books
as Saheehayn (two most authentic books) after Shaykhayn

(Imam al-Bukhari and Imam Muslim).

Explainer of Saheeh al-Bukhar Badruddin al-Aynee said
in Umdatul-Qaree (1/5):

real a3 dlt) QLS wan sl G oo wyilly 3l clale 3431

Scholars of the east and the west unanimously agreed
that there 1s no book after the Book of Allah which 1s
more authentic than Saheeh al-Bukhart and Saheeh
Muslim.

Imam Sakhawi said in Fath al-Mugheeth (2/21):
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Everybody (Muslims) on the face of the Earth named
(Saheeh al-Bukhart and Saheeh Muslhm) as Saheehayn (Two
most authentic books).
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A Evangelical Christian Norman Leo Geisler? said in
his book “Answering Islam: The Crescent In The Light Of
The Cross” page 165: “..Bukhari, considered to be the
most reliable collector, admitted that of the 300,000
hadith he collected, he considered only 100,000 might
be true. He then narrowed this number down to
7,275, many of which are repetitions so that the total
number 1s in fact near 3,000. That means that even he

admitted there were errors in over 295,000 of them!”.

Similar doubt is spread in “Baker Encyclopedia Of
Christian - Apologetics” page 512. Another christian
missionary A. Abdul Haqq said in his book “Sharing
Your Faith With A Muslim> page 45: “As to the
abundance of the apocryphal traditions, we learn that
the famous authority al-Bukhari choose only 7,000 out
of a host of 600,000 traditions that were current in his

on time”

9 Norman Leo Geisler is a christian missionary co-founder of two non-
denominational Evangelical seminaries: Veritas Evangelical Seminary and
Southern Evangelical Seminary. He served as Chancellor, Professor of
apologetics and theology and occupant of the Norman L. Geisler Chair of
Christian Apologetics.
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I say: There are two doubts which are spread through
above passages.

First doubt that 1s that 600,000 channels of
transmission of fadith has been understood as 600,000
text of hadith. It 1s well known to scholars of hadith that
600,000 ahadith refers 600,000 asaneed ( chain of
narrations). One hadith may have 30 or 20 or 10 or
more asaneed (chain of narrations). For example if
there 30 asaneed for 1 hadith, it will be counted as 30
ahadith in the terminology of scholars of fadith.

Second doubt is that al-Bukhari left out remaining
ahadith because they were inauthentic!

Firstly; No where did Imam al-Bukhari say, that the
ahadith which are not included in his Sakeeh al-Bukhar

are weak or “apocryphal”.

Secondly; Imam al-Mizee reported in his Zahdheeb al-
Kamaal (24/443) with trustworthy chain of narrators
that Imam al-Bukhari said:

T laall e o5 e Lo ¥ galad I S g8 il Lo
Jshll Jlal
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“I have not included in my book "al-Jami" except
what is authentic, and I left out among the authentic
for fear of [unnecessary] length.”

Thirdly; Imam al-Bukhari had no intention of
collecting all the authentic ahadith. He only wanted to
collect authentic ahadith covering every aspect of
Sharee’ah. 1t 1s very clear from the title of his book al-
Jami al-Musnad al-Saheeh al-Mukhtasar min Umur Rasul
Allah wa Sunanihi wa ayyamih. The word “al-Mukhtasar”,
'abridged', itself explains that al-Bukhari did not

mtend to collect all authentic ahadith.

Fourthly; Imam al-Bukhari narrated ahadith (which are
not in Saheeh al-Bukhar)) and authenticated them in
many other books like Juzz Raf al-Yadain fee as-Salah,
Al-Adab al-Mufrad, Juzz al-Quat, Khalg Af’aal al-Ibaad
etc. This proves falsification of the claim that akadith
he did not include in Saheeh al-Bukhari was regarded as
weak by him.

Fifthly; His student, Imam at-Tirmidhi narrated
authentication of many ahadith from his teacher, which
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are not included in Saheeh al-Bukhar , in his Jaami at-
Tormadh.
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All praise 1s due to Allah, by whose favour righteous

deeds are completed, and prayers and peace be upon

His final Messenger, Muhammad (&%), upon his
family, his Companions, and all those who follow his

Sunnah until the Day of Reckoning:

The Journey of this Book

At the outset of this work, I set out to answer a claim
that has been circulated with increasing confidence in
our age: that the Hadith of the Messenger of Allah

(Alsa%) is a body of unreliable oral lore, gathered late,
transmitted loosely, and therefore incapable of binding
the conscience of a believer. This claim has reached
the Muslim world from two directions, from the pens
of orientalists and Christian missionaries who sought
to dislodge the second foundation of Islamic law, and
from the pens of modernists within the Ummah who,
having absorbed those premises, sought to reconstruct
the religion upon reason alone or upon a "Sunnah"

severed from its only documented source.
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Across the preceding chapters, this claim has been
examined from every angle, linguistic, textual,
historical, and methodological and in every instance it

has been found wanting,

Summary of the Established Conclusions

First: Sunnah and Hadith are not two separate
authorities. The attempted separation of the two is
an innovation without precedent among the scholars
of this Ummah. Not a single authority from the
generations of al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad, Abu
Hatim, Abu Zur'ah, ad-Daraqutni, nor from the later
masters such as Ibn Taymiyyah, adh-Dhahabi and Ibn
Hajr, drew the distinction that Islahi, Ghamidi, Fazlur
Rahman and Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani sought
to establish. On the contrary, Imam Ahmad declared
in Usool us-Sunnah: "The Sunnah with us are the narrations
of the Messenger of Allah," Imam an-Nawawi affirmed
that "hus Sunnah refers to the ahadith narrated from him," and
Ibn al-Atheer stated plainly that "the Ritab and the
Sunnah" means "the Qur'an and the Hadith."
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Even the orientalist Daniel Brown conceded that it
1s axiomatic in classical doctrine that Sunnah can

only be known by means of Hadith.

Second: the alternative proposed: '"Sunnah'
as the uninterrupted practice of the Ummah
collapses under its own weight. It cannot distinguish
Sunnah from bid'ah, for every sect claims inheritance
from 1ts predecessors. It cannot resolve the visible
disagreements in the most elementary acts of prayer.
And it cannot itself be verified except by recourse to
reports and historical transmission, which 1s to say, by
recourse to the very thing it was invented to avoid.
The claimant who seeks to prove lawaatur amali must in
the end rely upon khabar, and thus returns, defeated, to

the doorstep of wsnaad.

Third: the Hadith is Wahy. This was established
from the Qur'an itself in six independent proofs, the
secret disclosed to the wife of the Prophet (dlis:f) that
is nowhere in the Qur'an; the manner of prayer which
Allah ascribed to His own teaching; the funeral
prayer; the Qiblah of Bayt al-Maqdis; the felling of
the palms of Banu Nadeer; and Allah's statement "thus
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Allah has said beforehand.” Fach of these i1s a divine
ruling or divine communication which exists nowhere
in the recited revelation. There is no explanation for
them except Wahy Ghayr al-Matloo. This is reinforced
by the Prophet's own words, "I have been given the Book
and something like 11" and by the testimony of the Tabi'ee
Hassan bin Atiyyah that Jibreel descended with the
Sunnah as he descended with the Qur'an. And it is
confirmed by the consensus of the Salaf, reported by
Ibn al-Qayyim, that al-Hikmah in the Qur'an is the

Sunnah.

Fourth: the Hadith is preserved by the
promise of Allah. "Tenly We: It s We Who have sent
down the Dhikr and surely, We will guard it." Ibn Hazm
established that Dhkr encompasses all that Allah
revealed, whether Qur'an or Sunnah, and demanded
of those who restrict it to the Qur'an alone the proof
they have never produced. Ibn Taymiyyah affirmed
that "the Dhikr of ar-Rahman s that which He revealed, and
that 1s the Book and the Sunnah.” And reason itself testifies
to this: it 1s inconceivable that the All-Wise would
command obedience, in scores of verses, to a
Messenger whose guidance He would then permit to
be lost.
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Fifth: the Hadith was written from the very

lifetime of the Prophet (5%). The claim of late
compilation, advanced by Muir, Schacht, Juynboll, Sir
Syed and Mirza Ghulam has been answered not by
assertion but by inventory. The Sakeefah as-Sadigah of
Abdullah bin 'Amr bin al-'Aas; the written instruction
of Abu Bakr to Anas bin Malik; the copies of 'Umar;
the Saheefah of 'Ali; the books of Ibn 'Umar, Abu
Bakrah, Abu Rafi', Abu Hurayrah, Ibn Abbas, Ibn
Masood, Mu'adh, Samurah, Jabir, Usayd, al-Baraa, al-
Hasan bin Ali, Anas and Sa'd bin 'Ubadah; then the
compilations of Basheer bin Nuhayk, Sa'eed bin
Jubayr, Ibn Abi Mulaykah, Nafi, Kurayb, Najdah,
Sa'eed al-Magburi and others. The prohibition upon
writing was of the earliest period and was lifted by
explicit permission, "Write it _for Abu Shah", "Write, by
Him i Whose hand my soul lies, only right comes out_from 1>,
a fact upon which Ibn al-Atheer and Qadi 'Iyadh both
recorded the yma' of the Ummah.

That this material 1s now largely embedded within the
later encyclopaedic collections, rather than surviving
as independent booklets, was explained by Dr.
Mustafa Azami: "1 hese books were not destroyed nor did they
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perish, but were absorbed into the work of later authors.” And
what could not be denied by the fair-minded among
the Western academics was duly conceded by Fuat
Sezgin, by Nabia Abbott, by James Robson, and by
Nagendra Singh.

Sixth: the isnaad is a preservative mechanism
without parallel in human history. "Isnaad is part
of the religion. If 1t were not for the isnaad anyone would say
whatever he wishes to say." From it were born the sciences
of al-Jarh wa at-Ta'deel, Tareckh ar-Ruwaat, Ghareeb al-
hadith and al-'Ilal. Through 1t, five stringent conditions
were applied to every single report: continuity of
chain, probity of narrator, precision of narrator,
absence of shudhoodh, and absence of "%llah. The
candour of this enterprise is its own proof of integrity:
Ali bin al-Madeeni declaring of his own father, "7 /us is
the matter of Deen — my father s weak"; Shu'bah speaking
against his own son; Abu 'Arubah against his mother's
uncle; al-Bukhari narrating from a man who had
persecuted him. Even the critics recognised this:
Sprenger called Muslim literary biography a glory
unmatched by any nation; Bernard Lewis conceded

a "professionalism and sophistication without precedent in
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antiquity and without parallel i the contemporary medieval
West."”

Seventh: the specific objections collapse
individually. The abundance of Abu Hurayrah's
narrations 1s explained by the counting of chains
rather than texts, by repetition across chapters, by his
corroboration from other Companions, by his
transmission from senior Companions after the
Prophet's death, and by his own explanation in the
Sahechayn, amounting, upon calculation, to some two
ahadith per day of his companionship. Schacht's
assault on the golden chain of Malik — Nafi' — Ibn
'Unar depended upon suppressing Malik's recorded
date of birth and upon the baseless axiom that family
isnaads are inherently spurious. Maududi's doubts
regarding al-Jarh wa at-Ta'deel proceeded from
unfamiliarity with the discipline's own internal
safeguards, its requirement of wara’, its rejection of
criticism arising from rivalry or doctrinal animus, its
refusal to weaken the stronger narrator by the word of
the weaker, and its demand for the convergence of
multiple experts. Sir Syed's charge of narration by
meaning was answered by the overwhelming evidence
that rwayah bil-lafz was the norm, stressed by the
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Prophet (Alsef) himself in the hadith of al-Baraa,
insisted upon by Umar, Ibn Umar, Tawoos and ash-
Shafi'ee, and permitted only within strict and narrow
conditions. And the missionary claim regarding al-
Bukhari's selection rested upon a simple confusion
of asaneed with mutoon, together with a fabricated
attribution: al-Bukhari never said that what he omitted

was weak, he said, "I lefi out among the authentic for fear of
length."”

The Nature of the Dispute

It 1s worth stating plainly what this controversy is, and

what it 1s not.

It 1s not, in truth, a dispute about historical evidence.
Had the matter turned upon evidence alone, it would
have been settled long ago, for the documentary and
methodological record 1s overwhelming, and the most
honest of the Western academics have said so. The
dispute is rather about authority, about whether a
revealed text may command a man against his own

judgement.
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This is why the modernist project is characteristically
selective. It does not reject Hadith as a category; it
rejects those ahadith which conflict with a prior
commitment. Islahi declared that every hadith
opposing the intellect is to be rejected, but whose
intellect, formed in which century, shaped by which
assumptions? Ghamidi excluded belief, history
and asbab an-nuzool from the scope of Sunnah, but
upon whose authority, when no scholar of hadith in
fourteen centuries drew such a line? These are not
conclusions arrived at by investigation; they are

instruments fashioned to secure a conclusion already

held.

And herein lies the gravest danger. Once the criterion
of acceptance becomes the private reason of the
reader rather than the established authenticity of the
report, the religion ceases to be revelation and
becomes commentary. Each generation will discard
what embarrasses it and retain what flatters it. The
Mahdi 1s dismissed, the Dajjal allegorised, the descent
of 'Eesa denied, the punishment of the grave
explained away — not because the chains are
defective, for they are often mutawaatir, but because the
age finds them inconvenient. Allah said: "And whoever
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disobeys Allah and His Messenger; he has indeed strayed into a
plain error." (33:36).

A Word to the Reader

To the Muslim who has encountered these doubts and
felt them settle in his heart, I say: examine the two

paths honestly.

The path of the Muhaddithoon 1s a path of
documented transmission, named narrators, recorded
biographies, examined memories, compared texts, and
published criteria, a discipline so exacting that a man
would testify against his own father to preserve it. The
path of the Hadith rejector is a path of unverifiable
claims about communal practice, of chains dismissed
without examination, of principles announced without
precedent, and of conclusions that shift with the

intellectual fashions of each generation.

Ask, then, of any assertion made against the
Sunnah: "Produce your proof if you are truthful.” (2:111)
This 1s the question Ibn Hazm put to those who
confined Dhikr to the Qur'an, and it remains
unanswered.
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And to the student of knowledge: the science of
hadith is not a museum but a living discipline. In
Makkah and Madinah and elsewhere, students still
memorise the Saheehayn and the Sunan with their
chains. The {akhreg of narrations continues; the
examination of "%al continues; the verification of
manuscripts continues. Whoever enters this field with
sincerity will find that the closer he draws to the
evidence, the further recede the doubts.
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Final Reflection

Abu Hatim ar-Razi said: "There has never been in any
nation since Allah created Adam safe keepers who preserve the
narrations of the Messengers, except in this Ummah.”" When
asked whether unfounded reports had nonetheless
circulated, he replied: "Their scholars will recognise the
authentic  from the unsound.” Khateeb al-Baghdadi in
Sharf Ashabul hadith (no.77)

That 1s the promise fulfilled. Allah did not merely
reveal the Sunnah; He raised up in every generation
those who would sift 1t, defend it, and hand it on. Ibn
Taymiyyah captured this precisely: whatever error
enters the interpretation of the Qur'an or the
transmission of hadith, "Allah will make someone from this
Ummah claryfy it and mention the proof to refute the falsehood”,
for this Ummah does not gather upon misguidance,
and a group will remain firm upon the truth untl the

Hour.

Therefore: the Hadith 1s revelation from Allah; it is
preserved as the Quran is preserved; it is the sole
gateway to the Sunnah; it is the explanation of the

Book; and obedience to it 1s obedience to Allah. To
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doubt its authority 1s to open a door through which
every misguidance may enter, and to close the door

through which the Prophet's guidance reaches us.

"And whatsoever the Messenger gwes you, lake 1, and
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from it." (59:7)

I ask Allah, the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, to
accept this effort, to forgive its shortcomings, to make
it a means of benefit for whoever reads it, to firm the
hearts of the Muslims upon the Book and the Sunnah,
and to protect this Ummah from misguidance, both
apparent and hidden. I ask Him to grant me sincerity

in word and deed, and to gather us with the Prophet

(dsf), the Siddigeen, the martyrs and the

righteous "and how excellent these companions are.” (4:69)

And my final word is that all praise belongs to Allah,
Lord of the worlds.
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